COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

FOR JUNIORS

Week of May 1, 2006

Junior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· WHAT DO I WANT, WHERE DO I GO, WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN, OUCH, MY HEAD IS EXPLODING . . . .  IF YOU HAVEN’T TURNED IN YOUR JUNIOR PACKET . . . NOW IS THE TIME!  We’re here to make the journey easier, but we can’t help you if we don’t know who you are.
· Parent/Guardian Questionnaire:  Make sure your parents/guardians fill out this questionnaire and return it to the College Office as soon as possible.  This is a very important resource to help with your college application process.  If they have any questions or problems, encourage them to contact the College Office.  You can drop off the questionnaire in the College Office or fax it at 212-586-8600.
· Check the WEEKLY BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated weekly.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on open houses, college fairs, information sessions and scholarships.  Don’t miss out.

· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  May 6, 2006; June 3, 2006 (registration deadline: April 28, 2006; late registration: May 10, 2006); October 14, 2006 (registration deadline: September 12, 2006); November 4, 2006 (registration deadline: September 29, 2006); December 2, 2006 (registration deadline: November 1, 2006); January 27, 2007 (registration deadline: December 20, 2006).

· For a list of SAT Optional Schools:  A list of the 731 accredited, four-year degree granting institutions which admit substantial portions of their first-year classes without requiring test scores is on line at:
     http://www.fairtest.org/optinit.htm    (alphabetical order)
     http://www.fairtest.org/optstate.html   (state-by-state order)
Please check back frequently because we make regular updates as more and more schools become test score optional.
II.  SAT Prep programs and College and Career Counseling

· FREE SAT PREP & COLLEGE COUNSELING IN FORT GREENE, BROOKLYN:  Project Reach Youth (P.R.Y.) is offering free SAT Prep and College Counseling on Saturdays at its Fort Greene Beacon site to all interested high school students.  The program is a free intensive SAT prep course and a fun project-based college readiness course held at Susan S. McKinney HS, 101 Park Ave in Fort Green on Saturdays from 11am-2pm.  EVERYONE IS INVITED!!  For more information, call contact Raquel Maldonado Tel: 718-644-4967 and E: raquel05@gmail.com
· Goddard Riverside’s OPTIONS Center for Educational and Career Choice shows New York City students they can go to college and guides them through the steps to enrollment.  OPTIONS makes college more accessible to students through these free services:  (1) Early Awareness programming for middle and high school students, including our REACH mentoring and tutoring program; (2) One-on-one educational counseling for 11th and 12th graders; (3) SAT preparation; (4) Assistance with admissions and financial aid applications, essays, portfolios, and scholarship and internship opportunities; (5) A resource center with up-to-date materials and internet access; (6) visits to college campuses and contact with OPTIONS alumni on campus; (7) Workshops on the transition from high school to college; and (8) Short-term mental health counseling to students, parents and families by a licensed professional on staff at OPTIONS.  For more information, go to www.goddard.org/options
· The Harlem Center for Education offers low income/first generation youth help with the college process.  They offer FREE services in college, career and financial aid counseling, free SAT preparation, tutoring, college campus visits, GED referral, fee waivers, workshops and computer access.  They will be conducting FAFSA on-line workshops during January and February.  They are located at 1 E. 104th Street (between Madison and 5th Avenues).  For more information, call Tony Davis at 212-349-9200.
· Huntington Learning Center offers one-on-one instruction to prepare for the SATs including personalized study plans and full-length practice tests.  For more information, locations and scheduling, call 1-800-CAN LEARN
· The Princeton Review offers SAT preparation in classes, on-line and with private tutors, as well as publications and practice tools to aid in the process.  For more information and a schedule of fees, go to www.princetonreview.com or call 800-2REVIEW
· Kaplan’s Test Prep and Admissions offers SAT preparation in classes, on-line and with private tutors.  For more information and a schedule of fees, go to www.kaptest.com or call 800-KAP-TEST
III.  College Fairs/Info Sessions

· New York National College Fair on Sunday May 7, 2006 (12:00-5:00 pm) at Jacob K. Javits Convention Center offers you the opportunity to meet college representatives from across the country face to face.  You will receive information on admission procedures, financial requirements, financial aid, course offerings and student life.  For more information, go to www.nacacnet.org
· Colleges That Change Lives (CTCL) will hold their New York Information Session & College Fair on Monday, May 22, 2006, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers (811 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019).  For more details about the event in general, see http://www.ctcl.com/events/programs.htm. 
· The Performing and Visual Arts College Fair in New York City is scheduled for Thursday, October 19, 2006, at the Julliard School (7-9:30pm).  The PVA college fair is designed for students interested in pursuing undergraduate study in the areas of music, dance, theater, visual arts, graphic design, and other related disciplines. Attendees learn about educational opportunities, admission and financial aid, portfolio days, audition and entrance requirements, and much more by meeting with representatives from colleges, universities, conservatories, festivals and other educational institutions with specialized programs in the visual and performing arts.  For more information go to http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/Events/CollegeFairs/.  For tips about auditioning or preparing an art portfolio, go to http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/Events/CollegeFairs/pvatips.htm.
IV. Open Houses

· University of Rochester Spring Informational Receptions:  Hear about the University’s unique programs and location.  Meet people from our admissions staff.  Come with questions or just to listen.  Saturday, May 13, 2006 at 10:00 am at the Calhoun School (74th Street, Lower School Theater).  To learn more or to register, call (800) 569-7550 or visit www.enrollment.rochester.edu/admissions/events. 
· Penn State University has scheduled an Information Program on Tuesday, May 16, 2006, 7:00-9:00pm at the Apollo Theatre (253 W. 125th St.) in New York.  For more information and to register go to www.psu.edu/admissions/infoprograms.htm
· The College Forum (Saturday, June 17, 2006) brings together enthusiastic college students and inquisitive high school students to give you the inside scoop on college.  You can attend for half a day, a whole day or the entire weekend.  Whether you are just beginning the college process or already accepted to a college, you will get your questions answered about everything from diversity to semesters abroad.  For more information, go to www.gocollegeforum.com or call 1-866-596-1901.
V.  Scholarships

· Youth for Understanding USA offers over 300 scholarships for students to have the opportunity to study abroad in more than 35 countries.  For more information about long-term and summer programs, go to www.yfu-usa.org or call 800-TEENAGE.
II.  Miscellaneous
· The Community Office of Assembly Member Daniel O'Donnell is looking for volunteers and spring interns.  For more information about this as well as Summer Internship opportunities at organizations throughout New York City, contact Carrie at 212-866-3970 or fax and cover letter and resume to 212-864-1095.  Or stop by the office at 245 W. 104th Street.
· LEGAL BOUND Summer Junior High and High School Intern Program:  The Manhattan District Attorney’s office is accepting applications for its Legal Bound Summer Internship Program.  Students between the ages of 14 and 17 (or 18 if still in high school) with an interest in the law are encouraged to apply.  Applicants should send a resume and an essay explaining their interest in the law to Community Affairs Unit, New York County District Attorneys Office, Attn: Ms. Carol Ragsdale, One Hogan Place, Room 824, New York NY 10013.  Applications must be postmarked no later than April 7, 2006.  For more information, call the District Attorney’s Office at (212) 335-9082.
· 2006 World Scholar-Athlete Games (WSAG) will be held June 24-July 2, 2006 at the University of Rhode Island (Newport, RI).  The programs brings together over 2,000 scholar-athletes and scholar-artists from as many as 160 countries and all 50 states.  To qualify, you must have demonstrated high academic achievement and excellence in your chosen activity.  The games celebrate academic, athletic and creative achievement.  YOU MUST BE NOMINATED TO ATTEND.  If you are interested, come to the College Office.  For more information go to www.internationalsport.com/sa2006 or email wsag@internationalsport.com. 
· Boston University Design Competition for High School Students challenges teams of two high school students (freshmen, sophomores or juniors) to design and build a vehicle that will, under its own power, perform a series of tasks while either descending or ascending a sloped ramp.  Deadline is May 12, 20206.  Winners will receive tuition scholarships to Boston University.  If you have any questions or would like a copy of the “Design Competition Rules of the Road,” Karen Shaffer (event coordinator) at 800-578-1223 or email at engineering@bu.edu 

· The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and New York Water Environment Association are sponsoring a poster consent open to all middle and high school students.  The theme is “The Importance of Wastewater Treatment.”  The deadline for submitting posters is May 12, 2006.  For additional information go to www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dow/bwcp/postercon.html or www.nywea.org.
VIII. Summer Programs

Summer Programs, including internships, are listed in a separate document on The Beacon School Website.
