COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of April 16, 2007: Seniors
I.  GENERAL REMINDERS

· WAITING LIST…
ARE YOU CURRENTLY ON A WAITING LIST FOR COLLEGE? If so, you MUST let the College Office know - IN PERSON - what school you are on the waitlist for.  We need to send your 3rd Quarter grades, but will not do so, if you do not notify us.  Please be sure that all grades are correct before making this request.  When maintaining your spot on the waitlist – it is a good idea to write a letter to the school reiterating your interest and letting them know why you think you are a good match.  In addition to current grades, you could send a graded paper to show them the caliber of work you are capable of.  If you have any additional test scores or letters of recommendation you can also send copies of those.   Please remember, you must make a decision to attend a school you have been admitted to and make a deposit (non-refundable) by May 1st as there are no guarantees that you will be admitted off a waitlist.  Also, it is important to be aware that at many schools, students who are admitted off a waitlist receive limited financial aid.  
· Are you stressed about your May 1st deadlines?  Not sure where you want to go to school?  The College Office staff is available to speak to you about your concerns.  Please stop by and let us know how we can help.  There will be additional information on the College Office blog about important things to consider when making this choice. 
· UPDATE YOUR COLLEGE RESULTS ON NAVIANCE – As you begin to hear back from your colleges, you must update your Naviance profile with the results from each school (i.e., were you accepted, denied, put on a wait list, etc.).  THIS WILL BE MANDATORY BEFORE GRADUATION – SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL DO IT NOW!!!!!!!!!
· SENIORITIS . . . FORGET ABOUT IT – Here’s what an actual college acceptance letter says about it:  “You must successfully complete your courses currently in progress.  You are expected to achieve the same level of academic performance, or higher, during your senior year as you have demonstrated throughout your high school years.  Failure to complete all courses in which you are currently enrolled at our level of expected achievement may result in the withdrawal of our offer of admission.”  You’ve made it this far, DON’T DROP THE BALL NOW!  

· COME SHARE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISIONS WITH THE COLLEGE OFFICE STAFF – WE WANT TO SHARE IN YOUR EXCITEMENT AND HELP YOU THROUGH YOUR DISAPPOINTMENTS!
II.  MISCELLANEOUS
· Summer Youth Employment Opportunities:  Applications are now being accepted for the New York City Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP). The program operates for seven weeks, from July 2nd through August 17, 2007, and is open to youth between the ages of 14 and 21 who reside in New York City.   Selection of participants is by lottery, and jobs pay $7.15 per hour.  The deadline for applications is May 18, 2007.  To obtain an application, call 311 or visit the Department of Youth and community Development Website at http://www.nyc.gov/dycd
· NYC Volunteer EXPO Sponsored by the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce and Community Board 8 Date:  Saturday, April 28th   Time: 10:00am –4:30PM  Place: Lenox Hill Neighborhood House 331 East 70th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenues). This is a great place to look for community service opportunities and summer internships.  For more information, please contact Brenda@manhattancc.org
· Alternative Loan Guide.  An alternative loan is a loan through a commercial lender (like a bank).  Unlike most government aid, eligibility is based on your credit history and not financial need.  Why would you use one?  Many families use alternative loans to bridge the gap between government, college, work-study or scholarship aid they are already eligible to receive and the cost of college.  How much should I borrow?  Avoid borrowing more than your anticipated first-year salary after college.  For example, if you think your first year salary will start at $40,000, do not borrow more than $10,000.  Alternative loans are generally more expensive than government loans and have tougher terms.  How to compare offers?  It can be very confusing.  Which is better:  the 7% interest with 4% fees or the 6% interest with 6% fees?  Check with www.collegegold.com/tools for information on how to analyze these numbers.

· Emma Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media Internship:  Follow the link below for information on a paid internship for minority high school students who are interested in working in media. If you win, the internship job follows you into college for summer employment. http://www.emmabowenfoundation.com/main.html 

· NYMentor is a free College and Career Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
III.  SCHOLARSHIPS

We will only be listing new Scholarship Information here each week.  For a complete and up to date listing of scholarships, check the bulletin board across from the College Office.

· Through the “Call Me Mister” Program 10 Black colleges are looking for future Black Male Teachers and will cover their tuition.  For more information about the program, more information about the participating colleges and details about the application procedure (including on-line application) go to http://www.callmemister.clemson.edu.  Participating colleges include: Benedict College, Claflin University, Clemson University, Morris College, South Carolina State University, Greenville Technical College, Midlands Technical College, Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College and Tri-County Technical College. 

· Club Primevere Annual Scholarship Award offers two scholarships to Haitian American students.  You must be of Haitian origin with demonstrated leadership skills.  Application includes writing an essay:  “To improve the image of the Haitian community in New York, I would propose the following . . . “  The scholarships are $500-$1,000.  Deadline is May 25, 2007.  For more information, call or email Rose Marline Mith-Charles at 718-739-7345, rmarline02@aol.com 

· Scholarships for New York Students:  There is a new publication listing dozens of scholarship opportunities, how the scholarships work, eligibility, and how to apply. To download a PDF file, copy-and-paste the following link into your web browser: http://www.newvisions.org/teaching_learning/downloads/scholarships_2007.pdf  If you are unable to download PDF files, you can request a copy by responding to this email, or by calling Travis in State Senator Liz Krueger’s office at 212-490-9535.
