COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of January 24, 2005

Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

Final Deadlines Fast Approach – Don’t Wait Until the Last Minute!

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· DO NOT LET SENIORITIS KICK IN – please note that colleges can REVOKE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISION if you change your academic course load significantly or if your grades take a dive after you have been admitted.  All colleges will get a transcript with your midyear grades in February and your final grades in July.  If you read the fine print, you acceptance letters will often indicate that, “This offer of acceptance is made on the condition that you successfully complete your senior courses and graduate from secondary school.”  Don’t make the mistake of giving them a reason to get in touch with you over the summer to tell you they have changed their minds – THIS DOES HAPPEN!  So forget coming to ask me if it is ok to drop math or science.  NO!

· CHECK ON YOUR APPLICATION STATUS - Approximately three- four weeks after mailing all admissions materials, you should call each school you applied to and find out if they have received all necessary paperwork.  Don’t wait for them to contact you.

· FINANCIAL AID – the application process is not over when you mail your applications to the colleges.  You must be sure to file all financial aid forms in a timely fashion.  Each school has different financial aid requirements – see their application instructions for details.
· Make sure that you have sent your SAT SCORES from The College Board to the schools you have applied to.  
· UPDATE BEACON DATABASE!  Make sure all the schools you’ve applied to are entered and as you hear from schools, be sure to let the College Office know and enter the results on the database.
· NEED ESSAY HELP?  There is still time.  Check in at the College Office for Valerie’s schedule. Or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  Include a copy of your essay both as an attachment and in the body of the email (in case there are problems opening the attachment).
· HAVE AN IMPORTANT INTERVIEW COMING UP?   We can help.  Let Ms. Binder know.  If enough students are interested, we will offer a workshop with role playing on “How to Survive the College Interview.”

II.  Financial Aid Programs

· Get a Jump on the Financial Aid Process at the FAFSA On-Line Workshop for students, parents and adult learners.  Saturday, February 5, 2005 and Saturday, March 5, 2005 at 10 a.m.  Workshops are held at several locations.  For Manhattan, call for a reservation at 212-986-4343 ext. 4115.  In order to participate, bring along parents’ 2004 federal tax return, student’s 2004 federal tax return and W2 forms for both student and parent.  This is a service offered to anyone interested in Financial Aid by Berkeley College (www.berkeleycollege.edu).
· SUNY Statewide Student Financial Aid Day, Saturday, February 5, 2005.  Receive hands-on assistance from SUNY financial aid professionals.  In New York City the program for the Fashion Institute of Technology will be hosted by the SUNY Metropolitan Recruitment Center in the Graybar Building, 420 Lexington Avenue (between 43rd and 44th Streets), 16th Floor, Room 1640.  For more information, call 212-818-1204 or email mrc@suny.edu.  Pre-register on-line to attend at www.suny.edu/studentevents or call 800-342-3811.  Or, come to the College Office for more information.

V.  DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.

· Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, PA) holds its Celebration of Diversity Weekend January 29-31, 2005.  Interested seniors must have a 3.0 and a 1000 on the SAT.  Free transportation will be provided from selected locations.  Students and their parents are invited to meet current students, faculty members, deans and admission counselors; attend information sessions; stay overnight in a residence hall (students only); tour the campus; and attend classes.  For more information call (412) 268-2082 or e-mail cmsbw@andrew.cmu.edu  
· SUNY College at Oneonta On-Site Admissions Program (OSA) for AALANA students who have applied to SUNY Oneonta.  The On-Site Admissions programs offers an opportunity for NYC African American, Latino, Asian and Native American students to receive an immediate decision on their Fall 2005 application to SUNY Oneonta.  Schedule an appointment with an Oneonta admissions counselor by calling 1-800-SUNY-123 and asking for the On-Site Admissions Program schedule.  Students accepted through OSA will be invited to participate in the Spring 2005 AALANA Bus Trip and Accepted Student Open House on April 9-10, 2005.  Buses will leave from Midtown Manhattan.
VI. SCHOLARSHIPS

· For a list of 51 scholarships available to students of color: come to the College Office or check the Beacon College Office Website (will be updated soon).

· Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority sponsors the Thelma Berlack Boozer Scholarship for Academic Excellence.  The scholarship offers $1,000 annually for four years.  Preference is given to women who will be attending an historically black college or university.  All applicants must either live in the borough of Manhattan or attend a high school in Manhattan.  For more information, call Kim Sealy Price at 212-640-5121 or write for an application at 60 E. 42nd Street, 27th Floor, New York, NY 10165.  Deadline is February 19, 2005.

· Best Buy Scholarships for high school students dedicated to helping their communities.  Applicants must have good grades and demonstrate outstanding community service.  For more information and an application go to www.BestBuy.com and click on Community Relations.  Deadline February 15, 2005.

· Carolina Rice Scholarship Program offers five $2,000 cash awards.  Students must complete an essay of 150 to 250 words on:  “How will College make you different from the person you are today?”  Essays may be submitted in Spanish or English.  Application deadline is February 15, 2005.  Essay will be judged on conciseness, originality, grammar and spelling.  For more information:  www.carolinarice.com/scholarship 
· CUNY NEW Y ORK CITY COUNCIL Peter F. Vallone Academic Scholarship Program:  New York City high school students who graduate with a B average or higher and a minimum of 12 college prep courses may be eligible.  You must enroll full-time in any CUNY senior or community college.  The award is $1,000 per year for up to five years for full-time students.  If you have been accepted to a CUNY college, contact the Financial Aid Office to find out how to apply or go to www.cuny.edu.
· Academic Scholarship for African-American Women, offered by North Manhattan Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., provides $1,500 per year ($750 per semester) in financial assistance toward a four-year college degree.  Along with the application, recommendations from teachers, advisers and others and a resume of work experience and school activities, you must write an essay on the topic:  “A changing world demands new strategies for our survival.  How will you be prepared to succeed?” (2 pages, double-spaced).  Deadline, March 31, 2005.  For an application, come to the College Office or write to North Manhattan Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Attn: Winona A. Green, 468 Riverside Drive, #44, New York, NY 10027.

· Future Achievers Scholarship Program is offered by Ronald McDonald House Charities to high school seniors who have at least one parent of African American heritage.  The scholarship of minimum of $1,000 dollars must be used to attend a two-year or four-year accredited institution.  Applicants must write a personal statement about their African American background, community involvement, career goals and desire to contribute to their community.  For more information and an application, call the NY Metro Region, 877-771-7772.  Deadline is February 15, 2005.
· Harlem YMCA Black Achievers in Industry Scholarship Program awards $1,000 to $2,500 to eligible college bound African American high school seniors.  For an application, come to the College Office or call or email Gigi Davis at 212-281-4100 ext. 201, gdavis@ymcanyc.org.  Deadline is January 28, 2005.

· Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards are open to Hispanic high school seniors.  They are awarded for academic excellence, community service, engineering and math, healthcare, journalism and sports.  Deadline February 11, 2005.  For more information go to www.HispanicHeritageAwards.org 
· Kaye Scholars Program at City College offers scholarship support to students considering study in the Humanities and the Arts.  Scholars are chosen by a City College faculty panel on the basis of academic merit, creative potential and financial need.  For more information, call Prof. Joshua Wilner at 212-650-8388 or email at kayescholars@ccny.cuny.edu. 
· Living Beyond Belief’s Butterfly Award and Grant for High School Seniors offers scholarship/financial aid for NYC public high school seniors who are working to raise HIV/AIDS awareness and foster prevention education among their peers.  For more information, go to www.livingbeyond.org or call 212-696-6652 or email lbbletters@yahoo.com.
· McDonald’s “Serve Your Community” Scholarship Program awards $2,500 scholarships to high school seniors in the New York Tri-State area.  Applicants must demonstrate leadership, offering a helping hand and exemplary community service and also write a 300-word essay on how they bring the McDonald’s mantra of giving back to the community to life.  For questions and an application, please call Lauren Zaccardi at 201-507-9500 or go to www.mcdonaldsnymetro.com.  Deadline:  February 1, 2005.

· National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB), which represents 600,000 small businesses nationwide has created the NFIB Entrepreneur Foundation to promote the importance of free enterprise and small business.  The program offers scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $10,000.  Application deadline, March 15, 2005.  You must be nominated by a dues paying member and NFIB will put interested students in touch with a member:  (800-634-2669).  For more information, come to the College Office or go to www.NFIB.com/education 
· NETIP-NY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FUND SCHOLARSHIP (Network of Indian Professionals) for high school seniors with strong academic credentials who demonstrate financial need.  Students must complete and submit 1) Scholarship Application; 2) An Essay; 3) Official Academic Transcript; 4) Copy of their financial aid application; 5) Copy of the latest tax returns; 6) Two personal reference forms.  The essay must be a minimum of  350 words on one of the following topics:  As India becomes a significant player in the newly emerging global marketplace, the country's women still remain socially inferior to their male counterparts:  examine Indian women, the availability of education, the false promise of employment, and some possible socio-cultural solutions. OR offer an argument in support of the partition of India in 1947. Furthermore, the paper should explain what occurred, why it occurred, and the results of the partition.  Scholarship is open to high school seniors pursuing a bachelors' degrees in electrical, computer, chemical or aerospace engineering, mathematics, physics, computer science, computer technology, electronics, communications technology, communications engineering or information management systems at an accredited college or university in the U.S.  Application forms can be downloaded from the NetIP-NY website at http://www.netip-ny.org.  Deadline:  April 30, 2005

· OAKS (Organization for African-American/Korean-American Solidarity, Inc.) Scholarship is a needs-based grant in the amount of $1,000 to qualified African-American, Korean-American, Latino and Native American students.  You must have a GPA of B+ or higher, proof of family income, two recommendations and a high school transcript.  Deadline is March 15, 2005.  For more information and for an application, call 212-759-4520 (OAKS, 546 Main Street, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10044).
· Pi Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. awards three college scholarships to minority women in the following categories:  merit, athletics and financial need.  If you would like more information, go to www.pikappaomega.org or come to the College Office.  Application deadline is March 31, 2005.
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· In an effort to encourage diversity in its student body, SUNY Oneonta offers several minority scholarships.  For more information about the Scott Jenkins Scholarship, the OAS Minority Scholarship or the Oneonta Auxiliary Services Minority Student Scholarships, contact the Office of Admissions, 116 Alumni Hall, Oneonta, NY 13820 (1-800-SUNY-123) or visit the web at www.oneonta.edu/admin/pcd/diversity/asp
· Turner Construction Company offers the YouthForce 2020 scholarship/internship for NYC graduating seniors pursuing higher education in electrical, mechanical or civil engineering, construction management or architecture.  The scholarship is valued at $8,000 over a 4-year period.  To qualify you must be a NYC resident, involved in school and community activities, with a “B” cumulative GPA and combined SATs of 1100 or better, write a 350-500 word essay, “Why I want to pursue a career in the Building Industry” and be accepted into a 4-year program (described above).  Deadline:  May 2, 2005.  For more information and an application contact Stephanie V. Ansari, Community Affairs Coordinator at 212-229-6480.

· Urban Financial Services Coalition Scholarship and Mentoring Program for students planning to study in a business related field and pursue a career in the financial services industry.  Applicants should have a B average or better, demonstrate leadership abilities and community involvement; you will need to provide two letters of recommendation along with an essay and completed application form.  For more information and for an application, call the Scholarship Committee at 212-621-7727 or email scholarship2005@ubcny.org.  Also visit the web at www.ufscn.org.  Deadline:  February 11, 2005.

· World of Expression (WOE) Scholarship Program offers more than $125,000 in scholarships for original works of literature and music with awards for vocal, instrumental, poetry, fiction and drama and personal essay.  Find out more about the application process at www.worldofexpression.org.  If you have questions call Melanie Fallon-Houska (212-782-8319 or email worldofexpression@randomhouse.com.  Application deadline is February 1, 2005. 
