COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of September 8, 2005
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

Welcome SENIORs!  Let the games begin.  To avoid going crazy with deadlines later, start the application process now.  Come to the College Office, say “hello”, see what’s going on (remember – we are “down-under” in B-10).  Right now we are finalizing the calendar of college representatives coming to Beacon.  Shortly we will begin offering College Essay and Interview Workshops as well as one-on-one help with your essay (see below).  We will soon be scheduling individual appointments with Ms. Binder.  The sooner you sign up, the sooner you can get started. 
I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· Check the WEEKLY BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated weekly.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on open houses, college fairs, information sessions and scholarships.  Don’t miss out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  
· Need help with your College Essay?  I’m Valerie Cihylik, call me Valerie, and I’m here to help.  Ms. Binder and I will be conducting college essay workshops during the next few weeks to help get you started.  I’ll also be available to meet with you one-on-one.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see me.  We can work together on fine-tuning or we can brainstorm to get you started.  HEY!  I’m a volunteer, the service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  I’m very flexible.  Tell Ms. Binder what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email me:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  October 8, 2005 (registration deadline is September 9, 2005; late deadline is September 14, 2005); November 6, 2004 (registration deadline is September 30, 2005; late deadline is October 12, 2004); December 3, 2005 (registration deadline is October 28, 2005; late deadline is November 9, 2005); January 28, 2006 (registration deadline is December 22, 2005; late deadline is January 4, 2006).  
· If you have not done so already – start contacting the schools you are interested in to request application materials.  You can do this by phone, or email and most schools even have their applications online.  

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON
Representatives from the following colleges will be visiting the Beacon School in the month of September.  We are just beginning to schedule – updates will be posted soon.
Week of 9/12-9/16
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Antioch College (OH)
	Fri. 9/16
	1:50 (D)
	B-10

	
	
	
	B-10


Week of 9/19-9/23
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Occidental College (CA)
	Mon.  9/19
	10:35 (A)
	B-10

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Very Important!

IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER SEVERAL DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.  TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!

III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Brown University invites students, parents and alumni to a gathering to discuss life at Brown, focusing on perspectives from the minority community.  Saturday, September 24, 2005, 11:00am-1:00pm at Stuyvesant High School, Murray Kahn Theater, 1st Floor, 345 Chambers Street, New York, NY.  To RSVP call Diane Duphily at (401) 863-7938 or email: Diane_Duphily@brown.edu and visit the web at  www.brown.edu/Administration/Admission/gettoknowus/brownnearyou.html
· Colgate University invites interested students and their parents to attend an information session at Trinity School, 139 W. 91st Street, New York, NY.  To make a reservation:  visit their website at www.colgate.edu or call 315-228-7401.
· SUNY University Centers Honors Event.  SUNY’s four university centers (University at Albany, Binghamton University, University at Buffalo and Stony Brook University) along with the Metropolitan Recruitment Center will host an Honors Reception on Thursday, September 29, 2005, 6:30-9:00pm at the New York Marriott Marquis Hotel (1535 Broadway, Salons 3&4 on the 5th Floor).  Qualified students may register online at www.suny.edu/studentevents or by calling (800) 342-3811
· Washington University in St. Louis invites you to meet with an Admissions Officer, alumni and parents of current students on Sunday, October 23, 2005, 2-3:30p at Directors Guild Theater, 110 W. 57th Street, New York, NY.  No reservation necessary.  For more information:  800-638-0700 or visit their website:  admissions.wustl.edu
IV. OPEN HOUSES
· Cornell University Open House (Ithaca, NY), including the university’s two state assisted colleges, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and School of Industrial and Labor Relations, provides a wonderful opportunity for interested students and their parents to spend a day on campus.  Learn about academic programs, admissions requirements, financial aid, and student life.  Faculty, staff and students will be on hand to answer questions.  Saturday, October 15, 2005.  Register on-line:  http://www.openhouse.cornell.edu/
· Fairfield University, the Jesuit university in Connecticut, has scheduled several upcoming events:  Preview Day (Fall Open House), Saturday, October 1, 2005: students and parents learn about the school through academic and student presentations; Find it at Fairfield (September 10, 24, October 15, 29, November 5 and 12, 2005): you and your parents can participate in information sessions, campus tours and various presentations; Nursing Open House, Friday, September 30, 2005: meet with faculty, staff and current students, tour the nursing facility and learn about the programs innovative curriculum (registration at 9am, lunch included); and Weekday information sessions, campus tours and interviews: Monday-Friday, 10:30am and 1:30pm, interviews 9am-2pm.  To find out more or to sign up, call (203) 254-4100 or visit the web at www.fairfield.edu
· Explore Goucher College (Baltimore, MD) Monday, October 10 and Monday, November 7, 2005 or Saturday, April 29, 2006.  Tour the campus, visit classes and get the lowdown on student life from the students who are living it.  Register online at www.goucher.edu or call (800) GOUCHER, x6585.
· Howard University Open House (Washington, DC), Saturday, September 10, 2004, 9am-noon.  Get the answers to all your admissions questions.  Program includes a campus tour, student panel, admission and financial aid session, as well as exhibits from the university’s schools, colleges and student organizations.  RSVP:  202-806-2755 or www.howard.edu/enrollmentmanagement/openhouse.htm
· Iona College (New Rochelle, NY) holds its fall open house on Sunday, November 6, 2005.  Meet with faculty, student reps from campus organizations and chat with coaches from their 21 Division I athletic programs.  For more information and to register:  (914) 633-2622 or visit the web at www.iona.edu
· Lafayette College (Easton, PA) offers a general Open House on September 30 and November 11, 2005, including admission information sessions, campus tours and classes (8:30am – 2pm); Engineering Open House, October 21, 2005, registration 8-8:45am, including an overview of the program, visits to state-of-the art laboratories and an opportunity to interact with faculty and students.  For more information, please call (610) 330-5100 or visit the web at www.lafayette.edu
· Muhlenberg College (Allentown, PA) offers two Senior Open House Programs on October 22 and November 12, 2005.  The programs including financial aid workshops, campus tours, student/parent information panels and departmental tours.  For more information and to make a reservation call (484) 664-3203 or visit the web at www.muhlenberg.edu
· Skidmore College (Saratoga Springs, NY), where creative thought matters, has several Open House programs to choose from:  General Campus Open Houses, October 10 and November 11, 2005; Science/Mathematics Open House, October 30, 2005; Dance Open House, October 22, 2005; Studio Art Open House, October 29, 2005; and Theater Open House, November 19, 2005.  For more information, call (800) 867-6007 or visit the web at www.skidmore.edu
· Suffolk University (Boston, MA) presents several programs for interested students:  Information Sessions (September 24, October 1, 15, 2005 and February 21 and April 20, 2006); Open House November 19, 2005; Careers in Art and Design, October 29, 2005; and Careers in Business, December 3, 2005.  For more information, call (617)  573-8460 or visit www.suffolk.edu
· University of Connecticut (Storrs, CT) Open House:  Sunday, September 25, 2005, 8:30am – 3pm.  For more information go to openhouse.uconn.edu or call (860) 486-3137.
· Wellesley College presents Open Campus, Monday, October 10, 2005 (Columbus Day), 8:30am-4:00pm – take a campus tour, attend information sessions, student panels, workshops on financial aid, essay writing and the application process and mock classes.  For more information log on to:  www.wellesley.edu/admission/fall2005 or call (781) 283-2270.
V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Discover Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students from across the country to visit the college.  Colby will be responsible for all travel, food and lodging expenses incurred during the visit.  You must register for this program, including a transcript, most recent SAT/ACT scores and interest statement.  There are three programs:  1st Sunday and Monday of October, 4th Sunday and Monday of October and 1st Sunday and Monday of November.  For more information call (800) 723-3032 or visit the web at http://www.colby.edu  
· Focus on Diversity at Mount Holyoke (South Hadley, MA) offers one exceptional Beacon female senior to receive free bus transportation to and from New York City.  Focus on Diversity is a program for talented prospective students of color and all students who have demonstrated a strong commitment to issues of diversity.  Participants will stay with current student hosts and have the opportunity to “shadow” their hosts and attend classes on Monday.  November 6-7, 2005.  Please let your advisor know that you are interested; you must be nominated and be serious about attending Mount Holyoke.  Nominations are due on Friday, September 23, 2005 and must include your high school transcript.  For more information visit www.mtholyoke.edu/adm/
· Smith College’s Women of Distinction Program is a three-day program for high school seniors designed to highlight the opportunities at Smith for African American, Asian American, Latina and Native American students.  In addition to attending panels and workshops on student life and the college admissions process, participants will meet with faculty and current students and explore Northampton, MA.  Acceptance is competitive and based on academic and personal qualities.  Application deadline is September 14, 2005.  If you are interested, come to the College Office or download the application at www.smith.edu/admission/wod
·  “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two days in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  Session I:  October 9-11, 2005 (application deadline: September 23, 2005); Session II: October 23-25, 2005 (application deadline:  October 7, 2005); Session III:  November 6-8, 2005 (application deadline: October 21, 2005).  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Erik Wallenberg (802) 656-4675 or email:  Erik.Wallenberg@uvm.edu or visit the web at www.uvm.edu/admissions/rsvp
· ALANA (African American, Latina/Hispanic, Asian American, Native American) Fall Open Campus at Wellesley College (Wellesley, MA) is an overnight program for high school women of color.  October 30-31, 2005 (Sunday-Monday).  Take a campus tour, attend information sessions, student panels, workshops on financial aid, essay writing and the application process and sit in on classes.  For more information log on to:  www.wellesley.edu/admission/fall2005 or call (781) 283-2270.
VI. SCHOLARSHIPS
· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 state scholarships to 52 students and 10 additional $15,000 scholarships to national recipients.  National scholarship winners will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  To qualify students must be well-rounded, determined to succeed and have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  Application deadline is December 15, 2005.  To learn more about AXA Achievement and read about some past winners, visit www.axa-achievement.com
· Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites nominations to the Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Program.  This program is for outstanding African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students who have demonstrated academic strength and leadership potential.  You must be nominated to be considered.  Students who qualify for financial aid receive special grants as part of their financial aid package.  Deadline for nominations:  November 15, 2005 for Early Decision I Candidates and January 1, 2006 for Early Decision II Candidates.  Nominations and requests for information should be addressed to Chair, Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Committee, Office of Admissions, Colby College, Waterville, ME 04901-8848.  (See above in Diversity for “Discovery Colby” opportunities.)
· William H. and Elizabeth G. Danforth Scholars Program at Washington University in St. Louis.  This program seeks seniors who have exhibited the capacity for service and leadership, as well as academic excellence, and who will embrace the challenges of a rigorous curriculum.  Deadline is October 15, 2005.  You must be nominated.  Contact Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.  For more information about Washington University:  www.wustl.edu
· Filene Music Scholarships at Skidmore College provide gifted young musicians the opportunity to further their musical studies and develop their talents as part of a liberal arts education (you don’t need to major in music).  The department awards three scholarships based solely on the basis of musical excellence and a fourth based on excellence and the department’s current ensemble needs.  The scholarship is for $10,000 a year for four years.  Decisions are based on the annual Filene Foundation Music Competition.  Competition is open to high school seniors who meet the criteria for admission to Skidmore College and who apply for admission by January 15, 2006.  Students are allowed to compete only once.  Preliminary round:  January 15, 2006; Final Round:  April 1, 2006.  For more information visit the web at www.skidmore.edu/academics/music/scholarships/schlrshp.htm or contact Thomas Denny, Chair of the Music Department at tdenny@skidmore.edu
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholars Program at New York University.  This honors program is designed to recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement, shown significant involvement in school and community activities and exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  MLK Scholars receive an annual merit scholarship of $10,000 and additional assistance based on financial need.  Nomination deadline is November 1, 2005.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  If nominated you must also apply to NYU by November 1, 2005 for early decision or January 15, 2006 for regular decision.  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu 
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Steinhardt School of Education Scholarships at NYU are awarded to students who have a strong interest in teaching as a career and who have an excellent academic record and have demonstrated a dedication to serving others.  Please come to the College Office if you are interested; you must be nominated.  Nominated students will attend an Open House at NYU in October.  Nomination deadline is September 19, 2005.  
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS
· Watch here for information about up-coming College Fairs!
