COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of March 19, 2007

I.  GENERAL REMINDERS

· UPDATE YOUR COLLEGE RESULTS ON NAVIANCE – As you begin to hear back from your colleges, you must update your Naviance profile with the results from each school (i.e., were you accepted, denied, put on a wait list, etc.).  
· SENIORITIS . . . FORGET ABOUT IT – Here’s what an actual college acceptance letter says about it:  “You must successfully complete your courses currently in progress.  You are expected to achieve the same level of academic performance, or higher, during your senior year as you have demonstrated throughout your high school years.  Failure to complete all courses in which you are currently enrolled at our level of expected achievement may result in the withdrawal of our offer of admission.”  You’ve made it this far, DON’T DROP THE BALL NOW!  

· FINANCIAL AID College Applications are not complete when you have mailed out your application materials.  YOU MUST BE VERY MINDFUL OF FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES.  Do not drop the ball on Financial Aid – you must read the financial aid sections of your application instructions for each school.  Not all school’s requirements will be the same.  Financial aid is first come, first served – don’t miss deadlines

· Make sure you are checking in with your colleges to be sure that all application materials have been received.  Give them 3-4 weeks from when you mailed your materials to the time that you call to see if they have been received. 
II.  MISCELLANEOUS
· Alternative Loan Guide.  An alternative loan is a loan through a commercial lender (like a bank).  Unlike most government aid, eligibility is based on your credit history and not financial need.  Why would you use one?  Many families use alternative loans to bridge the gap between government, college, work-study or scholarship aid they are already eligible to receive and the cost of college.  How much should I borrow?  Avoid borrowing more than your anticipated first-year salary after college.  For example, if you think your first year salary will start at $40,000, do not borrow more than $10,000.  Alternative loans are generally more expensive than government loans and have tougher terms.  How to compare offers?  It can be very confusing.  Which is better:  the 7% interest with 4% fees or the 6% interest with 6% fees?  Check with www.collegegold.com/tools for information on how to analyze these numbers.
· Emma Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media Internship:  Follow the link below for information on a paid internship for minority high school students who are interested in working in media. If you win, the internship job follows you into college for summer employment. http://www.emmabowenfoundation.com/main.html 

· Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts presents its Individual Enrichment Program Summer Seminar.  This is an intensive 4-week seminar (June 30-July 28, 2007).  The program is designed for students with academic potential and designed to help students make an easier transition to college academic life.  The program is free of charge to most eligible applicants (eligibility criteria are:  first-generation college student, low income and/or documented disability).  This is an opportunity for students who do not meet traditional academic standards to gain admission to MCLA.  For more information, contact Caissa McClinton at 413-662-5410 or 800-969-MCLA or email at admissions@mcla.edu.  For more information about MCLA go to www.mcla.edu.
· NYMentor is a free College and Career Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
III.  SCHOLARSHIPS

We will only be listing new Scholarship Information here each week.  For a complete and up to date listing of scholarships, check the bulletin board across from the College Office.

· BP Community Scholarship Program provides $1,000 scholarships to qualified students demonstrating financial need.  Grades are not the only factor:  they will be looking at work history, community involvement and financial need.  For more information visit the scholarship website at www.bpscholarships.org to download a copy of the application form.  Deadline is May 4, 2007.  
