COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of November 7th, 2005
Senior Advisors:  Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog.  

URGENT – PLEASE NOTE NEW COLLEGES HAVE BEEN ADDED TO OUR LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES VISITING BEACON.  PLEASE REVIEW WITH STUDENTS.
I. REMINDERS
· Visit the College Blog (www.beaconschool.org/CollegeOffice) frequently.  This is a great source of information on all aspects of the college application process.  
· Please be sure that you are following your applications procedures
· Make sure you are aware of the times the college office is open to receive application paperwork.  A schedule is posted on the door of the college office. 
· You should be filling out the CSS Profile if your colleges request it – and requesting your pin numbers for the FAFSA which can be completed after January 1st. 
· Need help with your College Essay?  I’m Valerie Cihylik, call me Valerie, and I’m here to help.  Whether you’ve written your first draft or don’t have a clue, come and see me.  We can work together on fine-tuning or we can brainstorm to get you started.  Before we meet you need to visit at least one college website and download the application so we know what they want in their essay.  HEY!  I’m a volunteer, the service is free.  Now where else are you gonna find a bargain like that in this city?  Sign up in the College Office.  OH NO!  None of the times fit your class schedule . . .  DON’T PANIC!  I’m very flexible.  Tell Ms. Binder what times work for you and we’ll figure it out.  Or email me:  vcwom@yahoo.com (put Beacon School in the subject line).  
· SAT test registration information - You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  December 3, 2005 (late registration deadline is November 9, 2005); January 28, 2006 (registration deadline is December 22, 2005; late deadline is January 4, 2006).  
II. College Representatives Visiting Beacon
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Spelman & Morehouse College
	Thurs. 11/10
	8:20         D
	B-10

	SUNY Potsdam 
	Thurs. 11/10
	12:45       B
	B-10


Week of November 14th – 18th 
	College or University
	Date
	Time/Band
	Room

	Hampshire College
	Mon. 11/14
	1:50       F
	B-10

	Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
	Tues.   11/15
	9:25         D
	B-10

	SUNY Albany 
	Tues. 11/15
	12:45       C
	B-10

	Salve Regina University 
	Wed.   11/16
	9:25         D
	B-10

	Ursinus College
	Wed.   11/16
	11:40       C
	B-10


Very Important!

IN ORDER TO ATTEND THE VISIT YOU MUST SIGN UP (even if you are free that band) AND GET A PASS FROM THE COLLEGE OFFICE AND ASK PERMISSION FROM YOUR TEACHER SEVERAL DAYS IN ADVANCE IF YOU ARE MISSING CLASS.
III. INFORMATION SESSIONS
· Barnard College invites you to attend their HEOP Scholars Information Session.  The event will be held November 15, 2005 from 9:30am-12pm in the James Room (4th floor, Barnard Hall). Please RSVP by November 7th to 212-854-3583 or heop@barnard.edu. A continental breakfast will be served. 
IV. OPEN HOUSES
Please note – dates and times are subject to change, check with the original sources for official details.
· Hamilton College (Clinton, NY) sponsors Empire State Day on November 11, 2005.  Learn about Hamilton, tour the campus, have lunch and meet students, professors and administrators.  Logon to www.hamilton.edu/admission/esd.html or call 800-843-2655.
· St. Lawrence University Admissions Visit Days 2005 offers an admissions and financial aid overview, campus tour, and faculty and student panel discussion.  Friday, November 11, and Saturday December 3, 2005.  Make you reservation on-line at www.stlawu.edu/admis/visitdays.html or by calling 888-454-5333.
· Marist College (Poughkeepsie, NY) presents “Metro-to-Marist” College Campus Visit Day on Saturday, November 12 and 19. The day’s activities will include a campus tour, lunch, and an information program with current students and admissions staff. To receive a FREE round-trip Metro ticket to attend the event, please call 845-575-3226 to register.
· Clark University (Worcester, MA) invites students to attend their open house on Friday, November 11.  They will provide transportation for students from NYC leaving Grand Central at 6:30am and students will be transported back to NYC the same day.  Please call 800-GO-CLARK for more information. 
· Lafayette College (Easton, PA) offers a general Open House on November 11, 2005, including admission information sessions, campus tours and classes (8:30am – 2pm); For more information, please call (610) 330-5100 or visit the web at www.lafayette.edu
· Skidmore College (Saratoga Springs, NY), where creative thought matters, has several Open House programs to choose from:  General Campus Open Houses, November 11, 2005; and Theater Open House, November 19, 2005.  For more information, call (800) 867-6007 or visit the web at www.skidmore.edu
· Smith College (Northampton, MA) invites women to attend their Fall Preview open houses to learn about campus life firsthand. The programs will be held Friday, November 11 from 8:30am-3:30pm. There is no charge for the program, but you must register at least one week in advance for the event. You can register online at www.smith.edu/admission/fallpreview or via postcard which can be found in the college office. For more info, call 1-800-383-3232 or email admission@smith.edu. 
· Muhlenberg College (Allentown, PA) offers a Senior Open House Program on November 12, 2005.  The program includes financial aid workshops, campus tours, student/parent information panels and departmental tours.  For more information and to make a reservation call (484) 664-3203 or visit the web at www.muhlenberg.edu
· Find it at Fairfield, the Jesuit university in Connecticut (November 12, 2005): you and your parents can participate in information sessions, campus tours and various presentations; and Weekday information sessions, campus tours and interviews: Monday-Friday, 10:30am and 1:30pm, interviews 9am-2pm.  To find out more or to sign up, call (203) 254-4100 or visit the web at www.fairfield.edu
· SUNY College at Oneonta invites students to check out their campus on Saturday, November 12 from 10am-2pm. To pre-register, call 1-800-SUNY-123 or go to www.oneonta.edu. 
· St. Francis College, “The Small College of Big Dreams” (Brooklyn Heights, NY), holds its annual Open house on November 13, 2005 (Noon-3:00pm) (180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201).
· St. John’s University (Queens and Staten Island, NY) invites you to attend its Fall Open House on Sunday, November 13, 2005 at either of its two residential campuses in Queens or Staten Island.  Early Bird Tours begin at 8:30am.  Activities include campus and residence hall tours, an Academic Major Fair, Honors Program news and information about financial aid.  For more information call 888-9STJOHNS or visit the web:  www.stjohns.edu 
· Mount Saint Mary College has Open Houses scheduled Sunday, November 13, 2005, Sunday, January 29 and Sunday, March 5, 2006.  For more information go to www.msmc.edu or call the Admissions Office at 888-YES-MSMC.
· Suffolk University (Boston, MA) presents several programs for interested students:  Information Sessions (February 21 and April 20, 2006); Open House November 19, 2005; and Careers in Business, December 3, 2005.  For more information, call (617)  573-8460 or visit www.suffolk.edu
· Felician College (Lodi and Rutherford, NJ), the Franciscan College of New Jersey, has Open Houses scheduled Saturday, November 19, 2005.  To sign up call the admissions office at 201-559-6131 or admissions@felician.edu.  Visit the college website at www.felician.edu
VI.  SCHOLARSHIPS
· A great resource is:  www.InternationalScholarships.com - A free searchable database of scholarships, grants and awards for international students worldwide.  Schools and organizations with awards available for international study can post them at no cost.  Also see: www.InternationalStudentLoan.com
· Colby College (Waterville, ME) invites nominations to the Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Program.  This program is for outstanding African American, Latino/a, Asian American and Native American (ALANA) students who have demonstrated academic strength and leadership potential.  You must be nominated to be considered.  Students who qualify for financial aid receive special grants as part of their financial aid package.  Deadline for nominations:  November 15, 2005 for Early Decision I Candidates and January 1, 2006 for Early Decision II Candidates.  Nominations and requests for information should be addressed to Chair, Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Committee, Office of Admissions, Colby College, Waterville, ME 04901-8848.  (See above in Diversity for “Discovery Colby” opportunities.)
· Boston University Trustee Scholarship Competition recognizes students with outstanding academic ability and the potential to inspire fellow students to excel.  You must be nominated by the College Office to participate in the selection process.  For more information, go to www.bu.edu/admissions/trustee.  Application deadline is December 1, 2005.
· Boston University 2nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Competition is dedicated to acknowledging those students who have embraced the ideals of one of BU’s most prominent alumni.  You must be nominated by a teacher of the College Office and have proven leadership abilities and a strong commitment to social justice and community involvement.  Along with the recommendation and application you must write an essay.  Deadline:  December 1, 2005.  Application and recommendation materials are available at www.bu.edu/admissions/apply/scholar_mlk.html 
· Boston University Alexander Graham Bell Scholarship recognizes students with strong math and science backgrounds who have potential to thrive at BU’s College of Engineering.  This is a renewable full-tuition scholarship valued at up to $32,000.  To be eligible, you must submit an application for undergraduate admission, supplemental essay and results of the SAT and two SAT Subject Tests or the ACT (with Writing Test) by December 1, 2005.  You can apply electronically:  www.bu/edu/admissions/apply.  You must apply to the College of Engineering and submit an essay responding to the following:  Write an essay about an engineering advance or innovation that you think has had an important impact on society.  Your essay should describe the advance innovation and discuss its implications for society and for the field of engineering.
· Robertson Scholars Program aims to build a community of scholars at Duke and UNC-Chapel Hill. Thirty scholarships are awarded to students to cover tuition, summer community-building and enrichment opportunities, research stipends, and a laptop. Applicants are considered based on ethical principles, academic achievement, leadership, commitment to services, courage, and collaborative spirit. Supplemental application materials can be found in the college office or at www.robertsonscholars.org. Priority deadline is December 1, 2005.  

· Toyota Community Scholars Program awards 100 renewable scholarships valued at $10,000 or $20,000 payable over four years.  While academic performance is important to the selection process, the most important factor will be the overall impact of the student’s contribution(s) in the area of community service.  Application deadline is December 2, 2005.  YOU MUST BE NOMINATED.  Please contact Ms. Binder in the College Office.  For more information:  www.toyota.com/communityscholars
· American Dream Scholarships offers 200 scholarships in the amount of $1,000 to high school seniors who have demonstrated academic achievement and leadership, along with a commitment to their community.  You must have a 3.0 GPA.  For more information go to comerceonline.com/AmericanDream.  Deadline:  December 15, 2005.
· AXA Achievement Scholarship offers $10,000 state scholarships to 52 students and 10 additional $15,000 scholarships to national recipients.  National scholarship winners will also be offered internships at AXA offices and a computer for college.  To qualify students must be well-rounded, determined to succeed and have demonstrated achievement – at a job, sport or extracurricular activity.  Application deadline is December 15, 2005.  To learn more about AXA Achievement and read about some past winners, visit www.axa-achievement.com
· Polytechnic University (Brooklyn) High School Principal’s Scholarship awards up to $12,000 per year annually and is renewable.  Minimum requirements:  B+ GPA, a combined 1180 or higher on SAT1.  If you fulfill these requirements and are interested in Polytechnic, please contact the College Office or the Principal.  You must be nominated.  Nomination deadline is December 15, 2005.

· Los Padres Foundation College Tuition Assistance Program Scholarship offers a $2,000 a year renewable stipend for up to four years for primarily Puerto Rican/Latino High School students in the New York and New Jersey metropolitan area.  You must meet the following criteria:  first generation family member to attend college; family must meet federal low-income standards; must apply to accredited college; must be a legal resident or citizen of the US; and have 3.0 GPA.  For application and guidelines, go to:  www.lospadresfoundation.com.  Deadline:  January 6, 2006.
· The Thomas G. Labracque Smart Start Scholarship offers 20 winners an outstanding award package including full four-year tuition scholarship at a qualifying local college or university, $500 per year for books, a paid internship at JPMorgan Chase, and ongoing mentoring and career guidance. Qualified students must be majoring in business, communications, computer science, engineering, liberal arts or social sciences. Applicants must demonstrate financial need and have legal authorization to work in the US. Application materials can be found at www.jpmorganchase.com/smartstart. Forms must be submitted by January 6, 2006. For more information, call 866-520-2976 or email smart.start@chase.com. 

· The Brooklyn College Foundation Presidential Scholarship Program offers an entering freshman student $4,000 a year for up to four years.  Selection is based on merit as measured by SAT scores and high school performance.  You must be eligible for admission to Brooklyn College and complete an application for undergraduate admission to CUNY, indicating Brooklyn College as your first choice.  Applications are available at:  www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/offices/scholarships.  Deadline:  January 12, 2006.
· Filene Music Scholarships at Skidmore College provides gifted young musicians the opportunity to further their musical studies and develop their talents as part of a liberal arts education (you don’t need to major in music).  The department awards three scholarships based solely on the basis of musical excellence and a fourth based on excellence and the department’s current ensemble needs.  The scholarship is for $10,000 a year for four years.  Decisions are based on the annual Filene Foundation Music Competition.  Competition is open to high school seniors who meet the criteria for admission to Skidmore College and who apply for admission by January 15, 2006.  Students are allowed to compete only once.  Preliminary round:  January 15, 2006; Final Round:  April 1, 2006.  For more information visit the web at www.skidmore.edu/academics/music/scholarships/schlrshp.htm or contact Thomas Denny, Chair of the Music Department at tdenny@skidmore.edu
· Wal-Mart Sam’s Club Foundation offers $1,000 scholarships for students entering their first year of college.  All applications must be done on-line.  Go to www.walmartfoundation.org for more information.  To apply for the Sam Walton Community Scholarship, go to www.scholarshipadministrators.net.  Applicants must use the ACCESS CODE (SWCS) to complete the application process.  No paper applications are available.  Deadline for entry is January 20, 2006

· Lewis Rudin City Scholars at New York University recognizes academic excellence and community service of high school graduates from New York City.  Rudin Scholars will receive at least $15,000 to attend NYU and participate in academic and cultural activities in NYC and also travel to major international cities.  For more information contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office (212-998-4500) or visit http://admissions.nyu.edu  For more information about NYU:  www.nyu.edu
· Bertelsmann Foundation’s World of Expression (WOE) Scholarship Program offers more than $125,000 in scholarships for original works of poetry/spokenword, OR fiction/drama OR personal essay/memoir.  ALL ENTRIES MUST BE ORIGINAL WORKS.  Find out more about the application process call the World of Expression Hotline at 1-888-369-3434 or visit the web at www.worldofexpression.org or email worldofexpression@randomhouse.com.  Application deadline is February 1, 2006.

· Carolina Rice Scholarship Program offers five $2,000 cash awards.  Students must complete an essay of 150 to 250 words on:  “How will College make you different from the person you are today?”  Essays may be submitted in Spanish or English.  Application deadline is February 15, 2006.  Essay will be judged on conciseness, originality, grammar and spelling.  For more information:  www.carolinarice.com/scholarship 
· National Co-op Scholarship Program awards 113 merit scholarships to selected colleges (Pace, Antioch, Drexel, Kettering, U of Toledo, Northeastern U, Johnson & Wales, U of Cincinnati, Rochester Inst. of Tech, CW Post/LIU).  You must complete an application including a one-page essay describing why you have chosen to pursue a college cooperative educational program.  Deadline:  February 15, 2006.  To qualify you must complete all admissions material and be accepted at one or more of the NCCE colleges.
· Queens College TIME 2000 PROGRAM is a scholarship program designed exclusively for freshmen entering the undergraduate teacher education program in mathematics.  To be eligible you must have a B average and four years of high school math.  To be eligible you need a letter from one of your math teachers recommending you.  For more information, go to www.qc.edu/time2000 or contact Naomi Weinman, 718-997-5366 or qcnweinman@aol.com  Deadline:  March 1, 2006.
VII. College Fairs
· Annual National Hispanic College Fair, Monday, November 14, 2005 takes place at Lehman College – Apex Center (Bronx, NY) at 9:30-12:30pm.  For more information, call Jackie Winters at 800-562-3346.  Let Ms. Binder know you are interested so that she can arrange for transportation.
VIII.  Miscellaneous
· Short Attention Span Digital Video Festival – Anything is Possible.  Films must have a running time of no more than 3 minutes; no restriction on content.  Entry fee is $15.  For info go to www.sasdvf.org  Deadline:  January 31, 2006.
