COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of May 1, 2006

Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

THE END IS NEAR! 
don’t Let the grades slip now!

· COME SHARE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISIONS WITH THE COLLEGE OFFICE STAFF – WE WANT TO SHARE IN YOUR EXCITEMENT AND HELP YOU THROUGH YOUR DISAPPOINTMENTS!  (Tell the world on the poster outside the college office.)
· DECLINING ACCEPTANCE:  Most of you have chosen your college and sent off the deposit.  Take a moment to write a short note to the other colleges who accepted you.  It’s quick and easy and you can use the same form letter for each college:  “Thank you so much for offering me acceptance to [name of school you are rejecting]’s Class of 2008.  After carefully reviewing my options, I have decided to accept enrollment at another college.  I appreciate very much the time and consideration you gave to my application.  Sincerely, [typed name, social security number and signature].”  Hey, you never know.
· SAY THANK YOU to your teachers and advisors who wrote your recommendations.  They helped and had a role in your success.
· DON’T LOOK BACK!  You made your decision and just dropped your deposit into the mailbox.  Suddenly panic sets in – OH NO, I made a mistake!  STOP!!!  A recent study by the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) found that “about 87 percent of college students rate their overall experience as ‘good’ to ‘excellent,’ and 80 percent would probably go to the same institution if they had it to do over.”  So relax, calm down, you made the right decision.  The process is over; the future is waiting.  
· Don’t forget to update the college database with the college you are attending or your final transcript will not be sent (and that causes problems when you try to register for classes in the fall).
· DON’T BLOW IT!  Remember, colleges can REVOKE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISION if you change your academic course load significantly or if your grades take a dive after you have been admitted.  Don’t give them a reason to get in touch with you over the summer to tell you they have changed their minds – THIS DOES HAPPEN!   You are so close to reaching a major achievement – HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.  Stay focused and do what needs to be done.

· APPLICATION STATUS – If you have not received a decision from colleges that you have applied to – check with them to be sure that your application is complete.  Please let the college office know if any of your colleges are missing any materials. 
YOUR FINAL DECISION

If you are still trying to make your final decision about which college to choose, here are some questions to ask:

· What kind of financial aid has been offered?  Remember to distinguish between scholarship awards and loans when looking at the overall package.  Don’t forget the cost of transportation to and from college and long distance calls home.

· How much does housing cost?  How hard is it to find off-campus housing?

· What kind of student organizations and activities are available?

· How are the academic resources (library, computer labs, etc)?  Are they up-to-date, what are their hours, how accessible are they?

· How many students come back after their freshman year?  

· Does the college offer career planning and job placement services?  Are there work/study opportunities in different fields of interest?  Does the school help graduates find jobs?  How many graduates actually find jobs in their field of study?

Not-So-Obvious Questions to Ask

· Are there tutoring services available?  

· How easy is it to switch majors?

· Will your AP/previous college credits transfer over?  Can previously earned courses replace lower level requirements?

· How much will books and other materials cost?

· What is the average increase in tuition and other costs from year to year?  Look at three years’ worth of data.  

· Are there opportunities for employment on or near campus?

· Can you get a refund if you have to drop out?

· What about dorm policies – what wear and tear or damage are you responsible for?  

· What kind of food does the cafeteria serve?  What are your alternatives?

· How does the school match roommates?  What happens if you want to switch?

· What about the health facilities?  24-hour emergency care?  Nearest hospital?

I.  General Reminders

· Check the Scholarship Listings right here in the Weekly Bulletin.  DON’T MISS OUT.  DEADLINES LOOM.  We have new listings every week.  Not all scholarships are based on academic achievement.  Many are based on need, interests and very specific criteria.  Don’t assume you don’t qualify.

II.  INFORMATION SESSIONS
· The Harlem Center for Education offers low income/first generation youth help with the college process.  They offer FREE services in college, career and financial aid counseling, free SAT preparation, tutoring, college campus visits, GED referral, fee waivers, workshops and computer access.  They will be conducting FAFSA on-line workshops during January and February.  They are located at 1 E. 104th Street (between Madison and 5th Avenues).  For more information, call Tony Davis at 212-349-9200.
· New York National College Fair on Sunday May 7, 2006 (12:00-5:00 pm) at Jacob K. Javits Convention Center offers you the opportunity to meet college representatives from across the country face to face.  You will receive information on admission procedures, financial requirements, financial aid, course offerings and student life.  For more information, go to www.nacacnet.org.
III. OPEN HOUSES

Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.

· The College Forum (Saturday, June 17, 2006) brings together enthusiastic college students and inquisitive high school students to give you the inside scoop on college.  You can attend for half a day, a whole day or the entire weekend.  Whether you are just beginning the college process or already accepted to a college, you will get your questions answered about everything from diversity to semesters abroad.  For more information, go to www.gocollegeforum.com or call 1-866-596-1901.
IV.  SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships are listed by application deadline and then alphabetically.

· Scholarship Guide for New York City Students is now available for downloading from the New Visions website. The number of scholarships in the guide has doubled since last year and we added a large amount of scholarships for international and undocumented students. We have a copy in the Beacon College Office.  You can also download, copy at 
http://www.newvisions.org/teaching_learning/downloads/scholarshipguide06.pdf (you must have a pdf reader on your computer).
· A great resource is:  www.InternationalScholarships.com - A free searchable database of scholarships, grants and awards for international students worldwide.  Schools and organizations with awards available for international study can post them at no cost.  Also see: www.InternationalStudentLoan.com.  The College Office also has a printout of scholarships for ALL students regardless of immigration status!
· For a listing of scholarships for African-American Students, check out a separate posting on the College Portal.  Many of these scholarships are unused because no one is applying for them.  Take a look and see if you might qualify.
· For a listing of Scholarships/Becas available to ALL students regardless of immigration status, come to the College Office or contact the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund, 634 S. Spring St., Los Angeles, CA 9004, (213) 629-2512, www.maldef.org.
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· BP Community Scholarship Program offers $1,000 scholarships to New York high school students for freshman year at a two- or four-year college.  You must be a reside in New York City, Long Island or Westchester County, have at least a 2.0 cumulative GPA and demonstrate financial need.  For more information and for an application, call 630-428-2412 or email bpscholarships@totalcms.com.  Application deadline is May 5, 2006.

· Turner Construction Company offers a New York Youthforce 2020 Scholarship for students planning to study electrical, mechanical or civil engineering, construction management or architecture.  The scholarship is $2,000 per year for four years.  And upon graduation from a 4-year college most recipients will be offered full-time employment.  You must be a NYC resident, active in your school and community, with a “B” GPA and combined SAT of 1600 or better.  For more information and an application, contact Stephanie V. Ansari at 212-229-6480 or email sansari@tcco.com.  Deadline:  May 5, 2006.

VI.  Miscellaneous
· The Community Office of Assembly Member Daniel O'Donnell is looking for volunteers and spring interns.  For more information about this as well as Summer Internship opportunities at organizations throughout New York City, contact Carrie at 212-866-3970 or fax and cover letter and resume to 212-864-1095.  Or stop by the office at 245 W. 104th Street.
· 2006 World Scholar-Athlete Games (WSAG) will be held June 24-July 2, 2006 at the University of Rhode Island (Newport, RI).  The programs brings together over 2,000 scholar-athletes and scholar-artists from as many as 160 countries and all 50 states.  To qualify, you must have demonstrated high academic achievement and excellence in your chosen activity.  The games celebrate academic, athletic and creative achievement.  YOU MUST BE NOMINATED TO ATTEND.  If you are interested, come to the College Office.  For more information go to www.internationalsport.com/sa2006 or email wsag@internationalsport.com.
· The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and New York Water Environment Association are sponsoring a poster consent open to all middle and high school students.  The theme is “The Importance of Wastewater Treatment.”  The deadline for submitting posters is May 12, 2006.  For additional information go to www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dow/bwcp/postercon.html or www.nywea.org.
VII. Summer Programs

Summer Programs, including internships, are listed in a separate document on The Beacon School Website.

