COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of October 29, 2007
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

NEEDS YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION
· Essay Meetings:  Valerie – our Essay specialist is very in-demand this year.  Meeting times are filling up as quickly as they are added to the binder.  PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND TIME YOU SIGN UP FOR … YOU MUST SHOW UP – ON TIME.  If you miss your meeting, you are wasting the valuable time of our VOLUNTEER and you are robbing peers of an opportunity they would have had to meet with her.  If you MUST miss your meeting, let us know so that we can try to fill the spot. 
· College Representatives Visiting Beacon: Please let the College Office know if you signed up for a College Meeting but did not get permission to miss your class.  Come back and take your name off the list.  In recent weeks we have had representatives arrive, have a list of 9 students who signed up to attend and one student who shows up.  This is NOT ACCEPTABLE and it is a bad reflection on Beacon.  Please note the dates and times of the meetings you signed up for on your calendar as I know you sign up for them well in advance and will forget if you don’t write it down. Listen to daily announcements as it sometimes becomes necessary for a college to cancel or reschedule at the last minute.  Check the bulletin weekly for changes.  
· Naviance/Beacon Email: When I need to contact Seniors – to remind you about a college rep visiting, to remind you of an upcoming deadline, let you know about a scholarship opportunity, etc… I will email to your Beacon Email (or whatever email you used to sign up for Naviance).  Please make sure you are checking Naviance and your Beacon email regularly to make sure you don’t miss out on very important announcements.  
· Application Procedures: You must follow the application procedures outlined in that packet that was handed out in English classes this month.  If not, you will be turned away from handing in transcript request materials which can result in a delay in getting materials to your colleges. 
· Drop Off Times: Transcript request materials may ONLY be dropped off to the College Office during Lunch Bands and After School (2:30-4:00) on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. 
· November 1 Deadline: If you have transcript request materials for colleges with deadlines of Nov. 15th.  You must bring your forms to the College Office Thursday – November 1st.  Forms turned in afterward cannot be guaranteed to be mailed on time. 
· November 29th: If you have transcript request materials for colleges will deadlines of January. 15th.  You must bring your forms to the College Office Thursday – November 29th.  Forms turned in afterward cannot be guaranteed to be mailed before the holiday break in December. 
I. GENERAL REMINDERS

· TRANSCRIPT CHANGES – If you made a correction to your transcript, notify someone in the College Office so that we can double check your transcript for the change before we send it out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· SIGN UP IN THE COLLEGE OFFICE NOW FOR ONE-ON-ONE ESSAY HELP.  Talk to Valerie.  Come to brainstorm to get you started or work on the fine tuning.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  More times will be added.  Questions?  Speak with the College Office or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  If you make an appointment, please show up!
· Test registration information** - You may register for the SAT & SAT SUBJECT TESTS by mail (pick up a SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com (Beacon School Code Number:  333438).  Test schedule:  


SAT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	December 1st
	October 30th
	November 8th

	January 26th
	December 26th
	January 4th 


You may register for the ACT with Writing by mail (packets are in the college office) or online at www.act.org. 

ACT DATES

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	December 8th
	November 2nd
	Nov. 3rd - 15th

	February 9th
	January 4th
	January 5th – 18th


**If you are eligible for fee waivers for either exam, please come to the College Office.

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON
Week of 10/29-11/2

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	American University
	Wed.    10/31
	9:05       C
	B-10

	SUNY Purchase
	Wed.    10/31
	10:10     G
	B-10

	Oglethorpe University
	Thurs.  11/01
	9:05        F
	B-10

	Swarthmore College
	Thurs.  11/01
	1:25        G
	B-10


Week of 11/5-11/9

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Hobart and William Smith Colleges
	Mon.    11/05
	9:40       B


	B-10

	Smith College
	Mon.    11/05
	11:15     D
	B-10

	Wheaton College
	Mon.    11/05
	12:20     E
	B-10

	Monroe College
	Wed.     11/07
	10:10     G
	B-10

	Wesleyan University (new date)
	Thurs.  11/8
	1:25       G
	B-10

	Manhattan College
	Fri.       11/09
	12:20     A
	B-10


Week of 11/12-11/16

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Naval (ROTC)
	Wed.   11/15
	9:05       F
	B-10

	Middlebury College
	Fri.      11/16  
	8:00       E
	B-10

	Landmark College (new date)
	Fri.      11/16
	10:10     F
	B-10


VERY IMPORTANT!  IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP (even if you are free that band) AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER AT LEAST 3  DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.  TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!  *PLEASE CHECK WEEKLY FOR UPDATES*
III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS

Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) (New York, NY) holds Information Sessions every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at noon in Room C205.  For more information, go to www.fitnyc.edu. 
· Goucher College will be in NYC on November 17 & 18 holding interviews for prospective students. The 30-minute interviews are for high school seniors who have not already interviewed on campus, as time slots are limited.  Students can contact Jaime K. Anthony, Admissions Counselor, directly to schedule an interview (jaime.anthony@goucher.edu, 410-337-6467).  Appointments are filling up quickly, so please be sure to share this information with students ASAP.
· Ithaca College School of Music will hold auditions in New York City on February 9, 2008.  For more information about the auditions and how to schedule, go to http://www.ithaca.edu/music/auditions/index.php or contact the director of music education at 607-274-3366.
· St. Lawrence University (Canton, NY) Visit Day:  Monday, November 12, 2007.  The program begins at 10:00 a.m. and will include an admissions and financial aid overview, campus tour and faculty and student panel.  To attend, make your reservation online at www.stlawu.edu/admis/visitdays.html or call 888-454-5333.

· “Which SUNY Are You” Group Information Workshops (NYC).  The Center for Student Recruitment (CSR) (College of Optometry, Lower Mezzanine, 33 West 42nd Street between 5th and 6th Avenues) invites you and your family to attend a workshop that provides you the opportunity to explore SUNY campuses, academic programs, the application process, admissions, and financial aid.  Upcoming dates include:  October 30 at 5:30p; November 13 at 4:00p; November 20 at 5:30p; November 27 at 4:00p; December 4 at 4:00p; and December 11 at 4:00p.  For more information, go to http://www.suny.edu/Student/event_listing/ and click on NYC event.
· SUNY Binghamton NYC Information Session takes place Monday, October 29, 2007 at Fashion Institution of Technology, David Dubinsky Student Center (Building A, 8th Floor, 7th Avenue at 27th Street), 4:30-7:00 pm.  Please RSVP if you plan to attend at http://admissions.binghamton.edu/FIT.html.  This is a great opportunity to learn about the “premier public university in the northeast.”
· Syracuse University will host information sessions for:  School of Architecture, Sunday, November 4, 4-6p; College of Arts and Sciences, Sunday, November 18, 3-5p; School of Education, Tuesday, November 6, 6-7:30p; College of Human Services and Health Professions, Saturday, November 17, 1-3p; School of Information Studies, Sunday, November 18, 4-6p; College of Visual and Performing Arts, Tuesday, November 6, 5:45-6:45p (Music and CRS), 7:15-8:15p (Drama and Art).  Portfolio review and auditions sessions have been scheduled.  For more information on any of these sessions go to http://admissions.syr.edu/visitus/pdfs/Lubin-Fall-07-Event-Listing.pdf; to make an appoint to attend, please call 212-826-0335.  All sessions take place at Joseph I. Lubin House, 11 E. 61st St. (betw. Madison & Fifth Aves).

· University of Rochester in the City of New York:  “NYC Alumni Panel Presentation” is scheduled for Thursday, November 8, 2007, 6:30 – 8:30 PM.  Dean Paul Burgett of the University of Rochester moderates a panel of UR alumni living in New York City who discuss their University experiences and their professional lives.  Students can register for this event by calling Patrick O’Neill at (585) 275-8634.  The event is being held at the Nightingale Bamford School, 20 East 92nd Street, NYC.  Family and friends are welcome to attend!  Also coming up:  NYC Admissions Interviews are scheduled for Saturday, November 17, 2007, 1 – 6 PM, at the East Side Marriott.  To register for the November interviews, students can go to www.enrollment.rochester.edu/admissions/events/offcampus or call the Office of Admissions at (888) 822 - 2256.   Students who register online will need to search event by zip code and category (interviews in this case).

IV. OPEN HOUSES

· VISIT!  Clark University (Worcester, MA) Monday November 12, University Preview Day.  For more information call 800-GO CLARK or go to www.clarku.edu/previewdays.  To visit another day, go to www.clarku.edu/visit to view a schedule of tours, interviews, information sessions and personalized visits.
· DePauw University (Greencastle, IN) Fall Preview Days take place Monday, October 29, and Saturday, November 3, 2007.  For more information call the Office of Admission at 800-447-2495 or register online at www.depauw.edu/admission/events 
· Experience Hartwick College (Oneonta, NY) firsthand!  Families are invited to campus on Saturday, November 10 to attend fall open houses.  Hartwick will provide the transportation. There are seats available for 30 students and 20 parents. A bus will pick up families from 8th Avenue and 31st Street in Manhattan; it will leave early in the morning and return later in the evening on both days. It will be a long day, but well worth it.  This trip is open to high school seniors who have a 3.0 or higher grade point average and have expressed an interest in Hartwick but who have not yet visited.  You must be nominated; please come to the College Office if you are interested.  Please be aware that the Hartwick Regional Alumni sponsor a Scholarship of $8,000 per academic year for students from Manhattan enrolled at Hartwick. This scholarship is awarded to Manhattan students who have had an on- or off-campus interview.  For more information about the campus trip or the scholarship, please email or call Donna Johnson in the Admissions Office at JohnsonD@hartwick.edu or 607 431-4161.
· MarymountManhattan College will hold its Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) Interview Day on Wednesday, February 20, 2008.  To participate, you must complete your application and FAFSA forms by February 1, 2008.  For more information, contact Kevin M. Smith at 212-517-0592 or email ksmith1@mmm.edu 
· Pennsylvania Liberal Arts College Tour (November 14-16, 2007) will visit Albright College, Juniata College, Moravian College and Lebanon Valley College.  For more information and to register, contact Terri Bolman-Dalansky at Juniata College (814-641-3424) or go to www.juniata.edu/admissions/paliberalartstour.html 
· Saint John’s University (Queens, NY) Open House takes place on Sunday, November 11, 2007 at the Queens Campus and Sunday, November 11, 2007 at the Staten Island Campus.  For more information, call the Admissions Office at 888-978-5646.  Register online at www.stjohns.edu/open_house 
· SCAD Days (Savannah College of Art and Design) (Atlanta and Savannah, GA) will take place at the Atlanta, GA campus on November 3, 2007, February 2 and March 1, 2008 and at the Savannah campus on October 20, 2007 and February 16 and April 5, 2008.  For more information and to register go to www.scad.edu/visit. 

· Smith College (Northampton, MA) invites women to attend their Fall Preview open houses to learn about campus life firsthand. The programs will be held Monday, November 12, 2007 from 8:30am-3:30pm. There is no charge for the program, but you must register at least one week in advance for the event. You can register online at www.smith.edu/admission/fallpreview.  For more info, call 1-800-383-3232 or email admission@smith.edu.
· SUNY COBLESKILL Open House (Cobleskill, NY) occurs November 10, 2007, with registration at 9:00am.  Learn about programs in liberal arts, agriculture and natural resources, business and computer technologies, early childhood and culinary arts and tourism.  For more information and to register go to www.cobleskill.edu/visit 
· SUNY New Paltz hosts its annual Fall Open House on Saturday, November 10, 2007.  They will sponsor three buses for interested students and a family member, leaving at 7:15am from the Fordham Lincoln Center Campus on West 60th St.  To register on line:  http://www.newpaltz.edu/admissions/openhouse/ 
· University of Tampa (Tampa, FL) Admissions Open Houses take place on Sundays, November 11, 2007 and February 17 and April 6, 2008.  Find out more about U Tampa Honors Program, financial aid and admissions process.  For more information go to www.ut.edu or call 888-646-2738.

V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Prologue to Bates offers multicultural students an introduction to Bates College (Lewiston, ME).  You will be hosted by a Bates student, tour the campus, have an admissions interview, attend workshops and classes and meet faculty and staff.  Parents/guardians are provided separate accommodations.  November 11-13, 2007 (application deadline:  October 17).  For more information go to www.bates.edu/perspectives.xml or call 207-786-6000.
· Grinnell College (Grinnell, Iowa) sponsors its Grinnell Diversity Leaders Program, November 8-11, 2007, offering a free trip to campus for African American, Latino, Asian and Native American students to experience firsthand the liberal arts college experience.  Meet students, participate in leadership development workshops and visit classrooms.  To be considered you must complete an application, including your transcript and an essay by September 28, 2007.  For more information and an application call 800-247-0113. 
· Haverford College (PA) Multi-Cultural Open House will take place on November 10, 2007, 10:00a.  Meet faculty and students and take a campus tour.  For more information, contact Javier Garcia by e-mailing (jgarcia@haverford.edu) or calling (610-896-1367) by Monday, November 5th.
· Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH) Multicultural Visit Program offers qualified students of color the opportunity to participate in an all-expenses-paid visit.  The visit includes a stay in a dormitory and a campus tour; you will also have an admissions interview, attend admissions and financial aid workshops and interact with current students, professors and admissions staff.  There are three programs:  November 8-10; November 29-December 1, 2007.  You can apply on-line or download a MVP application at www.oberlin.edu/mvp.
· SUNY Oneonta invites interested students to the annual NYC Spend-the-Night Program.  This program is designed for AALANA (African-American, Latino, Asian and Native American) students to experience various aspects of campus life.  This all-expense-paid trip will be held on November 10-11, 2007.  You must be nominated and have a minimum GPA of 84 and composite SAT of 1000 or ACT of 22.  Please contact the College Office if you are interested.  Deadline:  October 10, 2007.  For more information call 800-SUNY-123.
· Trinity College (Hartford, CT) is sponsoring a Preview Weekend November 3-5, 2007, to give students an opportunity to explore both the academic and social aspects of the Trinity community with a focus on the experience of students of color.  The application deadline is October 15, 2007.  To apply, students must submit a transcript, PSAT or SAT report, essay, and program application (which you can get in the college office).  If selected to attend, financial assistance for transportation, housing, and meals is available.  For more information, call 860-297-2577 or email Anthony T. Berry at anthony.berry@trincoll.edu or check out www.trincoll.edu.
· “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two nights in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  The sessions run Sunday through Tuesday:  Session IV:  November 4-6, 2007 (application deadline: Oct. 21).  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Jaydeen Garcia at (802) 656-4675 or email:  Jaydeen.Garcia@uvm.edu or visit the web at http://www.uvm.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visiting/?Page=discover.html  
· Vassar College (Poughkeepsie, NY) will hold its Annual Bus Trip, Saturday-Monday, November 10-12, 2007.  This program is primarily intended for, but not limited to, students of color.  You must register by October 20, 2007.  To register on line, go to http://admissions.vassar.edu/BusTrip/ 
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS

· Association of American Medical Colleges College Fair (AAMC) will take place on Saturday, November 3, 2007 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC.  This recruitment far is targeted toward minority students, as well as other individuals interested in pursuing a career in medicine.  Parents are also invited to attend.  You must register by October 22, 2007 to attend at www.aamc.org/medicalcareerfair 
· Historically Black Colleges and Universities Fair will be held on Saturday, November 10, 10:00 am-3:00 pm at Riverbank State Park at 145th Street and Riverside Drive in Manhattan.  You must register to attend.  For more information and to register, go to http://www.nul.org, email hbcu@nyul.org or call 212-926-8000 x121.
VII. MISCELLANEOUS
· Guiding the Way to Higher Education:  Parents, Counselors and Communities Together is a publication of the National Association of College Admissions Counselors that may be helpful to parents/guardians who are unfamiliar with the college process.  Download the pamphlet at: http://www.nacacnet.org/NR/rdonlyres/99D3D986-6257-40A5-831E-6F226EE2D9C0/0/fcct.pdf
· The Japan Center at Stony Brook (JCSB) sponsors it’s 3rd annual “JCSB-Canon Essay Competition.  The aim of this essay competition is to promote awareness and understanding of Japan in the US, and to help students to broaden their international horizons.  This years theme is “Spirit of Japan.”  Deadline is December 31, 2007.  For more information and to apply, go to www.stonybrook.edu/japancenter and click on JCSB Essay Contest.
· Museum of Jewish Heritage High School Apprenticeship (Lower Manhattan) offers you a challenging program of work and study as you learn about Jewish heritage, the Holocaust, and what goes on “behind-the-scenes” at a museum.  You will participate in after-school seminars to prepare for a full-time paid summer position.  Applications are due November 15, 2007.  For more information and to download an application, go to http://www.mjhnyc.org/teach_students_a.htm 
· “My Rights, My Nation:  Talking About Constitutional Freedoms – Now and in the Future” is the title of a symposium for high school students offered by the New York Bar Association.  The program will take place Saturday, November 17, 2007.  To register, call Gabrielle Brown at 212-382-6624 or email:  gbrown@nycbar.org 
· New York Press Association Foundation 2007 First Amendment Essay Contest has a first prize of $10,000.  For complete details and an application, visit the “What’s New” page at the NYPA website:  www.nynewspapers.com.  Deadline for entries is December 4, 2007.

· OPTIONS Center for Educational and Career Choice is a free full-service college access center open to NYC students offering (1) one-on-one educational and personal counseling; (2) individual discussion of your academic record, financial situation, career interests and personal concerns; (3) assistance with the college application process; (4) financial aid guidance; (5) library of college information, databases and scholarship information; and (6) fee waivers for college applications, SATs and ACT.  For appointments and more information, call 212-873-6600 ext. 323 or go to www.goddard.org/options 
· Rider University 28th Annual High School Writing Contest offers prizes for essays, fiction and poetry.  Entries must be postmarked December 14, 2007 and be marked on the envelope according to the category of submission (FICTION, ESSAY or POETRY).  Submissions must be typed, double-spaced, with a title.  Your entry must include your name, address, grade, teacher’s name and school name and address and include a letter from your teacher verifying that it is your work.  One entry only per category.  Mail to Dr. Robbie Clipper Sethi, English Dept., Rider University, 2083 Lawrenceville Rd., Lawrenceville, NJ 08648.
· To find “TESTING OPTIONAL COLLEGES:  FairTest offers listings of bachelor-degree granting institutions where substantial portions of entering students are admitted without regard to SAT or ACT.  This list of "testing optional" colleges has soared to 755!  Complete lists in alphabetical, state-by-state and printable formats are available at http://www.fairtest.org/optinit.htm – there is no charge for accessing the lists.
· Youth Civics Project for High School Juniors & Seniors:  State Senator Liz Krueger is recruiting high school juniors and seniors for Democracy 101: The program includes a wide-range of interactive activities, debates and lectures, culminating in a Model State Senate at the City Hall Council Chambers, where students assume the roles of State Senators and debate actual bills of.  Those who complete the program receive a Senate Proclamation in recognition of their achievement and are eligible to receive letters of recommendation to colleges or other institutions.  The program meets six times throughout the school year and you must attend each session. The tentative schedule is Thursday's from 4:30 - 7pm: 12/6/07, 1/10/08, 2/7/08, 3/6/08, 4/3/08.  If you have questions regarding the  civics project, please call Patrick McCandless or Jen Krinsky at (212) 490-9535.  Got to http://www.lizkrueger.com/civicsflyer.pdf for a flyer.
VIII. SCHOLARSHIPS
Please check the bulletin board opposite the college office for a complete list of available scholarships.  We will only include new listings in the weekly bulletin.
· For a list of scholarships, most of which do not require a SSN, legal residency, or citizenship, go to http://www.maldef.org/pdf/Scholarships.pdf
· The Albert Shanker College Scholarship Fund of the United Federation of Teachers of $5,000 payable over four years.  To be eligible, you must meet the income criteria and must be eligible to apply for Federal Financial Aid (Pell Grant).  Information and a link to the application is available online at http://www.uft.org/member/education/shanker/index.html.  Application deadline is December 22, 2007.
· American Dream Scholarships – Commerce Bank is awarding more than $1.25 million in scholarship money to high school seniors attending 2- or 4-year colleges, universities or vocational-technical schools.  You must have a minimum 3.0 GPA and be employed or actively involved in your community to apply.  For details and to apply online, visit commerceonline.com/americandream.  Application deadline is December 15, 2007.
· Burger King Scholars Program offers $1,000 scholarships that may be used for educational expenses such as books and tuition fees.  For more information about eligibility, go to www.bk.com/scholars.  Applications are available online beginning October 15.  Postmark deadline is February 15, 2008.  If you have any questions contact Barby Dorado at bdorado@whopper.com or 305-378-3186.
· Carolina Rice/Univision Radio Scholarship Program offers five $2,000 cash awards.  Students must complete an essay of 150 to 250 words on:  “How will your college education help you to achieve your lifetime goals?”  Essays may be submitted in Spanish or English.  Application deadline is February 15, 2007.  Essay will be judged on conciseness, originality, grammar and spelling.  For more information:  www.carolinarice.com/scholarship or call 212-310-6000.

· The Gates Millennium Scholars Program offers scholarships to African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific Islander American or Hispanic American high school students.  You must be a U.S. citizen, legal permanent resident or national; have a GPA of 3.3 or better; have demonstrated leadership abilities; meet Federal Pel1 Grant eligibility criteria and have completed all three forms (Nominee Personal Information Form, Nominator Form and Recommender Form) by the deadline.  You must be nominated; if you qualify, come to the College Office. For more information, go to http://www.gmsp.org or call 877-690-4677. Deadline for on-line submission of all materials is January 11, 2008.  Paper submissions must be postmarked December 31, 2007.
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholars Program at New York University.  This honors program is designed to recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement, shown significant involvement in school and community activities and exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  MLK Scholars receive an annual merit scholarship of $10,000 and additional assistance based on financial need.  You must be nominated!  Nomination deadline is November 1, 2006.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  If nominated you must also apply to NYU by November 1, 2006 for early decision or January 15, 2006 for regular decision.  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Park Scholar Awards provides a renewable scholarship to seniors applying to Ithaca College's Roy H. Park School of Communication.  The scholarships cover the full cost of tuition as well as room and board and include stipends for living expenses, books and a one-time computer purchase.  To be eligible, you must complete your application to Ithaca College by December 15, 2007 and then complete the Park Scholar Award application by January 15, 2008.  For more information, go to www.ithaca,edu/parkscholars or email parkscholars@ithaca.edu.  You must be nominated.  Please speak to Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.
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