COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of May 7, 2007

Junior Advisors:  Please give a copy to each advisee

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· IT’S MAY!  IF YOU HAVEN’T TURNED IN YOUR JUNIOR PACKET . . . NOW IS THE TIME!  No packet, no meeting!  Don’t dilly-dally.  If you have not already done so, please fill out the junior packet and meeting preference sheets.  They can be returned to the College Office during lunch on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays.  Remember, you must complete BOTH the packet and the meeting preference sheet (signed by a parent) or they will not be accepted.  If you have lost either the packet or the meeting sheet do not fear, just come by the College Office to get a new set.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· Test registration information – You may register for the SAT & SAT SUBJECT TESTS by mail (pick up a SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com (Beacon School Code Number:  333438).  If you qualify for fee waivers (if you receive free or reduced lunch) please come to the College Office before you register.  Test schedule:  


SAT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	June 2

SAT & Subject Tests
	April 27
	April 28-May 9


You may register for the ACT with Writing by mail (packets are in the college office) or online at www.act.org. 


ACT DATES

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	June 9
	May 4
	May 5-18


· For a list of SAT Optional Schools:  A list of the 731 accredited, four-year degree granting institutions which admit substantial portions of their first-year classes without requiring test scores is on line at:
     http://www.fairtest.org/optinit.htm    (alphabetical order)
     http://www.fairtest.org/optstate.html   (state-by-state order)
Please check back frequently because we make regular updates as more and more schools become test score optional.
TIPS FOR SURVIVING THE COLLEGE PROCESS

· Attend College Fairs and Open Houses:  We will post and update a weekly list of College Fairs and Open Houses.  This is an extremely valuable part of the College Application Process.  Be prepared and make the most of the College Fairs.  Think about what your college preferences are:

· Do you want a co-ed or single sex college?  

· What size school do you want to attend?

· What programs of study are you considering?

· How far from home to you want to go?  

· Are you interested in specific sports or extracurricular activities?

· Do you want to attend a school in an urban, suburban or rural setting?

· Do you require special services (i.e., tutoring, note takers, readers, TDD or interpreters)?

· RESEARCH the colleges you are interested in on the internet (preferably BEFORE the fair)!

· AT THE COLLEGE FAIR:  Pick up a bag and fair directory.

· Bring pre-printed labels with your name, address, social security number and area of interest.  This way you won’t need to spend time filling out endless forms while you are at the fair and you’ll have more time to visit different college exhibits and talk to college representatives.

· You can always fill in the cards at home and send them in if you fail to prepare labels.

· Talk to the College Representatives.  

· Be aware of workshops offered and attend the ones of interest to you.

CONTINUE TO:

· Focus on your academics.  Challenge yourself with the most rigorous courses that Beacon offers that you can be successful at.  Remember, Junior grades are critically important.  
· Look into summer opportunities (job, internship, pre-college program, volunteer work, etc).  We have posted a list of summer programs and internships on the Beacon website and will be upgrading it regularly.  
· Get involved and stay involved in extracurricular activities.  Colleges like to see well-rounded students who are involved in programs outside of academics, whether they are at Beacon or outside of school.  Remember, it’s about quality of activities not quantity.  While there is no perfect combination of activities that will look "best" to colleges, it is more important that you follow through with two or three activities for several years rather than join 10 clubs in your senior year.  College admissions offices are looking for students who show dedication and growth within their extracurricular interests.  If you feel you don't have enough activities, because you have a job, or family responsibilities, DON’T WORRY, all of those things are taken into consideration. 
· Research, research, research . . . Consider the college process an elective.  You need to spend time each week exploring colleges.  Websites are a great place to start.  The College Board Website (www.collegeboard.com) and the Princeton Review website (www.review.com) are also very helpful.  
· Planning a summer vacation with your family?  Research the colleges in the area and make an appointment to visit the campuses.  There are also dozens and dozens of colleges within easy access from New York City via bus or train.  Plan some day-trips with friends.  Remember to contact the college office in advance and make an appointment.  Colleges love to hear from you and they keep records of every contact.  When it comes down to the final selection, they will be more enthusiastic about students who have shown genuine interest in the school.
II.  Open Houses

· SUNY Oswego has a Summer Open House on Friday, July 13, 2007; presents information programs Monday-Thursday, July 9-August 23 at 10a or 1pm; and has scheduled Friday Ice Cream Socials on July 20, 27 and August 3, 10, 17, 24, 2007 from 1-3:30p. 
III.  Information Sessions

· Penn State Information Program in Manhattan will take place at the Apollo Theater, 253 W. 125th Street, on Monday, May 14, 2007 (7:00-9:00pm).  To register, go to www.psu.edu/admissions/programs.htm 
· SUNY Plattsburgh Summer Open House will take place on Friday, July 13.  Go on a campus tour and meet students and faculty.  You can also attend group tours scheduled on May 5, September 22, October 13 and 27, November 17 and December 1, 2007.  For more information, call 800-673-0012 or go to Plattsburgh.edu/admissions/visit 
· Junior Connection at NYU Steinhardt School of Culture, Education and Human Development hosts a series of informal luncheon programs for high school juniors and their families.  Meet with current students, faculty and staff to discuss academic programs, internships for Steinhardt majors, student life at NYU and summer programs. Friday, May 18; Friday, June 22; Friday, July 20; and Friday, August 10, 2007.  Reserve your place now at www.steinhardt.nyu.edu/juniorconnection; if you have questions contact Ted Hannan at 212-998-5624 or email him at ted.hannan@nyu.edu. 
· The Harlem Center for Education's Educational Talent Search Program is currently recruiting Juniors for the following services: (1) Free S.A.T. prep classes Saturday's 10:00am-2:00pm; (2) Six-Week Summer program (on-site) Tues/Thurs 5-7pm (One week day mandatory along with Saturday S.A.T.).  All services are free of charge. Student's are required to come in to register for the program Mon-Fri 10am-6pm @ 1 East 104th St. between Madison and 5th Aves, room 382. For more information or copies of registration forms contact them at 212-348-9200.
IV.  Diversity

· S-PREP at Columbia University is a rigorous science and mathematics enrichment program that operates October through May during the school year.  It is designed for minority and/or economically disadvantaged high school students who are seriously interested in pursuing a career in medicine or related health professionals.  Some of the courses offered are anatomy, biochemistry, calculus, medical pathophysiology, biology or disease, genetics general chemistry and creative writing.  Participants are accepted based on the following criteria:  (1) 85% GPA, (2) strong interest in medicine or health professions, (3) ability to commit to the course schedule and (4) a mature personality.  You must also be economically disadvantaged or Black, Hispanic, Native American or Alaskan Native.  Application materials are available www.oda-ps.cumc.columbia.edu/prep.html.  Application deadline for the 2007-2008 academic year is Monday, July 16, 2007.  If you have questions, contact Natalya Niewdach at 212-305-4157.
· Black Excel, recently named as a major college help resource in editions of Ebony (Sept. 2006) and Black Enterprise (Oct. 2006) offers an online list of Black College Tours: 2007 (Black Excel Annual Listing) at http://www.blackexcel.org.   This is a listing of 26+ college tours beginning Spring break for 2007.  The different tour packages cover different regions of the country; many are low cost and sponsored by non-profit organizations like the Urban League.  Register early as many tours have a limited number of spaces.
· Emma Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media Internship:  Follow the link below for information on a paid internship for minority high school students who are interested in working in media. If you win, the internship job follows you into college for summer employment. http://www.emmabowenfoundation.com/main.html 

V.  College Fairs

· The 2007 NACAC New York City College Fair will be held on Saturday, May 12th, 2007 from Noon – 4:00 P.M. at The Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, located on 11th Avenue between 34th Street and 39th Street.  Meet with representatives from hundreds of colleges and universities and attend workshops on financial aid (how to apply and dispelling the myths) and the college application process.  Before attending the College Fair:  (1) Make a list of what you are looking for at prospective colleges (size, location, special programs, extracurricular activities); (2) do some research by visiting websites of colleges that interest you and make a list of questions to ask the college reps; and (3) once your arrive, keep track of all of the college representatives you have spoken with (get a business card, if possible) and write a note or email thanking them for their help.  This is an important first step in making contact!
· College and Career Day for Students with Disabilities sponsored by the Board of Education will take place on Saturday, May 19, 2007, from 8:00am-3:30pm at the Marriott Hotel at the Brooklyn Bridge (333 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY).  Meet college students and representatives and select from ten different morning and afternoon workshops.  For more information, call or email Judi Tucker:  212-505-6390 or jtucker@schools.nyc.gov.
· PLAN AHEAD – MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  Annual National Hispanic College Fair in New York City, November 12 and 13, 2007 at Lehman College, Apex Center in the Bronx, NY.
VI.  Miscellaneous
· 15th Annual Young Writer’s Conference:  Writing Your World, Saturday, May 19, 2007, 9:00am-5:00pm at Eugene Lang College of the New School (65 W. 11th St in NYC).  This is a FREE day-long event bringing high school writers together with prominent writing professionals in NYC.  Workshops are offered in fiction, non-fiction, poetry and journalism.
· Revolution Prep offers SAT preparation courses at the Beacon School this summer and fall.  The summer program begins July 5, 2007, and will meet Tuesdays, 9:00am-noon for classes and Thursdays, 9:00am-noon for tests.  Beginning September 15, 2007, classes will meet Tuesdays, 6:00-9:00pm for classes and Saturdays, 9:00am-1:00pm, for tests.  For more information and to register, call 877-REV-PREP (738-7737) or visit their website at www.revolutionprep.com.
· Summer Youth Employment Opportunities:  Applications are now being accepted for the New York City Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP). The program operates for seven weeks, from July 2nd through August 17, 2007, and is open to youth between the ages of 14 and 21 who reside in New York City.   Selection of participants is by lottery, and jobs pay $7.15 per hour.  The deadline for applications is May 18, 2007.  To obtain an application, call 311 or visit the Department of Youth and community Development Website at http://www.nyc.gov/dycd
· The Director of Correspondence for the Office of the Mayor is looking for a few bright, responsible high school students to help out in her office. Tasks will include filing, shredding and scanning and each student will work directly with one staff member who will provide any necessary training. The internship will last through the end of the school year (but that is negotiable). The Mayor’s Office of Correspondence receives, tracks, routes and drafts responses to letters and e-mails addressed to the Mayor. They have a high volume of mail that needs to be referred to different city agencies and the other portion of the mail is handled by staff writers. If you are interested, call Jody Kaplan, Director of Correspondence, at 212-788-2772.
· Huntington Learning Center offers test-prep programs in the SAT and the ACT, including one-on-one instruction, full-length practice tests and prep for the writing section.  The College Office has a few scholarship certificates worth $100 of fees.  For more information call 212-534-3200.  The Center is located at 1556 Third Ave (between 87 and 88th Sts).
· PowerScore Test Preparation offers full-length and weekend SAT prep:  Full-length programs include 30 hours of instruction and 16 hours of practice tests; weekend programs include 12 hours of instruction in two days.  You will receive over 1,000 pages of course material including actual SAT tests.  For more information go to www.powerscore.com.  
· NYMentor is a free College and Career Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
V.  SUMMER PROGRAMS

There are extensive updates to the Summer Program list.   Please check the College Office blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) to see the updated list.

· Syracuse University Summer College in NYC:  Here is your opportunity to explore college-level learning in courses that can provide insight into the higher-education experience. This program will take place at the High School for Leadership and Public Service (90 Trinity Place, NYC) in New York City public.  Courses offered are:  Media Literacy: Media Education and Contemporary Culture which take a look at media literacy and popular culture around three themes: (1) cultural studies; (2) media representations of identity; and (3) youth’s perspectives on the media and their representation in them.  Introduction to College -Level Writing addresses college level reading and writing practices, including learning to compose for college audiences, read challenging texts actively, make interpretations and claims and collaborate with others.  Dates: July 2 - August 10, 2007. Classes will run Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Cost: Student tuition, books, and some meals are covered through funding provided by the New York City Department of Education, the Friends of Leadership-A Chartered Alumni Club of Syracuse University, and Syracuse University.  For more information about applying, come to the College Office.
· 2007 CCNY Summer Transportation Institute is presented through a partnership with the Federal Highway Administration and the NY State Department of Transportation.  The program takes place July 2-28, 2007.  Participants will be selected on the basis of academic achievement and interest in math, science and engineering.  Accepted students will receive support for food and transportation plus a stipend upon successful completion of the Institute.  If you have any questions or concerns and to ask for an application, please contact Alma Jefferson at 212-650-8057.  Application Deadline:  May 30, 2007.  
· Summer at Hofstra offers college level courses to high school students.  Subjects include Astronomy, Chemistry, Computer Science, Fine Arts, Literature, English, Philosophy and Physics among others.  For more information go to www.hofstra.edu/summer and for an application go to www.hofstra.edu/apply or call 800-HOFSTRA (463-7872), ext. 610.
· LeapNow, Lifelong Education Alternatives and Programs offers LEAPYear and LEAPNow semesters in countries around the world for college credit.  The year-long program can involve delivering babies in Bali, rescuing cheetahs in Namibia, wrangling livestock with gauchos in Patagonia, hosting UN delegates in Geneva or studying fashion in Florence.  To learn more, go to www.leapnow.org or call 888-424-5327.
