JUNIOR - COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of March 21, 2005

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
· COLLEGE NIGHT FOR JUNIOR FAMILIES:  Tuesday, March 22nd at 6pm is College Night at Beacon (actually, it will be held in the auditorium of PS 191 across the street from Beacon.  Guest Speaker, Larry Strickler from CUNY – Baruch campus, will speak about what you can expect and how you can get ahead in the college admission process.
· JUNIOR PACKET  - If you haven’t already …Complete your Junior Packet:  Don’t be intimidated.  Use this opportunity to honestly assess yourself; express your priorities as you begin the college selection process.  Return your JUNIOR PACKET to the college office as soon as possible.  This is your ticket to set up an individual meeting with Ms. Binder or one of the College Office interns (Jessica Koteen and Tricia Giannini) to discuss your individual needs and concerns.  Appointments are made on first-come/first-served basis and are already being scheduled in May.  DON’T WAIT ANY LONGER!  
· AT HOME  start by designating a space for keeping your college materials and a system for organizing them (by college, by subject – financial aid, scholarships, housing, applications, etc).   Information will start flooding in from colleges, managing that information will keep you from feeling overwhelmed.  

· BEACON DATABASE – in order to assure that the College Office can keep up –to-date information about your participation in the college process, please create your profile on the Beacon College Database by logging on to the Beacon portal, clicking the COLLEGE  tab which you will find at the top in blue, and clicking Your Profile.  Please let the programming office or Mr. Lehmann or Markovic know if any of the contact information is incorrect. 
II . SAT TEST REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION – 
· Ms. Binder recommends that you take the SAT I exam a minimum of two times and a maximum of three times.  Most schools will consider the highest score you receive in each section (even if they are taken on different dates).  
· Students who are considering taking the SAT Subject Tests should know that there are only about 30 schools in the country that require these exams.  Schools will vary on how many subject tests applicants are required to take.  In order to be sure you are meeting all requirements – check each individual school’s testing requirements for details and plan ahead.  
· A student who plans to take the SAT I and 3 SAT Subject Tests, could (a) take the SAT I in May of Junior year, (b) take 1 or 2 SAT II’s in June, (c) take the SAT I for a second time in October of the Senior year and (d) the remaining SAT II in November.  That will leave the December test date to repeat any test that you would like to improve a score on. 
· You may register online at www.collegeboard.com, by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before.  New SAT Test schedule:  May 7 (registration deadline March 25; late registration April 6); June 4 (registration deadline April 29; late registration May 11).  
III. TEST PREP  
(there are many ways to prepare for standardized tests – group classes, individual tutoring, online help – at various costs to students.  Below are programs that Beacon has been sent specific information on.
· ESL STUDENTS – this test prep opportunity is just for you. St. Joseph’s College (Brooklyn, Campus) is offering a SAT Prep Class for ESL students who need to improve their ENGLISH SKILLS and SAT VERBAL SCORES.  The class will meet Monday and Thursday from 4-6pm beginning May 5th – June 2nd.  The cost for this class is $25.  You can pick up a registration form in the College Office.  For more information call – 718-399-0655.
· OPTIONS PROGRAM – (part of Goddard Riverside Community Center) is a free college and career counseling center for NYC public and parochial students.  If you become a member, you can participate in 1-on-1 counseling, SAT Prep, College Trips and many workshops. There is a JUNIOR WELCOME EVENT – Saturday, April 9, 2005.  Beacon students have used OPTIONS in the past and have been very happy with the guidance they received in the college process.  
IV. WHAT CAN I BE DOING NOW?

· Focus on your academics.  Challenge yourself with the most rigorous courses that Beacon offers that you can be successful at.  Remember, Junior grades are critically important.  
· Look into summer opportunities (job, internship, pre-college program, volunteer work, etc).  We are posting a list of summer programs on the Beacon website and will be upgrading it regularly.  
· Colleges love to hear from you and they keep records of every contact.  Make sure to get on their mailing lists.  When it comes down to the final selection, they will be more enthusiastic about students who have shown genuine interest in the school
· Attend College Fairs and Open Houses:  We will post and update a weekly list of College Fairs and Open Houses.  This is an extremely valuable part of the College Application Process

· You are what you do – Get involved and stay involved in extracurricular activities.  Whether they are at Beacon or outside of school, colleges like to see well-rounded students who are involved in programs outside of academics.  Remember, colleges are looking for quality of activities not quantity.  While there is no perfect combination of activities that will look "best" to colleges, it is more important that you follow through with two to three activities for several years rather than join 10 clubs in your senior year.  College admissions offices are looking for students who show dedication and growth within their extracurricular interests.  If you feel you don't have enough activities, because you have a job or family responsibilities, that is FINE, all of those things are taken into consideration. 
· Research, research, research . . . You need to spend time each week exploring colleges.  
· Websites are a great place to start:  The College Board Website (www.collegeboard.com) and the Princeton Review website (www.review.com) are also very helpful.  Send away to colleges for more information.
· Planning a summer vacation with your family?  Research the colleges in the area and make an appointment to visit the campuses.  
· Plan some day-trips with friends.  There are also dozens and dozens of colleges within easy access from New York City via bus or train.  Remember to contact the college office in advance and make an appointment.  
V.  COLLEGE FAIRS

Be prepared and make the most of the College Fairs.  
· Make a list of priorities (i.e. location, size, single gender/co-ed, specialized school, religious affiliation, majors, diversity, athletics, activities)
· RESEARCH the colleges you are interested in on the internet (preferably BEFORE the fair)!
· Bring pre-printed labels with your name, address, social security number and area of interest.  This way you won’t need to spend time filling out endless forms while you are at the fair and you’ll have more time to visit different college exhibits and talk to college representatives.You can always fill in the cards at home and send them in if you fail to prepare labels.Talk to the College Representatives.  Be aware of workshops offered and attend the ones of interest to you.
· Latino College Expo – Meet representatives from over 150 institutions, learn about the college admissions process and enter the free computer raffle.  Saturday, April 16, 2005, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Pace University, One Pace Plaza (across from City Hall in downtown Manhattan).  For more information and for travel directions go to www.LatinoCollegeExpo.org or call Pace University at 212-346-1323
· COLLEGES THAT CHANGE LIVES -  Information Session and College Fair:  This is a group of 40 unique colleges that share two essential qualities:  a strong sense of college community that focuses on cooperative rather than competitive learning, and a strong faculty dedicated to helping college students develop their powers who are mentors who often become valued friends.  Some common traits these colleges share:  (i) low student-to-faculty ratios that foster collaboration, engaged learning and personal attention; (ii) a commitment to undergraduate education focusing on liberal arts and sciences, including opportunities for research; (iii) a living learning environment; (iv) smaller student enrollments; (v) out-of-classroom learning opportunities involving internships, study abroad, service to others and special interests activities; and (vi) alumni networks that help graduates with professional and career development.  Wednesday, May 18, 2005 7:00-9:00 p.m. Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers 811 Seventh Avenue New York, NY 10019 (212)-581-1000 For directions, please contact the hotel directly. These colleges are often a great fit for Beacon students!  Visit the Colleges that Change Lives website:  www.ctcl.com 
VI.  OPEN HOUSES 

(the events below are ones that sent and invitation to Beacon.  Most, if not all schools have Spring Open House events, look on the college website or call the college to find out dates and times for schools you are particularly interested in.  Open houses are a great time to meet other prospective students, meet current student, meet faculty, tour campus, etc.
· Grove City College (Grove City, PA) presents Junior Crimson Day, Sunday, April 16, 2005.  Learn more about academic programs, meet the faculty, share information about opportunities and career planning and take a campus tour with student tour guides.  For more information or to make a reservation, http://www.gcc.edu/admissions/forms/juniorcareer/default.htm.
· Long Island University/C.W. Post Campus (720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville, NY 11548) holds its Spring Open House on Sunday, April 17, 2005.  Come and discover the wealth of opportunities C.W. Post has to offer.  For more information go to www.liu.edu or call or email Jacqueline Reyes, 516-299-2044 or jackqueline.reyes@liu.edu.
· Simply Smith  (Northampton, MA) – Saturday, April 23, 2005 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m..  You and your family are invited to attend workshops on the college application process and financial aid and panels on academic offerings and opportunities.  You will also share lunch with members of the Smith community and go on a college tour.  Register on-line at www.smith.edu/admission or call (800) 383-3232
.
· SUNY Canton Spring 2005 Open House (34 Cornell Drive, Canton, NY 13617-7903) takes place Saturday, March 19, 2005 and Saturday, April 23, 2005.  You will have the opportunity to speak with Admissions and Financial Aid Representatives, as well as to meet some faculty members and students and to see the campus first-hand.  To register, call 800-388-7123.
VII.  DIVERSITY PROGRAMS
In order to encourage diversity in their student population, some colleges and universities offer special, all-expense paid campus visits to multi-cultural students who meet certain criteria.

· Carleton Liberal Arts Experience is open to African American students who will complete there sophomore year by June 15, 2005.  The week-long program, July 16-22, 2005, offers an introduction to college life.  You must be nominated.  For more information go to www.carleton.edu/summer/CLAE 
VIII.  SUMMER PROGRAMS
· An updated list of summer programs can be found on the College Blog at www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice or you can pick up a copy in the College Office.  
