COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of January 24, 2005

Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog

I. JUNIORS: General Information

· START THE PROCESS!  Ms. Binder will be coming to your advisories in the next few weeks to introduce you to the college process and tell you what resources are available in the College Office.  At that time she will give you THE JUNIOR PACKET to fill out which will ask you to assess yourself and your priorities as you begin the college selection process.  Completing this packet and returning it to the college office will be your ticket to set up an individual meeting with Ms. Binder or one of the College Office interns (Jessica Koteen and Tricia Giannini) to discuss your individual needs and concerns.  At this time, it is best to look at the college process from a global perspective and just really explore everything that is out there.  It is time to think about geographic location, size of student body, setting (urban, suburban, rural), types of majors offered, level of academic rigor, extracurricular activities available, specialized schools (art school, vocational school, single gender schools, religious schools), etc.  You may want to start by designating a space in your home for keeping your college materials and system for organizing them (by college, by subject – financial aid, scholarships, housing, applications, etc).   Information will start flooding in from colleges and developing a way to manage the information will keep you from feeling overwhelmed.  

· COLLEGE NIGHT FOR JUNIOR FAMILIES:  Tuesday, March 22nd at 6pm is College Night at Beacon.  Guest Speaker, Larry Strickler from CUNY – Baruch campus, will speak about what you can expect and how you can get ahead in the college admission process.

· SAT TEST REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION – Ms. Binder recommends that you take the SAT I exam a minimum of two times and a maximum of three times.  Most schools will consider the highest score you receive in each section (even if they are taken on different dates).  Students who are considering taking the SAT II subject tests should know that there are only about 30 schools in the country that require these exams.  Schools will vary on how many subject tests applicants are required to take.  In order to be sure you are meeting all requirements – check each individual school’s testing requirements for details and plan ahead.  A student who plans to take the SAT I and 3 SAT II Exams, could take the SAT I in May of their Junior year, 2 SAT II’s in June, the SAT I for a second time in October of the senior year and the remaining SAT II in November.  That will leave the December test date to repeat any test that the student would like to improve a score on. You may register by mail (pick up as SAT booklet from the College Office); you may re-register by phone (800-728-7267) if you’ve taken the test before or online:  www.collegeboard.com.  New SAT Test schedule:  March 12 (registration deadline February 7; late registration February 14); May 7 (registration deadline March 25; late registration April 6); June 4 (registration deadline April 29; late registration May 11).  

II. SAT PREP OPPORTUNITIES

· FREE 8 WEEK INTENSIVE SAT PREP COURSE.  - Call OPTIONS at 212-873-6600 to register.  Course choices are Monday evenings 6-8p.m. or Wednesday evenings 6-8p.m.  The 8-week program will prepare students for writing, critical reading and math sections for the May 7 exam.  Sessions run from the week of March 7 through May 4.  Both session require two Saturday practice tests (March 19 and April 16, 9a.m.-12p.m.) and one 30-minute writing tutorial.

· South Asian Youth Action (SAYA) offers SAT Prep Classes, Saturday mornings, 10a.m. to 1p.m.  Twelve sessions for a $40.00 fee including books and all other class materials.  Find out more on Registration Day, January 29, 2005.  Classes start February 5.  SAYA, 54-05 Seabury Street, Elmhurst, NY 11373 (2 minutes from the Grand Ave/Newton Subway stop on the R and V trains).  Contact Nancy Philip at 718-651-3484 or go to www.saya.org

III. WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?

· Focus on your academics.  Challenge yourself with the most rigorous courses that Beacon offers that you can be successful at.  Remember, Junior grades are critically important.  
· Look into summer opportunities (job, internship, pre-college program, volunteer work, etc).  We are posting a list of summer programs on the Beacon website and will be upgrading it regularly.  
· You are what you do – Get involved and stay involved in extracurricular activities.  Whether they are at Beacon or outside of school, colleges like to see well-rounded students who are involved in programs outside of academics.  Remember, colleges are looking for quality of activities not quantity.  While there is no perfect combination of activities that will look "best" to colleges, it is more important that you follow through with two to three activities for several years rather than join 10 clubs in your senior year.  College admissions offices are looking for students who show dedication and growth within their extracurricular interests.  If you feel you don't have enough activities, because you have a job, or have family responsibilities, that is FINE, all of those things are taken into consideration. 
· Research, research, research . . . Consider the college process an elective.  You need to spend time each week exploring colleges.  Websites are a great place to start.  The College Board Website (www.collegeboard.com) and the Princeton Review website (www.review.com) are also very helpful.  Planning a summer vacation with your family?  Research the colleges in the area and make an appointment to visit the campuses.  There are also dozens and dozens of colleges within easy access from New York City via bus or train.  Plan some day-trips with friends.  Remember to contact the college office in advance and make an appointment.  Colleges love to hear from you and they keep records of every contact.  When it comes down to the final selection, they will be more enthusiastic about students who have shown genuine interest in the school.
· Check out this website regularly for updates.  We plan to update the website once a week (honestly, we’ll try).  Don't forget to create your college database profile by going to the "college" tab when you log onto the Beacon portal. 
IV.  SUMMER PROGRAMS

· Barnard College Pre-College Program – Live and learn like a college student.  One-week session (June 26-July 2) and five-week session (June 26-July 30).  Barnard also offers Young Women’s Leadership Institute, July 10-16, a single-sex program open to residential students who have completed 10th or 11th grade.  Apply on-line:  http://www.barnard.edu/pcp
· Pre-College Summer @ Brown allows motivated high school students to experience all facets of life at an Ivy League campus.  The program offers 7-week courses for college credit as well as mini-courses.  Programs begin in June and July.  Application deadline is April 13.  Course fees range from $1,750 to $7,840 depending on the length of the program (including residential fees).  To apply on-line:  www.brown.edu/continuingstudies.  Some financial aid is available on a first-come, first-served basis based on financial need.
· Columbia University Summer High School Programs – Find out more at an Information Session, Saturday, March 12, 2005, 2pm at Alfred Lerner Hall.  Experience a rigorous academic experience in a variety of disciplines and courses at Columbia’s NYC Campus or in Barcelona, Spain.  For more information go to: www.ce.columbia.edu/hs.  Application deadline for NYC is April 8; for Barcelona is April 1.
· George Washington University Summer Scholars Programs offer opportunities to explore your academic interests with internationally recognized faculty, earn college credit while in high school, preview a real college experience and visit area colleges.  For more information go to www.gwu.edu/summer/scholars or email scholars@gwu.edu or call 202-242-6802.
· Harvard Summer School offers The Drama Program, The Writing Program, the Math Program, the College Preparatory Program as well as an assortment of workshops and seminars in many academic disciplines.  Tuition is $2,125 for a 4-unit course and $4,250 for an 8-unit course.  Limited financial aid is available.  Deadline:  May 31, 2005.  For more information call 617-495-3192 or email ssp@hudce.harvard.edu.  Apply on-line at www.ssp.harvard.edu.
· Landmark Volunteers is a merit-based program providing opportunities for high school students to perform community service at 63 nationally important historical, cultural, conservation or social services institutions located throughout the country.  For more information and to request an application call 413-229-0255 or go to www.volunteers.com or come to the college office.
· The Legal Bound Program 2005 Summer Internships are sponsored by the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office.  To apply, students must live in Manhattan and be between the ages of 14 and 17 (18 if still in high school).  Send a resume (including your name, address and telephone number) and an essay explaining your interest in law to Community Affairs Unit, NY County District Attorney’s Office, One Hogan Place, Room 824, New York, NY 10013 (212-335-9082); applications must be postmarked April 8, 2005.  Interviews are schedule Monday through Thursday, from mid-January through April 29, 2005.  You must bring two reference letters (one from your current school) to the interview.
· Maryland Institute College of Art Summer 2005 Programs is a studio residency program offering an unparalleled opportunity for students to experience firsthand the challenges and excitement of college-level art study.  The program runs July 25-July 23, 2005 and features a selection of core studio courses.  Fees, including application fee, tuition, room and board is $2,850.  Deadline is April 1, 2005.  There is some scholarship aid available.  For more information call 410-225-2219 or email cs@mica.edu (www.mica.edu).
· Michigan Math and Science Scholars offers a summer program hosted by the Mathematics Department at the University of Michigan.  Two two-week session of courses include mathematics, astronomy, statistics, physics, chemistry, molecular, cellular and developmental biology and ecology and evolutionary biology.  To learn more go to www.math.lsa.umich.edu/mmss where you can also apply online.  Residential fees (including room and meals) $1,600.
· MIT SUMMER PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – The Women's Technology Program at MIT is a 4-week summer residence program to introduce high school girls to electrical engineering and computer science. If you know a girl who is currently a high school junior with demonstrated math and science ability and an interest in finding out about EECS, please encourage her to visit our website for more information and for an application form (applications are due February 1, 2005):http://wtp.mit.edu.  DEADLINE FEBRUARY 1, 2005
· New York State Summer School of the Arts (NYSSSA) offers pre-professional courses in ballet, choral studies, dance, jazz studies, media arts, orchestral studies, theater and visual arts.  Tuition ranges from $1,000-$1,500.  Financial aid is available based on need.  Some programs require an audition.  For more information, go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/nysssa Deadlines to apply for auditions and to submit portfolios vary, but begin February 1, 2005.
· New York University Precollege offers college-level courses in a variety of disciplines, a non-graded writing workshop, college admission planning and access to NYU’s facilities.  For more information www.nyu.edu/summer 
· Oxbridge Academic Programs offers summer programs at Oxford and Cambridge in England and L’Academie de Paris in France. Programs include a variety of academic and creative courses.  Comprehensive fee for each program is $5,795.  Deadline for financial aid application is February 28, 2005.
· The Princeton Review College Discovery Experience is an intensive 2-week college admissions prep program featuring dozens of college visits, based either at Northeastern University in Boston, American University in Washington, DC or UCLA in California.  Tuition is $2,999.  For more information call 800-645-6611, email discovery@summerfun.com or go to www.summerfun.com.
· Summer Discovery offers summer programs at a variety of colleges and universities around the world, including UCLA, UC Santa Barbara, UC San Diego, University of Michigan, Georgetown University, University of Vermont, Cambridge University and University of Sydney Australia.  For a catalogue of each school’s coursework, schedules and fees, visit www.summerfun.com or call 888-878-6637 or email discovery@summerfun.com.
· Summer Study Programs at Penn State, University of Colorado at Boulder or the American University of Paris.  Programs range from 3 to 6½ weeks in length with fees ranging from $3,595 to $6,695.  Programs include courses for college credit along with campus activities and weekend excursions.  For more information call 800-666-2556.
· University of Delaware Summer College (June 25-July 30, 2005).  Live the life of a college student.  The program is designed for interested students who demonstrate the ability to succeed in college-level work in an independent environment.  For more information, go to www.udel.edu/summercollege or email summercollege@udel.edu or call 302-831-6560 for an application.
· University of St. Andrews creative writing and Scottish Studies Programs, July 2-30, 2005.  Scottish Studies programs include History & Politics, Art History, Literary Studies and Music.  Creative writing programs include journal writing, poetry, prose and fiction.  The program costs ₤2600.  Creative writing program requires a writing sample.  Deadline:  May 1, 2005.  http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/services/admissions/CWSPweb.htm (writing) or http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/services/admissions/sssprog.htm 
