COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of January 15, 2007

I.  GENERAL REMINDERS

· MID – YEAR GRADES – Please be aware that mid year grades will AUTOMATICALLY be sent to ALL colleges that seniors have applied to.  It is NOT necessary for seniors to turn in any forms, envelopes or stamps.  These grades will be sent in early February as soon as teachers report grades.  When first semester grades are given out – you must notify the college office immediately if any grades are incorrect. 

· FINANCIAL AID -  College Applications are not complete when you have mailed out your application materials.  YOU MUST BE VERY MINDFUL OF FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES.  Do not drop the ball on Financial Aid – you must read the financial aid sections of your application instructions for each school.  Not all school’s requirements will be the same.  Financial aid is first come, first served – don’t miss deadlines.  

· Make your life easier, FOLLOW PROCEDURES!  Fill in your Transcript Request forms completely; don’t forget an envelope (correctly addressed to the intended college) and stamps.  Check the schedule on the College Office door for drop-off times.
· Need help with your College Essay?  There’s still time.  Check in at the College Office for Valerie’s schedule. Or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  Include a copy of your essay both as an attachment and in the body of the email.  Give yourself a break . . . don’t procrastinate!  
· Check the Scholarship Listing right here in the Weekly Bulletin.  Not all scholarships are based on academic achievement.  Many are based on need, interests and very specific criteria.  Don’t assume you don’t qualify.

II.  OPEN HOUSES

· McGill University (Montreal, Canada) Open House will take place Sunday, January 28, 2007, 11:00am-4:00pm.  Come speak with the faculty, admissions officers and student representatives, attend faculty presentations and information sessions and tour the campus.  For more information, including directions, go to www.mcgill.ca/openhouse. 
· SUNY Maritime College Open Houses take place Saturday, February 3, 2007.  Tour the beautiful 55-acre waterfront campus, meet faculty and students and attend workshops on admissions, academic options and financial aid.  RSVP at 718-409-7222 or email:  admissions@sunymaritime.edu (Subject:  Open House).

III  INFORMATION SESSIONS
· New York's College Goal Sunday is February 11th, 2007 1 - 4:00PM!  Want help applying for financial aid for college?  You and your parents can get help with the first step in this process – applying for student financial aid, using the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  College Goal Sunday hosts online application help sessions at 13 locations across New York State. Go to the event near you to get free, hands-on professional help with filling out your FAFSA.  In Manhattan, that's at A. Philip Randolph High School (135 St. and Convent Ave.).  To prepare for College Goal Sunday go to:  http://collegegoalsundayny.com/GetStarted.asp.  To register, click on "Where to Go" and then "Manhattan" (or Bronx or Staten Island).  
· Pace University 2007 Financial Aid Workshops will help you discover how easy it is to take advantage of financial aid opportunities at Pace.  These programs will take place at the Pace NY campus (One Pace Plaza, NY, NY 10038, (212-346-1300):  Tuesday, January 16 (Faculty Dining Room), 6-7pm; Saturday, January 20 (Lecture Hall North), 11am-1pm (Spanish speaking counselor will be available);  Saturday, January 27 (Student Union Movie Dance Room), 11am-1pm (Spanish speaking counselor will be available); Thursday, February 1 (Faculty Dining Room), 6-7pm.
· SUNY College at Oneonta On-Site Admissions Program for AALANA students (African-American, Latino(a), Asian and Native American) hopes to interest racially and culturally diverse students in its programs.  The program takes place between January 22-26, 2007 at the SUNY Metropolitan Recruitment Center at 420 Lexington Ave from 9am-5pm.  If you are interested and have applied to SUNY schools, call Justin Brymn at 800-SUNY-123 for additional information.  Students who are accepted will be invited to attend a Spend-the-Night Program (March 25-26, 2007) to learn more about the campus and its programs.
· SUNY Statewide Student Financial Aid Days 2007.  30 SUNY campuses across New York State will be offering financial aid workshops in January and February. Many campuses will also provide hands-on assistance from SUNY financial aid professionals in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Saturdays, January 20 or February 10, 2007.  If you have questions about these events or the online event registration process, please contact the SUNY Recruitment Response Center at 1-800-342-3811 or by email at askSUNY@suny.edu or go to www.suny.edu/studentevents.
IV.  MISCELLANEOUS
· Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts presents its Individual Enrichment Program Summer Seminar.  This is an intensive 4-week seminar (June 30-July 28, 2007).  The program is designed for students with academic potential and designed to help students make an easier transition to college academic life.  The program is free of charge to most eligible applicants (eligibility criteria are:  first-generation college student, low income and/or documented disability).  This is an opportunity for students who do not meet traditional academic standards to gain admission to MCLA.  For more information, contact Caissa McClinton at 413-662-5410 or 800-969-MCLA or email at admissions@mcla.edu.  For more information about MCLA go to www.mcla.edu.
· Free Art Classes for High School Students living in the five boroughs of New York City.  Classes include Drawing and Painting (charcoal, pastel, watercolor, pen and ink, acrylic) and Drawing and Sculpture (clay, papier-mâché, wood, found objects, wire).  Portfolio assistance is available in all classes.  Classes are available in Manhattan, Queens and Brooklyn, and run from January 20-March 24, 2007.  To register, contact Laura McLelland at 212-524-0102 or lmclelland.jmf@mindspring.com.  The classes are sponsored by The Joan Mitchell Foundation (www.joanmitchellfoundation.org) in partnership with Community Centers around the city.  Classes are free, including materials.  Spaces are limited.  Call today.
· NYMentor is a free College and Career Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
· The Community Office of Assembly Member Daniel O'Donnell is looking for interns.  To volunteer or intern, please fax or mail a cover letter and resume to 212-864-1095 or 245 W. 104th St., New York, NY 10025.  For more information, contact Carrie at 212-866-3970.

IV.  SCHOLARSHIPS

We will only be listing new Scholarship Information here each week.  For a complete and up to date listing of scholarships, check the bulletin board across from the College Office.

· Syracuse University School of Architecture Scholarship available for African American students.  Mark Robbins, Dean of Syracuse University's School of Architecture, is seeking young men and women of color interested in pursuing a five year professional degree in Architecture.  He is deeply committed to bringing diversity to his field and has scholarship money set aside to fully cover education costs for 10 students.  Syracuse University's School of Architecture has a great reputation and this is a terrific opportunity for interested students.  Contact:  Mark Robbins, Dean School of Architecture, 315 443 2255 or robbinsm@syr.edu
