COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of October 3, 2005
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· Check the WEEKLY BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated weekly.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on open houses, college fairs, information sessions and scholarships.  Don’t miss out.
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· Need help with your College Essay?  I’m Valerie Cihylik, call me Valerie, and I’m here to help.  Come to the college office to sign up for your one-on-one session.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see me.  We can work together on fine-tuning or we can brainstorm to get you started.  Before we meet you need to visit at least one college website and download the application so we know what they want in their essay.  HEY!  I’m a volunteer, the service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  I’m very flexible.  Tell Ms. Binder what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email me:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  November 6, 2004 (registration deadline is September 30, 2005; late deadline is October 12, 2004); December 3, 2005 (registration deadline is October 28, 2005; late deadline is November 9, 2005); January 28, 2006 (registration deadline is December 22, 2005; late deadline is January 4, 2006).  
· MUST ATTEND ADVISORY FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE COLLEGE OFFICE INFORMATION (and also because it is a CLASS).
College Representatives Visiting Beacon

Representatives from the following colleges will be visiting the Beacon School in the month of October:

Week of 10/3-10/7

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Bentley College
	Thurs. 10/6
	9:25     F
	B-10

	University of Vermont
	Fri.      10/7
	10:35   E
	B-10


Week of 10/10-10/14

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Hofstra University
	Tue.  10/11
	12:45    C
	B-10

	Sarah Lawrence College
	Wed, 10/12
	10:35    D
	B-10

	SUNY Oneonta
	Fri.    10/14
	9:25      B
	B-10

	Northeastern University
	Fri.    10/14
	11:40    A
	B-10


Week of 10/17-10/21

	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	SUNY New Paltz
	Mon. 10/17
	1:50      F
	B-10

	Haverford College
	Tue.  10/18
	9:25      D
	B-10

	Boston University
	Tue.  10/18
	10:35    A
	B-10

	Ithaca College
	Tue.  10/18 
	12:45    C
	B-10

	Penn State  University
	Wed. 10/19
	9:25      G
	B-10

	Fairfield University
	Wed. 10/19
	10:35    D
	B-10

	St. Lawrence College
	Fri.    10/21
	10:00    B
	B-10

	Columbia University
	Fri     10/21
	11:40    A
	B-10


MORE TO COME SOON…..

IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP (even if you are free that band) AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER SEVERAL DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.

TEACHERS HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO SAY NO!

III. COLLEGE INFORMATION SESSIONS
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· The School of the Art Institute of Chicago welcomes students interested in learning about its interdisciplinary curriculum to SAIC Day on Sunday, October 9, 12pm-3pm. The event will be held at The Swissotel/The Drake, 440 Park Ave., New York, NY. Students are welcome to bring a portfolio of their most recent original work to receive feedback, but you must make an appointment in advance. If you have questions or want to RSVP, call 800-232-7242 or register online at www.artic.edu/saic/saicdays. 
· Penn State University invites you to attend its Senior Admissions Night, Monday, October 10, 2005, 7:00-9:00 pm at the New York Marriott Marques 1535 Broadway at 45th Street.  Do you need assistance in completing your Penn State application?  Come early for an application workshop:  4:30-6:30 pm.  For registration:  www.psu.edu/admissions/seniors.htm or call the NY Regional Recruiter at 718-862-2965.
· Wells College (Aurora, NY) will be holding interviews in New York City on October 10 and 11, 2005.  To schedule an appointment and for information about Open House Dates, please call the Admissions Office at 800-952-9355.  Website:  www.wels.edu
· Reed College’s (Portland, OR) Associate Dean of Admission will offer interviews in the NYC area on Thursday, October 13 and Sunday, October 16. Appointments are available from 10am-7pm at the Doubletree Metropolitan Hotel New York. To schedule an interview, call 800-547-4750. To find out more about the school, check out www.reed.edu. 
· Duke University (Durham, NC) will present information about Duck’s programs, people and admissions and financial processes on Tuesday, October 18, 2005 at 7:30 pm at The Nightingale-Bamford School, 20 E. 92nd Street.  All students, parents and counselors are welcome.
· Bowdoin College (Brunswick, ME) invites prospective students and parents to a reception on Wednesday, October 19, 2005, 7:30-9:30 pm at The Princeton Club 15 West 43rd Street (No sneakers or jeans please.)  212-596-1200
· Washington University in St. Louis invites you to meet with an Admissions Officer, alumni and parents of current students on Sunday, October 23, 2005, 2-3:30pm at Directors Guild Theater, 110 W. 57th Street, New York, NY.  No reservation necessary.  For more information:  800-638-0700 or visit their website:  admissions.wustl.edu
IV. OPEN HOUSES
· Suffolk University (Boston, MA) presents several programs for interested students:  Information Sessions (October 1, 15, 2005 and February 21 and April 20, 2006); Open House November 19, 2005; Careers in Art and Design, October 29, 2005; and Careers in Business, December 3, 2005.  For more information, call (617)  573-8460 or visit www.suffolk.edu
· Goucher College (Baltimore, MD) presents Explore Goucher Day on October 10 or November 7, 2005.  You can register on-line at www.goucher.edu or email Jean Schumann jschuman@goucher.edu or call 800-GOUCHER
· St. Lawrence University Admissions Visit Days 2005 offers an admissions and financial aid overview, campus tour, and faculty and student panel discussion.  Monday, October 10, Friday, November 11, and Saturday December 3, 2005.  Make you reservation on-line at www.stlawu.edu/admis/visitdays.html or by calling 888-454-5333.
· Barnard College (New York, NY) invites you to participate in one of its Fall Open Houses, Monday, October 10 (register by 10/7) and Monday, October 24, 2005 (register by 10/21).  Meet and talk to students and administrators, explore opportunities in career development, attend a Barnard class and tour the campus.  Also check out Thursdays at Barnard:  October 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2005.    To register call the admissions office at 212-854-2014 or register on-line at www.barnard.edu
· Wellesley College invites interested female students to their Fall Open Campus on Monday, October 10, 2005.  For more detailed information and to register go to www.wellesley.edu/Admission/admission/visitus.html 
· Felician College (Lodi and Rutherford, NJ), the Franciscan College of New Jersey, has Open Houses scheduled Sunday, October 16, and Saturday, November 19, 2005.  To sign up call the admissions office at 201-559-6131 or admissions@felician.edu.  Visit the college website at www.felician.edu
· Mount Saint Mary College has Open Houses scheduled Sunday, October 16; Sunday, November 13, 2005, Sunday, January 29 and Sunday, March 5, 2006.  For more information go to www.msmc.edu or call the Admissions Office at 888-YES-MSMC.
· Lafayette College (Easton, PA) offers a general Open House on November 11, 2005, including admission information sessions, campus tours and classes (8:30am – 2pm); Engineering Open House, October 21, 2005, registration 8-8:45am, including an overview of the program, visits to state-of-the art laboratories and an opportunity to interact with faculty and students.  For more information, please call (610) 330-5100 or visit the web at www.lafayette.edu
· Find it at Fairfield, the Jesuit university in Connecticut (October 15, 29, November 5 and 12, 2005): you and your parents can participate in information sessions, campus tours and various presentations; and Weekday information sessions, campus tours and interviews: Monday-Friday, 10:30am and 1:30pm, interviews 9am-2pm.  To find out more or to sign up, call (203) 254-4100 or visit the web at www.fairfield.edu
· SUNY College at Oneonta invites students to check out their campus on Saturday, October 8 and Saturday, November 12 from 10am-2pm. To pre-register, call 1-800-SUNY-123 or go to www.oneonta.edu. 

· Wellesley College presents Open Campus, Monday, October 10, 2005 (Columbus Day), 8:30am-4:00pm – take a campus tour, attend information sessions, student panels, workshops on financial aid, essay writing and the application process and mock classes.  For more information log on to:  www.wellesley.edu/admission/fall2005 or call (781) 283-2270.
· Marist College (Poughkeepsie, NY) sponsors its Learning Disabilities Support Program Open House on Sunday, October 16, 2005.  Topics include teaching/learning styles, time management, compensation techniques and study skills as well as a look at the Learning Disabilities Specialist in relation to other staff and support services.  To reserve a space, email SpecServ@marist.edu, call 845-575-3274 or visit www.Marist.edu/specserv/ 
· Explore Goucher College (Baltimore, MD) Monday, October 10 and Monday, November 7, 2005 or Saturday, April 29, 2006.  Tour the campus, visit classes and get the lowdown on student life from the students who are living it.  Register online at www.goucher.edu or call (800) GOUCHER, x6585.
· Skidmore College (Saratoga Springs, NY), where creative thought matters, has several Open House programs to choose from:  General Campus Open Houses, October 10 and November 11, 2005; Science/Mathematics Open House, October 30, 2005; Dance Open House, October 22, 2005; Studio Art Open House, October 29, 2005; and Theater Open House, November 19, 2005.  For more information, call (800) 867-6007 or visit the web at www.skidmore.edu
· Cornell University Open House (Ithaca, NY), including the university’s two state assisted colleges, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and School of Industrial and Labor Relations, provides a wonderful opportunity for interested students and their parents to spend a day on campus.  Learn about academic programs, admissions requirements, financial aid, and student life.  Faculty, staff and students will be on hand to answer questions.  Saturday, October 15, 2005.  Register on-line:  http://www.openhouse.cornell.edu/
· Smith College (Northampton, MA) invites women to attend their Fall Preview open houses to learn about campus life firsthand. The programs will be held Saturday, October 22 and Friday, November 11 from 8:30am-3:30pm. There is no charge for the program, but you must register at least one week in advance for the event. You can register online at www.smith.edu/admission/fallpreview or via postcard which can be found in the college office. For more info, call 1-800-383-3232 or email admission@smith.edu. 
· Muhlenberg College (Allentown, PA) offers two Senior Open House Programs on October 22 and November 12, 2005.  The programs including financial aid workshops, campus tours, student/parent information panels and departmental tours.  For more information and to make a reservation call (484) 664-3203 or visit the web at www.muhlenberg.edu
· Iona College (New Rochelle, NY) holds its fall open house on Sunday, November 6, 2005.  Meet with faculty, student reps from campus organizations and chat with coaches from their 21 Division I athletic programs.  For more information and to register:  (914) 633-2622 or visit the web at www.iona.edu
V. DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.
· Wellesley College invites African American, Latina/Hispanic, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) female students to their Fall Open Campus overnight event on Sunday and Monday, October 30-31, 2005.  For more detailed information and to register go to www.wellesley.edu/Admission/admission/visitus.html 
· Focus on Diversity at Mount Holyoke (South Hadley, MA) offers one exceptional Beacon female senior to receive free bus transportation to and from New York City.  Focus on Diversity is a program for talented prospective students of color and all students who have demonstrated a strong commitment to issues of diversity.  Participants will stay with current student hosts and have the opportunity to “shadow” their hosts and attend classes on Monday.  November 6-7, 2005.  Please let your advisor know that you are interested; you must be nominated and be serious about attending Mount Holyoke.  Nominations are due on Friday, September 23, 2005 and must include your high school transcript.  For more information visit www.mtholyoke.edu/adm/
· Bowdoin Invitational Weekend (Brunswick, ME) is an all-expenses paid weekend for talented low income and/or multicultural students from around the country.  You must be nominated by October 7, 2005.  If you are interested come to the College Office.  Participants will stay with current Bowdoin students in campus housing, have personal admissions interviews and attend classes as well as admissions and financial aid sessions.  The Invitation is November 10-13, 2005.  For more information, call Pat Folger at 207-725-3878.
· Hamilton College (Clinton, NY) is hosting a Multicultural Open House which is an overnight visit program that offers students of diverse backgrounds the opportunity to experience a day in the life of a Hamilton student. The events will be held October 23-24 and November 13-14. Participants will have the opportunity to visit classes, tour the campus, and stay overnight in a dorm. Transportation costs will be covered, but acceptance to the overnight program is selective. Students must submit an application (which can be found in the college office) by October 5. Call 1-800-843-2655 or go to www.hamilton.edu/admission for more information. 
· STAR (Science, Technology, Arts & Architecture) offers underrepresented minorities and women a sponsored trip to experience life at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  Students will have the opportunity to see life as undergrads – attend classes, tour campus, and visit with current students. All travel arrangements will be funded and coordinated through RPI. The program is October 20-22. Contact Ms. Binder if you are interested in being nominated. The deadline for applications is September 26, 2005. For more information, call 518-276-6216 or email admissions@rpi.edu. You can also check out admissions.rpi.edu/STAR.
· Minority Student Medical Career Awareness Workshop and Recruitment Fair for High School and College Students will be held Saturday, November 5, 2005 from 3-6pm. Participants will have the opportunity to meet with minority affairs and admissions officers from medical and other health professions schools, participate in hands-on medical and health activities, and listen to panel discussions on admissions, financial assistance, and enrichment programs. The event is at the Wardman Park Marriott Hotel in Washington, DC. There is no cost for the event although students will be responsible for their own transportation. For more information, email careerfair@aamc.org or check out www.aamc.org/medicalcareerfair. 
· Trinity College (Hartford, CT) is sponsoring a Preview Weekend November 5-7 to give students an opportunity to explore both the academic and social aspects of the Trinity community with a focus on the experience of students of color. The application deadline is Monday, October 10. To apply, students must submit a transcript, PSAT or SAT report, essay, and program application (which you can get in the college office). If selected to attend, financial assistance for transportation, housing, and meals is available. For more information, call 860-297-2577 or check out www.trincoll.edu. 
· Discover Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students from across the country to visit the college.  Colby will be responsible for all travel, food and lodging expenses incurred during the visit.  You must register for this program, including a transcript, most recent SAT/ACT scores and interest statement.  There are three programs:  1st Sunday and Monday of October, 4th Sunday and Monday of October and 1st Sunday and Monday of November.  For more information call (800) 723-3032 or visit the web at http://www.colby.edu  
·  “Discovering UVM:  Strong Voices, Open Minds” offers an overnight program where students of underrepresented groups explore academic and extracurricular offerings at the University of Vermont (Burlington, VT).  You will spend two days in their residence halls with a University of Vermont student host, attend a class and learn about the college process.  Session I:  October 9-11, 2005 (application deadline: September 23, 2005); Session II: October 23-25, 2005 (application deadline:  October 7, 2005); Session III:  November 6-8, 2005 (application deadline: October 21, 2005).  You must submit an application, parental consent form and transcript to attend.  For more information contact Erik Wallenberg (802) 656-4675 or email:  Erik.Wallenberg@uvm.edu or visit the web at www.uvm.edu/admissions/rsvp
· ALANA (African American, Latina/Hispanic, Asian American, Native American) Fall Open Campus at Wellesley College (Wellesley, MA) is an overnight program for high school women of color.  October 30-31, 2005 (Sunday-Monday).  Take a campus tour, attend information sessions, student panels, workshops on financial aid, essay writing and the application process and sit in on classes.  For more information log on to:  www.wellesley.edu/admission/fall2005 or call (781) 283-2270.
· Vassar College is sponsoring their Annual Bus Trip November 12-14, 2005. During this 2-day program, participants will have the opportunity to meet with faculty, visit a class, attend social events, and stay overnight in a dorm. The program is primarily intended for, but not restricted to, Asian, African American/Black, Latino/a, and Native American juniors and seniors. Bus transportation will be provided from NYC. There are no registration costs or fees for the event. Applications must be received by October 21 and can be found at admissions.vassar.edu/BusTrip/ or in the college office. For more information, call 800-827-7270 or email bustrip@vassar.edu. 

· SUNY at Oneonta invites students of African-American, Latino, Asian, Native American and Multi-Racial descent to attend their all-expense paid overnight trip, AALANA Spend-The-Night, November 12-13, 2005.  You must return the Release of Liability Form no later than October 28, 2005.  You must have at least an 82 GPA and a composite SAT score of 1000.  You must be nominated no later than October 7, 2005.  Come to the College Office if you are interested.  
VI. SCHOLARSHIPS
· Manhattanville College (Purchase, NY) offers a full-tuition “Invest in Success” scholarship.  Participants must respond (in essay form) to the following question:  You have been granted a once in a lifetime opportunity to impact people’s lives.  You have the power to alter one thing in your community, one thing in the United States and one thing in the world.  What would you do?  Show that you would be making informed choices by demonstrating that you have some knowledge about issues/conditions you would change.  Be specific about how your changes would transform people’s lives.  How would those changes affect you personally?  Deadline October 14, 2005 postmark.  If you are interested please come to the College Office.  You must be nominated.
· William H. and Elizabeth G. Danforth Scholars Program at Washington University in St. Louis.  This program seeks seniors who have exhibited the capacity for service and leadership, as well as academic excellence, and who will embrace the challenges of a rigorous curriculum.  Deadline is October 15, 2005.  You must be nominated.  Contact Ms. Binder in the College Office if you are interested.  For more information about Washington University:  www.wustl.edu
· New York Times College Scholarship Program provides up to 20 four-year scholarships of $7,500 annually. All US citizens or permanent residents are eligible, but preference is given to students who parents have not graduated from an accredited four-year college or university. Winners are selected based on outstanding academic achievement, a commitment to learning and community service, and success in the face of financial and other obstacles. Applications can be found in the college office or online at www.nytimes.com/scholarship. Applications must be received by October 27, 2005. 
· Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholars Program at New York University.  This honors program is designed to recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic achievement, shown significant involvement in school and community activities and exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  MLK Scholars receive an annual merit scholarship of $10,000 and additional assistance based on financial need.  Nomination deadline is November 1, 2005.  If you would like to be considered for nomination, please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  If nominated you must also apply to NYU by November 1, 2005 for early decision or January 15, 2006 for regular decision.  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu 
· Emory Scholars Program (Emory University (Atlanta, GA)) awards two-thirds to full tuition, room, board and fees to students who have demonstrated outstanding academic achievement, who possess extraordinary personal qualities and who have made significant contributions to their class, their school and their community.  You must be nominated, come to the College Office if you are interested.  For more information go to www.emory.edu/ADMISSIONS.  Deadline:  November 1, 2005.

· Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites nominations to the Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Program.  This program is for outstanding African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students who have demonstrated academic strength and leadership potential.  You must be nominated to be considered.  Students who qualify for financial aid receive special grants as part of their financial aid package.  Deadline for nominations:  November 15, 2005 for Early Decision I Candidates and January 1, 2006 for Early Decision II Candidates.  Nominations and requests for information should be addressed to Chair, Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Committee, Office of Admissions, Colby College, Waterville, ME 04901-8848.  (See above in Diversity for “Discovery Colby” opportunities.)
· Boston University Trustee Scholarship Competition recognizes students with outstanding academic ability and the potential to inspire fellow students to excel.  You must be nominated by the College Office to participate in the selection process.  For more information, go to www.bu.edu/admissions/trustee.  Application deadline is December 1, 2005.
· Boston University 2nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Competition  is dedicated to acknowledging those students who have embraced the ideals of one of BU’s most prominent alumni.  You must be nominated by a teacher of the College Office and have proven leadership abilities and a strong commitment to social justice and community involvement.  Along with the recommendation and application you must write an essay.  Deadline:  December 1, 2005.  Application and recommendation materials are available at www.bu.edu/admissions/apply/scholar_mlk.html 
· Robertson Scholars Program aims to build a community of scholars at Duke and UNC-Chapel Hill. Thirty scholarships are awarded to students to cover tuition, summer community-building and enrichment opportunities, research stipends, and a laptop. Applicants are considered based on ethical principles, academic achievement, leadership, commitment to services, courage, and collaborative spirit. Supplemental application materials can be found in the college office or at www.robertsonscholars.org. Priority deadline is December 1, 2005.  

· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 state scholarships to 52 students and 10 additional $15,000 scholarships to national recipients.  National scholarship winners will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  To qualify students must be well-rounded, determined to succeed and have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  Application deadline is December 15, 2005.  To learn more about AXA Achievement and read about some past winners, visit www.axa-achievement.com
· The Thomas G. Labracque Smart Start Scholarship offers 20 winners an outstanding award package including full four-year tuition scholarship at a qualifying local college or university, $500 per year for books, a paid internship at JPMorgan Chase, and ongoing mentoring and career guidance. Qualified students must be majoring in business, communications, computer science, engineering, liberal arts or social sciences. Applicants must demonstrate financial need and have legal authorization to work in the US. Application materials can be found at www.jpmorganchase.com/smartstart. Forms must be submitted by January 6, 2006. For more information, call 866-520-2976 or email smart.start@chase.com. 
· Filene Music Scholarships at Skidmore College provides gifted young musicians the opportunity to further their musical studies and develop their talents as part of a liberal arts education (you don’t need to major in music).  The department awards three scholarships based solely on the basis of musical excellence and a fourth based on excellence and the department’s current ensemble needs.  The scholarship is for $10,000 a year for four years.  Decisions are based on the annual Filene Foundation Music Competition.  Competition is open to high school seniors who meet the criteria for admission to Skidmore College and who apply for admission by January 15, 2006.  Students are allowed to compete only once.  Preliminary round:  January 15, 2006; Final Round:  April 1, 2006.  For more information visit the web at www.skidmore.edu/academics/music/scholarships/schlrshp.htm or contact Thomas Denny, Chair of the Music Department at tdenny@skidmore.edu
· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Queens College TIME 2000 PROGRAM is a scholarship program designed exclusively for freshmen entering the undergraduate teacher education program in mathematics.  To be eligible you must have a B average and four years of high school math.  To be eligible you need a letter from one of your math teachers recommending you.  For more information, go to www.qc.edu/time2000 or contact Naomi Weinman, 718-997-5366 or qcnweinman@aol.com  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.
VI. COLLEGE FAIRS
· Big Apple College Fair is a free event open to all students in the area. There are various fairs held around the NYC area October 21-25. Check out www.bigapplecollegefairs.com for all of the info. 
VII.  MISCELLANEOUS
· Bennington Young Writers Awards Competition for fiction, poetry and nonfiction.  1st Place $250, 2nd Place $100.  Submit a maximum of a group of 3 poems, for fiction a short story or one-act play and for nonfiction a personal or academic essay.  Entries must be accompanied by a submission form available at www.bennington.edu (under News & Events) or contact Bennington College at 800-833-6845.  Deadline:  November 1, 2005 postmark.

