COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of September 20th 2004
Junior & Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

Welcome SENIORs!  Let the games begin.  To avoid going crazy with deadlines later, start the application process now.  Come to the College Office, say “hello”, see what’s going on (remember – we moved to B-10).  Right now we are finalizing the calendar of college representatives coming to Beacon, we’re offering a College Essay Workshop as well as one-on-one help with your essay (see below), and we are scheduling individual appointments with Ms. Binder.  All you need to do is sign up.  
I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· Check the WEEKLY BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated weekly.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on scholarships, college fairs, information sessions and open houses.  Don’t miss out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  
(ok, the next issue is not related to the college process – but very important)
· 18 years old before November 2nd?  REGISTER TO VOTE!  It’s easy.  You must be a citizen of the U.S. and you must be a New York State resident for at least 30 days before registering.  You can register in person or by mail.  To find out the nearest location to register or to print a voter registration form, go to: http://www.vote.nyc.ny.us/register.jsp  Remember, you must register 25 days before the next election!  OCTOBER 5TH!  This may be one of the most important things you ever do – registering to vote and then VOTING!
· Need help with your College Essay?  I’m Valerie Cihylik, call me Valerie, and I’m here to help.  Ms. Binder and I will be conducting college essay workshops during the next few weeks to help get you started.  I’ll also be available to meet with you one-on-one.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see me.  We can work together on fine-tuning or we can brainstorm to get you started.  HEY!  I’m a volunteer, the service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  I’m very flexible.  Tell Ms. Binder what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email me:  vcihylik@beaconschool.org or vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  October 9, 2004 (registration is now closed for this test); November 6, 2004 (registration deadline is October 1, 2004; late deadline is October 13, 2004); December 4, 2004 (registration deadline is October 29, 2004; late deadline is November 10, 2004); January 22, 2005 (registration deadline is December 20, 2004; late deadline is December 29, 2004).  
· If you have not done so already -  start contacting the schools you are interested in to request application materials.  You can do this by phone, or email and most schools even have their applications online.  

II. COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON
Representatives from the following colleges will be visiting the Beacon School in the month of September:
Week of 9/20-9/24
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Vassar College
	Mon.   9/20
	11:40 (E)
	B-10

	Brandeis University
	Mon.  9/20
	12:45 (G)
	B-10

	Brown University
	Thurs. 9/23
	9:30 (F)
	B-10


Week of 9/27-10/1
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	SUNY – Binghamton
	Thurs. 9/27
	12:45 (B)
	B-10

	Hofstra University
	Tues. 9/28
	9:30 (D)
	B-10

	Oberlin College
	Tues. 9/28
	1:50 (B)
	B-10

	Dartmouth College
	Wed. 9/29
	9:25 (G)
	B-10

	Washington Univ. – St. Louis
	Thurs. 9/30
	9:25 (F)
	B-10

	New York University
	Thurs. 9/30
	10:30 (E)
	TBA


Very Important!

IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER SEVERAL DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.  TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!

III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· An Evening with Cornell University.  Here’s an opportunity to discuss the admissions process and meet local alumni who will tell you about the Cornell experience.  Wednesday, September 22, 2004, 7:30-9pm, Trinity School, 137 W. 91st Street, New York, NY.  RSVP at http://www.admissions.cornell.edu/rsvp/
· Dartmouth College invites prospective applicants and their parents for an information session on Tuesday, September 28, 2004, 7pm at Nightingale-Bamford School Auditorium, 20 E. 92nd Street, New York, NY.  No reservation necessary.  For more information:  603-646-2875 or www.dartmouth.edu
· Learning Disabilities Support Program presents its 16th Annual Informational Open House Sunday, September 26, 2004, at Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York.  The program includes a program overview, admissions information and a presentation by a Learning Disabilities Specialist.  Please RSVP if you plan to attend:  SpecServ@Marist.edu (www.Marist.edu/specserv/); 845-575-3274.  
· Princeton University invites you to learn more about the admissions and financial aid application process, academic programs, as well as campus and residential life.  Thursday, September 23rd, 7-9pm, New York Marriott East Side, 525 Lexington Ave at 49th Street, New York, NY.  (609-258-3060 or mbracken@princeton.edu)
· University of Colorado at Boulder Preview will answer your questions about admission requirements, academic programs, activities and student life, financial aid and student support services.  Thursday, October 7, 2004 at 6:45pm at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 66 Hale Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601 (Exit 8 or 8W from I-287).  RSVP if you plan to attend:  303-735-0448 (include first and last names, phone number and email address) or on-line reservation form at www.colorado.edu/prospective/events.
· Washington University in St. Louis invites you to meet with an Admissions Officer and alumni on Sunday, September 26, 2004, 2-3:30p at Directors Guild Theater, 110 W. 57th Street, New York, NY.  No reservation necessary.  For more information:  800-638-0700 or visit their website:  admissions.wustl.edu
IV. OPEN HOUSES
· Cornell University Open House (Ithaca, NY), including the university’s two state assisted colleges, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and School of Industrial and Labor Relations, provides a wonderful opportunity for interested students and their parents to spend a day on campus.  Learn about academic programs, admissions requirements, financial aid, and student life.  Faculty, staff and students will be on hand to answer questions.  Saturday, October 2, 2004.  Register on-line:  http://www.openhouse.cornell.edu/
· Howard University Open House (Washington, DC), Saturday, September 25, 2004, 9am-noon.  Get the answers to all your admissions questions.  Program includes a campus tour, student panel, admission and financial aid session, as well as exhibits from the university’s schools, colleges and student organizations.  RSVP:  202-806-2755 or www.howard.edu/enrollmentmanagement/openhouse.htm
· Hunter College in New York City presents its Undergraduate Open House Saturday, November 13, 2004, 10am-2pm (West Building Lobby, East 68th St. and Lexington Ave).  Meet faculty and students and learn more about admissions, financial aid, scholarships, career and internship opportunities and student life.  For more information go to:  www.hunter.cuny.edu
· Smith College in Northampton, MA offers two Open Houses on Saturday, October 23, and Thursday, November 11, 2004, 8:30am-3pm.  Young women and their parents are invited to learn about campus life firsthand.  The program includes workshops and classes, a campus tour and lunch with students and members of the Smith community.  Please RSVP:  800-383-3232 or online, www.smith.edu
V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Prologue to Bates College (Lewiston, Maine) October 9-11, 2004 and November 11, 2004.  The program includes a campus tour, classroom visits, meetings with faculty and staff, workshops and information sessions.  You will stay with a Bates student (parents and guardians are provided with separate accommodations) and have the opportunity for an admissions interview.  You must apply to be considered.  For more information, call Mr. Dia Harris (207-786-6000), email perspectives@bates.edu or visit the website:  www.bates.edu/perspectives.xml
· Bowdoin College Invitational Weekend (Brunswick, Maine) November 11-14, 2004.  Participating seniors will attend classes, stay with current Bowdoin students in campus housing and also learn about admissions and financial aid.  Contact Ms. Binder if you are interested because you must be nominated to participate.  For more info about Bowdoin College:  www.bowdoin.edu
· Trinity College (Hartford CT) Preview Weekend, November 13-15, 2004.  Attend classes, meet faculty and students and interview with a staff member.  Seniors with at least a “B” average are eligible.  Application form must include:  high school transcript, PSAT/SAT report and essay.  Deadline for applying:  October 8, 2004.  For more information call or email Anthony T. Berry:  860-297-2577; anthony.berry@trincoll.edu Website:  www.trincoll.edu
· Vassar College (Poughkeepsie, NY) Annual Bus Trip, November 11-13, 2004.  Students will be picked up in NYC.  Participants will experience campus life, attend social events, attend classes and meet students and faculty.  Application deadline is October 22, 2004.  You may apply online beginning October 4:  http://admissions.vassar.edu/BusTrip/ or call for an application:  800-827-7270 Website:  www.vassar.edu
VI. SCHOLARSHIPS
· Beat the Odds Scholarships from the Children’s Defense Fund New York (CDF-NY).  CDF-NY will select three high school students who have overcome tremendous odds to become personally and academically successful and award them each with a $5,000 scholarship and public recognition at the Children’s Defense Fund’s Fall Benefit.  Deadline is October 1, 2004.  You must be nominated.  Contact Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.  For more information about CDF-NY:  www.childrensdefense.org
· William H. and Elizabeth G. Danforth Scholars Program at Washington University in St. Louis.  This program seeks seniors who have exhibited the capacity for service and leadership, as well as academic excellence, and who will embrace the challenges of a rigorous curriculum.  Deadline is October 15, 2004.  You must be nominated.  Contact Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.  For more information about Washington University:  www.wustl.edu
· Emory University Scholars Program.  These awards span four years of undergraduate study and range from two-thirds to full tuition, room, board and fees.  Application deadline is November 1, 2004.  Emory is looking for students with outstanding academic records, extraordinary personal qualities and who have made significant contributions to their class, their school and their community.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  For more information about Emory University:  www.emory.edu
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholars Program at New York University.  This honors program is designed to recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement, shown significant involvement in school and community activities and exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  MLK Scholars receive an annual merit scholarship of $10,000 and additional assistance based on financial need.  Application deadline is November 1, 2004.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu 
· The New York Times College Scholarship Program is open to high school seniors who have demonstrated outstanding academic achievement as well as the ability to overcome financial and other obstacles in their young lives.  The program is also interested in students with a commitment to public service.  The scholarship offers $7,500 for four years of full-time college.  Deadline:  October 27, 2004.  For more information and an application, contact R&R Education Consultants at 212-531-0888 or email them at nytschl@rredu.com
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS
· The Big Apple College Fair, Saturday October 30, 2004, Jacob K. Javits Center, in Manhattan, 11:30am-3pm.  Meet representatives from more than 150 colleges; enter to win one of four $1,000 scholarships; learn about the college admission process; find out where to get free money to help pay for college; have a private counseling session with a college advisor.  For more information:  www.bigapplecollegefairs.com
