COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

FOR JUNIORS

Week of June 5, 2006

Junior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

I. GENERAL REMINDERS
· Check the COLLEGE OFFICE  BULLETIN regularly.  Information is updated often.  Find out what’s going on and what’s coming up.  We have postings on open houses, college fairs, information sessions and scholarships.  Don’t miss out.

· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  

· SAT test registration information:  You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  Test schedule:  October 14, 2006 (registration deadline: September 12, 2006); November 4, 2006 (registration deadline: September 29, 2006); December 2, 2006 (registration deadline: November 1, 2006); January 27, 2007 (registration deadline: December 20, 2006).

· For a list of SAT Optional Schools:  A list of the 731 accredited, four-year degree granting institutions which admit substantial portions of their first-year classes without requiring test scores is on line at:
     http://www.fairtest.org/optinit.htm    (alphabetical order)
     http://www.fairtest.org/optstate.html   (state-by-state order)
Please check back frequently because we make regular updates as more and more schools become test score optional.
CONTINUE TO:

· Focus on your academics.  Challenge yourself with the most rigorous courses that Beacon offers that you can be successful at.  Remember, Junior and senior grades are critically important.  
· Look into summer opportunities (job, internship, pre-college program, volunteer work, etc).  We have posted a list of summer programs and internships on the Beacon website and will be upgrading it regularly.  
· Get involved and stay involved in extracurricular activities.  Colleges like to see well-rounded students who are involved in programs outside of academics, whether they are at Beacon or outside of school.  Remember, it’s about quality of activities not quantity.  While there is no perfect combination of activities that will look "best" to colleges, it is more important that you follow through with two or three activities for several years rather than join 10 clubs in your senior year.  College admissions offices are looking for students who show dedication and growth within their extracurricular interests.  If you feel you don't have enough activities, because you have a job, or have family responsibilities, that is FINE, all of those things are taken into consideration. 
· Research, research, research . . . Consider the college process an elective.  You need to spend time each week exploring colleges.  Websites are a great place to start.  The College Board Website (www.collegeboard.com) and the Princeton Review website (www.review.com) are also very helpful.  
· Planning a summer vacation with your family?  Research the colleges in the area and make an appointment to visit the campuses.  There are also dozens and dozens of colleges within easy access from New York City via bus or train.  Plan some day-trips with friends.  Remember to contact the college office in advance and make an appointment.  Colleges love to hear from you and they keep records of every contact.  When it comes down to the final selection, they will be more enthusiastic about students who have shown genuine interest in the school.
II.  SAT Prep programs and College and Career Counseling

· FREE SAT PREP & COLLEGE COUNSELING IN FORT GREENE, BROOKLYN:  Project Reach Youth (P.R.Y.) is offering free SAT Prep and College Counseling on Saturdays at its Fort Greene Beacon site to all interested high school students.  The program is a free intensive SAT prep course and a fun project-based college readiness course held at Susan S. McKinney HS, 101 Park Ave in Fort Green on Saturdays from 11am-2pm.  EVERYONE IS INVITED!!  For more information, call contact Raquel Maldonado Tel: 718-644-4967 and E: raquel05@gmail.com
· Goddard Riverside’s OPTIONS Center for Educational and Career Choice shows New York City students they can go to college and guides them through the steps to enrollment.  OPTIONS makes college more accessible to students through these free services:  (1) Early Awareness programming for middle and high school students, including our REACH mentoring and tutoring program; (2) One-on-one educational counseling for 11th and 12th graders; (3) SAT preparation; (4) Assistance with admissions and financial aid applications, essays, portfolios, and scholarship and internship opportunities; (5) A resource center with up-to-date materials and internet access; (6) visits to college campuses and contact with OPTIONS alumni on campus; (7) Workshops on the transition from high school to college; and (8) Short-term mental health counseling to students, parents and families by a licensed professional on staff at OPTIONS.  For more information, go to www.goddard.org/options
· The Harlem Center for Education offers low income/first generation youth help with the college process.  They offer FREE services in college, career and financial aid counseling, free SAT preparation, tutoring, college campus visits, GED referral, fee waivers, workshops and computer access.  They will be conducting FAFSA on-line workshops during January and February.  They are located at 1 E. 104th Street (between Madison and 5th Avenues).  For more information, call Tony Davis at 212-349-9200.
· Huntington Learning Center offers one-on-one instruction to prepare for the SATs including personalized study plans and full-length practice tests.  For more information, locations and scheduling, call 1-800-CAN LEARN
· The Princeton Review offers SAT preparation in classes, on-line and with private tutors, as well as publications and practice tools to aid in the process.  For more information and a schedule of fees, go to www.princetonreview.com or call 800-2REVIEW
· Kaplan’s Test Prep and Admissions offers SAT preparation in classes, on-line and with private tutors.  For more information and a schedule of fees, go to www.kaptest.com or call 800-KAP-TEST
· Tutor Quest offers private one-on-one tutoring in the comfort of your home by certified tutors.  SAT and study skills programs are also available.  www.tutorquest.com or 1-888-278-8867.
III.  College Fairs/Info Sessions – Mark your calendars
· The SUNY College Fair offers prospective students and their families the opportunity to meet campus representatives, gather information about the application and admissions process, explore campus and academic opportunities and find out more about honors programs, EOP, scholarships and financial aid.  Save the date, Saturday, October 14, 2006 at The Jacob Javits Center (655 W. 34th Street).  For more information, call the SUNY Metropolitan Recruitment Center at 212-818-1204.
· The Performing and Visual Arts College Fair in New York City is scheduled for Thursday, October 19, 2006, at the Julliard School (7-9:30pm).  The PVA college fair is designed for students interested in pursuing undergraduate study in the areas of music, dance, theater, visual arts, graphic design, and other related disciplines. Attendees learn about educational opportunities, admission and financial aid, portfolio days, audition and entrance requirements, and much more by meeting with representatives from colleges, universities, conservatories, festivals and other educational institutions with specialized programs in the visual and performing arts.  For more information go to http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/Events/CollegeFairs/.  For tips about auditioning or preparing an art portfolio, go to http://www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/Events/CollegeFairs/pvatips.htm.
IV. Open Houses

· Open House Programs at CUNY Community Colleges will take place Wednesday, June 7, 2006, Tuesday, July 11, 2006 and Wednesday, August 2, 2006 from noon to 6pm.  Go to www.cuny.edu and select “Colleges and Academic Programs” for links to CUNY Community Colleges.  There you can find more information and register for the Open House at the Community College of your choice.
· The College Forum (Saturday, June 17, 2006) brings together enthusiastic college students and inquisitive high school students to give you the inside scoop on college.  You can attend for half a day, a whole day or the entire weekend.  Whether you are just beginning the college process or already accepted to a college, you will get your questions answered about everything from diversity to semesters abroad.  For more information, go to www.gocollegeforum.com or call 1-866-596-1901.
· University of Pittsburgh “Getting Ready Programs” will introduce you to the Admissions and Financial Aid process at the University of Pittsburgh.  The programs are scheduled throughout the summer:  July 8, 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 2006.  To arrange for a visit and to participate, call the Visitor’s Center at 412-624-7717 or e-mail viscentr@oafa.pitt.edu.  You can also visit the web at www.pitt.edu/~oafa. 
· Rochester Institute of Technology Annual College and Careers Program is a two-day program during which students and their parents/guardians attend a variety of workshops introducing academic programs and admissions and financial aid workshops.  The program is offered July 21-22 and August 4-5, 2006.  For more information, call (585) 475-2272.  To register, go to http://www.admissions.rit.edu/careers/. 
· Camp College is a three-day weekend residential campus experience for traditionally underserved students who are first generation college-bound, and/or students from lower socio-economic backgrounds.  The program provides additional advice and guidance to students beginning the college process.  Two Camp College weekends will be offered! July 14-16, Union College, Schenectady, NY or August 4-6, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY.  You must be nominated.  If you have any questions, please contact Christopher Milton at 212-425-9246.
V.  Scholarships

· Youth for Understanding USA offers over 300 scholarships for students to have the opportunity to study abroad in more than 35 countries.  For more information about long-term and summer programs, go to www.yfu-usa.org or call 800-TEENAGE.
VI.  Miscellaneous
· The State Pre-College Enrichment Program (S-PREP) at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons is recruiting high school students to participate in the 2006-2007 season.  The program runs October 2006 through May 2007.  It is designed to introduce minority and/or economically disadvantaged high school students to a career in medicine or related health professions.    The program offers basic and introductory medical science courses on Saturdays during that school year, including anatomy, biochemistry, calculus, medical pathophysiology, biology of disease, general chemistry, genetics, creative writing, SAT math prep and medical physics.  You will also participate in a college fair, take campus tours ad various colleges and take college prep workshops.  To qualify, you must have an 85% grade point average; have a strong interest in medicine; be able to commit to the course schedule; and have a mature personality.  For more information and an application:  http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/dept/ps/minority/minorityaffairs/prep.html.  Application deadline is July 15, 2006.
· The Community Office of Assembly Member Daniel O'Donnell is looking for volunteers and spring interns.  For more information about this as well as Summer Internship opportunities at organizations throughout New York City, contact Carrie at 212-866-3970 or fax and cover letter and resume to 212-864-1095.  Or stop by the office at 245 W. 104th Street.
· 2006 World Scholar-Athlete Games (WSAG) will be held June 24-July 2, 2006 at the University of Rhode Island (Newport, RI).  The programs brings together over 2,000 scholar-athletes and scholar-artists from as many as 160 countries and all 50 states.  To qualify, you must have demonstrated high academic achievement and excellence in your chosen activity.  The games celebrate academic, athletic and creative achievement.  YOU MUST BE NOMINATED TO ATTEND.  If you are interested, come to the College Office.  For more information go to www.internationalsport.com/sa2006 or email wsag@internationalsport.com. 
VIII. Summer Programs

Summer Programs, including internships, are listed in a separate document on The Beacon School Website.
