COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of December 5, 2005

Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· You should be filling out the CSS Profile if your colleges request it – and requesting your pin numbers for the FAFSA which can be completed after January 1st. 
· Need help with your College Essay?  I’m Valerie Cihylik, call me Valerie, and I’m here to help.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see me.  We can work together on fine-tuning or we can brainstorm to get you started.  Before we meet you need to visit at least one college website and download the application so we know what they want in their essay.  HEY!  I’m a volunteer, the service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  I’m very flexible.  Tell Ms. Binder what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email me:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  IT’S DECEMBER . . . WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  January 28, 2006 (registration deadline is December 22, 2005; late deadline is January 4, 2006).  
· Make your life easier, FOLLOW PROCEDURES!  Fill in your Transcript Request forms completely; don’t forget an envelope (correctly addressed to the intended college) and stamps.  Check the schedule on the College Office door for drop-off times.
· Check the Scholarship Listing right here in the Weekly Bulletin.  Not all scholarships are based on academic achievement.  Many are based on need, interests and very specific criteria.  Don’t assume you don’t qualify.

II. INFORMATION SESSIONS
· Maryland Institute College of Art hosts Individual Portfolio Reviews, Information Session, Alumni Panel and Reception.  Meet MICA representative, Celena Siprajim and learn about application procedures and financial aid; see examples of current student work; and receive an individual portfolio counseling session.  December 10, 2005:  Individual Portfolio Review:  9am-4pm; Info Session:  5pm-8pm; December 11, 2005:  Individual Portfolio Review:  10am-6pm; at the Muse Hotel, 130 W. 46th Street.  For the Individual Portfolio Review Session, you must make an appointment.  Call 866-400-MICA or email your information to admissions@mica.edu.  Please write “NY OFFSITE” in the email subject line.  
· Hobart and William Smith Colleges (Geneva, NY) will be holding New York City admissions interviews on Saturday, December 10, 2005, 9am-5pm.  Get all your questions answered about admissions, scholarships, HEOP and financial aid.  Interviews last 45 minutes.  Bring along your student resume!  You must call for an appointment to find the interview location:  Call Sandy Gerlach, 800-852-2256.

III. OPEN HOUSES

Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Suffolk University (Boston, MA) presents several programs for interested students:  Information Sessions (February 21 and April 20, 2006).  For more information, call (617)  573-8460 or visit www.suffolk.edu
· Mount Saint Mary College has Open Houses scheduled Sunday, January 29 and Sunday, March 5, 2006.  For more information go to www.msmc.edu or call the Admissions Office at 888-YES-MSMC.
· Explore Goucher College (Baltimore, MD) Saturday, April 29, 2006.  Tour the campus, visit classes and get the lowdown on student life from the students who are living it.  Register online at www.goucher.edu or call (800) GOUCHER, x6585.
IV.  SCHOLARSHIPS
· A great resource is:  www.InternationalScholarships.com - A free searchable database of scholarships, grants and awards for international students worldwide.  Schools and organizations with awards available for international study can post them at no cost.  Also see: www.InternationalStudentLoan.com.  The College Office also has a printout of scholarships for ALL students regardless of immigration status!
· For a listing of scholarships for African-American Students, check out a separate posting on the College Portal.  Many of these scholarships are unused because no one is applying for them.  Take a look and see if you might qualify.
· Albert Shanker College Scholarship Fund of the United Federation of Teachers provides $5,000 in scholarships payable over four years.  Application requires an essay, teacher recommendations, transcript and copies of parent/guardian tax returns.  For more information come to the College Office or call the United Federation of Teachers at 212-539-0500.  Deadline:  December 14, 2005.

· American Dream Scholarships offers 200 scholarships in the amount of $1,000 to high school seniors who have demonstrated academic achievement and leadership, along with a commitment to their community.  You must have a 3.0 GPA.  For more information go to comerceonline.com/AmericanDream.  Deadline:  December 15, 2005.

· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 state scholarships to 52 students and 10 additional $15,000 scholarships to national recipients.  National scholarship winners will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  To qualify students must be well-rounded, determined to succeed and have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  Application deadline is December 15, 2005.  To learn more about AXA Achievement and read about some past winners, visit www.axa-achievement.com
· Polytechnic University (Brooklyn) High School Principal’s Scholarship awards up to $12,000 per year annually and is renewable.  Minimum requirements:  B+ GPA, a combined 1180 or higher on SAT1.  If you fulfill these requirements and are interested in Polytechnic, please contact the College Office or the Principal.  You must be nominated.  Nomination deadline is December 15, 2005.

· Park Scholar Award at Ithaca College supports exceptional students interested in the communications field.  These prestigious, full-merit-based scholarships recognize students who have demonstrated academic and creative achievement in communications, involvement in relevant co-curricular activities and significant community service.  Each scholarship covers the full cost of tuition ($35,144 per year) and is renewable annually.  Admission for admission to Ithaca College and the Park School of Communications must be received by December 15, 2005 and a completed  Park Scholar application must also be submitted to Matthew Fee, Roy H. Park School of Communications by January 15, 2006.  Information is available at www.ithaca.edu/parkscholars/  If you would like to be nominated, please come to the College Office.

· Los Padres Foundation College Tuition Assistance Program Scholarship offers a $2,000 a year renewable stipend for up to four years for primarily Puerto Rican/Latino High School students in the New York and New Jersey metropolitan area.  You must meet the following criteria:  first generation family member to attend college; family must meet federal low-income standards; must apply to accredited college; must be a legal resident or citizen of the US; and have 3.0 GPA.  For application and guidelines, go to:  www.lospadresfoundation.com.  Deadline:  January 6, 2006.
· The Thomas G. Labracque Smart Start Scholarship offers 20 winners an outstanding award package including full four-year tuition scholarship at a qualifying local college or university, $500 per year for books, a paid internship at JPMorgan Chase, and ongoing mentoring and career guidance. Qualified students must be majoring in business, communications, computer science, engineering, liberal arts or social sciences. Applicants must demonstrate financial need and have legal authorization to work in the US. Application materials can be found at www.jpmorganchase.com/smartstart. Forms must be submitted by January 6, 2006. For more information, call 866-520-2976 or email smart.start@chase.com. 

· The Brooklyn College Foundation Presidential Scholarship Program offers an entering freshman student $4,000 a year for up to four years.  Selection is based on merit as measured by SAT scores and high school performance.  You must be eligible for admission to Brooklyn College and complete an application for undergraduate admission to CUNY, indicating Brooklyn College as your first choice.  Applications are available at:  www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/offices/scholarships.  Deadline:  January 12, 2006.
· Filene Music Scholarships at Skidmore College provides gifted young musicians the opportunity to further their musical studies and develop their talents as part of a liberal arts education (you don’t need to major in music).  The department awards three scholarships based solely on the basis of musical excellence and a fourth based on excellence and the department’s current ensemble needs.  The scholarship is for $10,000 a year for four years.  Decisions are based on the annual Filene Foundation Music Competition.  Competition is open to high school seniors who meet the criteria for admission to Skidmore College and who apply for admission by January 15, 2006.  Students are allowed to compete only once.  Preliminary round:  January 15, 2006; Final Round:  April 1, 2006.  For more information visit the web at www.skidmore.edu/academics/music/scholarships/schlrshp.htm or contact Thomas Denny, Chair of the Music Department at tdenny@skidmore.edu
· The Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar Program is an interdisciplinary learning community that emphasizes citizenship and service in the global community.  Receive up to full tuition in aid with a minimum merit-based scholarship of $17,000.  Come to the College Office for an application or contact Ithaca College Office of Admissions (100 Job Hall, Ithaca, NY 14850-7020) or call 800-429-4274.  Deadline for application is January 15, 2006.
· Porter Presidential Scholarship Awards for Outstanding Science and Math Students offers a $40,000 ($10,000 per year) to up to five students on the basis of superior accomplishment and exceptional promise the fields of science and math.  To apply you must respond to the Porter essay question on the Skidmore Supplement to the Common Application.  Deadline is January 15, 2006.  For more information Professor Hugh Foley at 518-580-5308 (hfoley@skidmore.edu).
· RMHC National Scholarship Program is offered by Ronald McDonald House Charities to students from communities that face limited access to educational and career opportunities.  For more information and an application, come to the College Office, visit the web at www.mcdonaldsnymetro.com or call Eneuri Acosta at 201-507-9500.  Deadline is January 17, 2005.
· Wal-Mart Sam’s Club Foundation offers $1,000 scholarships for students entering their first year of college.  All applications must be done on-line.  Go to www.walmartfoundation.org for more information.  To apply for the Sam Walton Community Scholarship, go to www.scholarshipadministrators.net.  Applicants must use the ACCESS CODE (SWCS) to complete the application process.  No paper applications are available.  Deadline for entry is January 20, 2006

· Lelia E. Tupper Writing Scholarship at Alfred University provides $1,000 per year for four years to winners attending Alfred University.  To apply you must submit samples of both creative writing (poems, a short story, a play or a mixture of these genres) and expository writing (a critical or personal essay) (each manuscript not to exceed 12 pages).  Your portfolio must also include a statement from your English teacher certifying the originality of your work.  For more information Come to the College Office or write to English Division, Alfred University, Saxon Drive, Alfred, NY 14802 or call 607-871-2256.  Postmark deadline is January 27, 2006.

· Black Achievers in Industry “Corporate Scholarship Program” offers eligible African-American high school seniors awards ranging from $1,000 to $2,500.  The scholarship is sponsored by the Harlem YMCA.  For an application, come to the College Office or call or email Gigi Davis at 212-281-4100, ext. 201 (gdavis@ymcanyc.org).  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.

· “Invest in Success” offers a full scholarship to Manhattanville College in honor of Black History Month.  Applications must include a submission form, a transcript and an essay between 3 and 5 pages double spaced responding to the question:  You have been granted a once in a lifetime opportunity to impact people’s lives.  You have the power to alter one thing in your community, one thing in the United States and one thing in the world.  What would you do?  Show that you would be making informed choices by demonstrating that you have some knowledge about the issues/conditions you would change.  Be specific about how your changes would transform people’s lives.  How does being a person of African descent (African/African-American/African-Caribbean, etc.) influence your choices and how would the changes affect you personally?  For more information, contact Karen King-Sheridan at 914-323-5447 or visit the web at www.mville.edu/DUCHESNE 
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Bertelsmann Foundation’s World of Expression (WOE) Scholarship Program offers more than $125,000 in scholarships for original works of poetry/spokenword, OR fiction/drama OR personal essay/memoir.  ALL ENTRIES MUST BE ORIGINAL WORKS.  Find out more about the application process call the World of Expression Hotline at 1-888-369-3434 or visit the web at www.worldofexpression.org or email worldofexpression@randomhouse.com.  Application deadline is February 1, 2006.

· Carolina Rice Scholarship Program offers five $2,000 cash awards.  Students must complete an essay of 150 to 250 words on:  “How will College make you different from the person you are today?”  Essays may be submitted in Spanish or English.  Application deadline is February 15, 2006.  Essay will be judged on conciseness, originality, grammar and spelling.  For more information:  www.carolinarice.com/scholarship 
· National Co-op Scholarship Program awards 113 merit scholarships to selected colleges (Pace, Antioch, Drexel, Kettering, U of Toledo, Northeastern U, Johnson & Wales, U of Cincinnati, Rochester Inst. of Tech, CW Post/LIU).  You must complete an application including a one-page essay describing why you have chosen to pursue a college cooperative educational program.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.  To qualify you must complete all admissions material and be accepted at one or more of the NCCE colleges.
· Queens College TIME 2000 PROGRAM is a scholarship program designed exclusively for freshmen entering the undergraduate teacher education program in mathematics.  To be eligible you must have a B average and four years of high school math.  To be eligible you need a letter from one of your math teachers recommending you.  For more information, go to www.qc.edu/time2000 or contact Naomi Weinman, 718-997-5366 or qcnweinman@aol.com  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.

· Dorothea Deitz Memorial Scholarship Award offers awards to women majoring in physical education teacher education in New York State.  Three grants will be awarded in the amounts of $6,500, $5,500 and $4,500.  The awards is made on the basis of character, academic achievement, physical education competence, participation in athletics, leadership and financial need.  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.  For information, contact Elaine Pealey, 25 College Avenue #802, Nanuet, NY 10954, (845) 623-6896 (NYFIDDLER@aol.com).
· Communications Workers of America Joe Beirne Foundation Scholarship offers up to $3,000 to eligible students who have a parent or grandparent who is a member of the CWA.  For more information and an application, go to www.cwa-union.org/members/beirne.  Applications deadline is March 31, 2006.
