
NEWS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE



Things You Should Do Before the Start of Senior Year

· Have an individual meeting with Ms. Binder in the college office (this should be done by now).
· Have a general idea of several colleges you are interested in.
· Contact the schools you are interested to get on their mailing lists. Request that they send you literature, applications, course catalogs, etc.

· Take the SAT I exam & SAT II exams (if applicable).  Tests can be repeated early in the senior year.
· Visit at least two colleges- (if possible, visit one out side of NYC). Immediately upon visiting a college take notes on what you think.  Indicate thoughts, feelings and reactions to things you experienced while on campus.

· If you plan to send supporting materials with your applications (eg: art portfolio, poetry, newspaper article,  sports clips, etc) make sure you find out what individual schools require.  Begin putting your materials in an easy to view format - like slides.

· Think of two teachers who you would like to ask to write a letter of recommendation for you.  You may want to ask them before summer as some teachers use the summer to get a head start on writing these letters.  Ask each teacher in person and confirm in writing.  They may have other procedures they would like you to follow - do so in a timely fashion.     

· Review your transcript with your advisor to correct any errors BEFORE YOU LEAVE SCHOOL IN JUNE 2004!

· Read the college blog: www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice for reminders, updates, tips, and links for additional college information.

· Create YOUR PROFILE on the Beacon college database.  You can do this by logging on to the Beacon portal, clicking on the college tab at the top of the page and then clicking on “your profile”.  It will take no time at all and it will help Ms. Binder get in touch with you quickly during the college process.  When asked for your email, please use the address that you check most frequently.

· RESEARCH! RESEARCH! RESEARCH!  College websites, College Guide Books, College Fairs and College Catalogs are a great source of information about the unique characteristics of individual schools.  Talk to current students when possible, they are the best source of honest feedback.  

· RELAX!  There are many colleges out there where you would be very happy.  Do not drive yourself crazy looking for the “perfect college”.  Many schools will meet your needs and will lead to a fantastic college experience.

Enjoy your summer!

Ms. Binder
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