COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of September 5, 2006
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

WHO’S WHO IN THE College Office:  Returning to get the next generation of seniors calmly through the college process are Stephanie Binder, College Counselor, Raydale Blaylock, College Office Administrator, and Valerie Cihylik, the Essay Lady.  
WHO’S NEW IN THE College Office:  Kevin Fleck, Guidance and College Counselor, comes to The Beacon School as ninth grade guidance counselor and will also join the College Office team as College Counselor.  Liz Dehner from Fordham University and Amy Corrigan from Teachers College join us as College Office Interns.  Come in and say “hello!”
Welcome SENIORs!  Let the games begin.  To avoid going crazy with deadlines later, start the application process now.  Get in the habit of stopping by the College Office to see what’s going on.  Look for postings both here and outside the College Office of college representatives coming to Beacon.  Shortly, we will begin offering College Essay and Interview Workshops as well as one-on-one help with your essay (see below).  We will soon be scheduling individual appointments with Ms. Binder and Mr. Fleck (assisted by Liz and Amy).  Details about signing up for meetings will be given out in advisory tomorrow.
I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· Check the WEEKLY BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated weekly.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on open houses, college fairs, information sessions and scholarships.  Don’t miss out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  
· Need help with your College Essay?  Talk to Valerie, and she’s here to help.  Valerie will be conducting college essay workshops during the next few weeks to help get you started.  You can also make an appointment to meet with her one-on-one.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see her.  Together you can brainstorm to get you started or work on the fine tuning.  HEY!  The service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  Valerie is very flexible.  Speak with the College Office staff about what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email Valerie:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).
· Test registration information - You may register for the SAT & SAT SUBJECT TESTS by mail (pick up a SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com (Beacon School Code Number:  333438).  Test schedule:  

SAT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	October 14th
	September 12th
	September 20th

	November 4th
	September 29th
	October 11th

	December 2nd
	November 1st
	November 9th

	January 27th
	December 20th
	January 4th 


You may register for the ACT with Writing by mail (packets are in the college office) or online at www.act.org. 

ACT DATES
	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Late Deadline (extra fee)

	October 28th
	September 22nd
	October 6th

	December 9th
	November 3rd
	November 16th

	February 10th
	January 5th
	January 19th


               **If you are eligible for fee waivers for either exams, please come to the College Office.

· If you have not done so already – start contacting the schools you are interested in to request application materials.  You can do this by phone, or email and most schools even have their applications online.  

· The College Office has new software to help you keep track the college process called Naviance.  During the first few weeks of school, College Office Staff will train you on how to use this software that we hope will make your research and keeping track of your applications easier.
· Something simple to do to get started:  Since every college application requires you to list all the classes you are currently taking and plan to take Senior Year, type up a list of these classes.  When you begin to fill out applications, all you have to do is cut and paste this information onto your application.  Put together your HIGH SCHOOL RESUME.  Check out the College Portal for a template that will make this a very simple process.  Again, every college will ask you to list awards, community service, jobs, skills, etc.  With a High School Resume, you can either cut and paste the information, or attach a complete copy to your application.

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON
Watch this space for a weekly schedule of visiting college representatives.  For this first week of school, please check our posting outside the college office for up-coming visits. Very Important! in order to attend the visit you must sign up, get a pass from the college office and ask permission from your teacher at least 3 days in advance if you are missing class.  teachers have every right to say no!
III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Colgate University invites interested students and their parents to attend an information session on Wednesday, September 27, 2006, at Trinity School, 139 W. 91st Street, New York, NY.  To make a reservation:  visit their website at www.colgate.edu or call 315-228-7401.
IV. OPEN HOUSES
· Manhattan College (Riverdale, NY) Open House will take place on Sunday, October 29, 2006 from noon to 3 pm.  If you have questions, please call the Admissions Office at 718-862-7200 or visit the web at www.manhattan.edu 
V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Prologue to Bates offers multicultural students an introduction to Bates College (Lewiston, ME).  You will be hosted by a Bates student, tour the campus, have an admissions interview, attend workshops and classes and meet faculty and staff.  Parents/guardians are provided separate accommodations.  There are two sessions:  October 8-10, 2006 (application deadline:  September 13, 2006) or November 9-11, 2006 (application deadline:  October 17, 2006).  For more information go to www.bates.edu/perspectives.xml or call 207-786-6000.
· Bowdoin Invitational Weekend (Brunswick, ME) is an all-expenses paid weekend for talented low income and/or multicultural students from around the country.  You must be nominated by September 15, 2005.  If you are interested come to the College Office.  Participants will stay with current Bowdoin students in campus housing, have personal admissions interviews and attend classes as well as admissions and financial aid sessions.  The Invitation is October 26-29, 2005.  For more information, call Pat Folger at 207-725-3878.
· Discover Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students from across the country to visit the college.  Colby will be responsible for all travel, food and lodging expenses incurred during the visit.  You must register for this program, including a transcript, most recent SAT/ACT scores and interest statement.  In order to arrange for a visit, you must apply by September 18, 2006.  For more information call (800) 723-3032 or visit the web at http://www.colby.edu  
· Focus on Diversity at Mount Holyoke (South Hadley, MA) offers one exceptional Beacon female senior to receive free bus transportation to and from New York City.  Focus on Diversity is a program for talented prospective students of color and all students who have demonstrated a strong commitment to issues of diversity.  Participants will stay with current student hosts and have the opportunity to “shadow” their hosts and attend classes on Monday.  November 5-6, 2006.  Please let your advisor know that you are interested; you must be nominated and be serious about attending Mount Holyoke.  Nominations are due on Friday, September 18, 2006 and must include your high school transcript.  For more information visit www.mtholyoke.edu/adm/
· Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH) Multicutural Visit Program offers qualified students of color the opportunity to participate in an all-expenses-paid visit.  The visit includes a stay in a dormitory and a campus tour; you will also have an admissions interview, attend admissions and financial aid workshops and interact with current students, professors and admissions staff.  There are three programs:  October 5-7, 2006 (application deadline:  September 11, 2006); November 9-11, 2006 (application deadline:  October 16, 2006); November 30-December 2, 2006 (application deadline:  November 6, 2006).  To apply and for more information visit:  www.oberlin.edu/flyin 
· Smith College’s Women of Distinction Program is a three-day program for high school seniors designed to highlight the opportunities at Smith for African American, Asian American, Latina and Native American students.  In addition to attending panels and workshops on student life and the college admissions process, participants will meet with faculty and current students and explore Northampton, MA.  Acceptance is competitive and based on academic and personal qualities.  Application deadline is September 20, 2006.  If you are interested, come to the College Office or download the application at www.smith.edu/admission/wod 
·  “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two days in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  Session I:  September 24-26, 2006 (application deadline: September 8, 2006); Session II:  October 8-10, 2006 (application deadline: September 22, 2006); Session III: October 22-24, 2006 (application deadline:  October 6, 2006); Session IV:  November 5-7, 2006 (application deadline: October 20, 2006).  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Erik Wallenberg (802) 656-4675 or email:  Erik.Wallenberg@uvm.edu or visit the web at www.uvm.edu/admissions/rsvp
VI. SCHOLARSHIPS
· Coca-Cola Scholars Program offers scholarships of $10,000 to $20,000 to well-rounded students with a highly developed interest in their community.  Application deadline is October 31, 2006.  For more information and to apply on-line, go to http://www.coca-colascholars.org or call at 800-306-2653.
· Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites nominations to the Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Program.  This program is for outstanding African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students who have demonstrated academic strength and leadership potential.  You must be nominated to be considered.  Students who qualify for financial aid receive special grants as part of their financial aid package.  Deadline for nominations:  November 15, 2006 for Early Decision I Candidates and January 1, 2007 for Early Decision II Candidates.  Nominations and requests for information should be addressed to Chair, Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Committee, Office of Admissions, Colby College, Waterville, ME 04901-8848.  (See above in Diversity for “Discovery Colby” opportunities.)
· William H. and Elizabeth G. Danforth Scholars Program at Washington University in St. Louis.  This program seeks seniors who have exhibited the capacity for service and leadership, as well as academic excellence, and who will embrace the challenges of a rigorous curriculum.  Deadline is January 15, 2007.  You must be nominated.  Contact Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.  For more information about Washington University:  www.wustl.edu
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholars Program at New York University.  This honors program is designed to recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement, shown significant involvement in school and community activities and exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  MLK Scholars receive an annual merit scholarship of $10,000 and additional assistance based on financial need.  You must be nominated!  Nomination deadline is November 1, 2006.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  If nominated you must also apply to NYU by November 1, 2006 for early decision or January 15, 2006 for regular decision.  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu 
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information visit http://admissions.nyu.edu/fincial_aid/scholarships or contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500).  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Steinhardt School of Education Scholarships at NYU are awarded to students who have a strong interest in teaching as a career and who have an excellent academic record and have demonstrated a dedication to serving others.  The scholarship has a value between $1,000-$15,000 annually.  Please come to the College Office if you are interested; you must be nominated.  Nominated students will attend an Open House at NYU in October.  Nomination deadline is September 18, 2006.  
· The Stony Wold-Herbert Fund offers scholarships to students with pulmonary problems who live in the greater New York City area or plan to study in the New York metropolitan area.  For more information and to inquire about eligibility, call Cheri Friedman at 212-753-6565.  
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS
· Watch here for information about up-coming College Fairs!
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