COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of May 7, 2007
Please give a copy to each advisory and read aloud with the group
SENIORS:  VERY IMPORTANT …
· SAYING “NO” TO COLLEGES:  You’ve accepted enrollment at the college of your choice and sent in your deposit.  Do not forget to notify all other colleges that you will not be attending.  Write a simple form letter for each college: “Thank you for offering me admission to (insert name of school) for the fall 2007 semester.  After careful consideration, I have decided to enroll at another college (you can name the school you will attend if you want – but you don’t have to).  I appreciate all of the time that your office put into my application review.  Sincerely, (typed name, social security number and signature).  
· SAY THANK YOU to your TEACHERS and ADVISORS who wrote your recommendations.  They helped and had a role in your success.
· DON’T LOOK BACK!  You made your decision and just dropped your deposit into the mailbox.  Suddenly panic sets in – “OH NO, I made a mistake!”  STOP!!!  A recent study by the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) found that “about 87 percent of college students rate their overall experience as ‘good’ to ‘excellent,’ and 80 percent would probably go to the same institution if they had it to do over.”  So relax, calm down, you made the right decision.  The process is over; the future is waiting.  Now hit the books, keep up the grades and you’re all set for college in September.  
· NAVIANCE: UPDATE YOUR COLLEGE RESULTS ON NAVIANCE – As you begin to hear back from your colleges, you must update your Naviance profile with the results from each school (i.e., were you accepted, denied, put on a wait list, etc.).  THIS WILL BE MANDATORY BEFORE GRADUATION – SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL DO IT NOW!!!!!!!!!  Colleges require final transcripts with proof of graduation, before you can register for classes, and we will be sending only those final transcripts for students who have updated NAVIANCE.
· DON’T BLOW IT!  COLLEGES CAN REVOKE YOUR ADMISSIONS DECISION if you change your academic course load significantly or if your grades take a dive after you have been admitted.  Don’t give them a reason to get in touch with you over the summer to tell you they have changed their minds – THIS DOES HAPPEN!   You are so close to reaching a major achievement – HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.  Stay focused and do what needs to be done.
· WAITING LIST…
You’ve notified the college to keep you on their waitlist, but you still haven’t heard.  By now you should have notified one of the schools you have been admitted to that you plan to attend and made a non-refundable deposit.  While there still may be a slim chance of getting admitted from the waitlist, you need to move on and begin to enjoy the idea of how great college will be at the school you’ve chosen.  Remember, many students who are admitted off a waitlist receive limited financial aid.  

· CONGRATULATIONS! You survived the College Admission Process … We are so proud of you.  Come share your decisions with the College Office Staff. 
I.    MISCELLANEOUS
· 15th Annual Young Writer’s Conference:  Writing Your World, Saturday, May 19, 2007, 9:00am-5:00pm at Eugene Lang College of the New School (65 W. 11th St in NYC).  This is a FREE day-long event bringing high school writers together with prominent writing professionals in NYC.  Workshops are offered in fiction, non-fiction, poetry and journalism.

· Summer Youth Employment Opportunities:  Applications are now being accepted for the New York City Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP). The program operates for seven weeks, from July 2nd through August 17, 2007, and is open to youth between the ages of 14 and 21 who reside in New York City.   Selection of participants is by lottery, and jobs pay $7.15 per hour.  The deadline for applications is May 18, 2007.  To obtain an application, call 311 or visit the Department of Youth and community Development Website at http://www.nyc.gov/dycd
· Summer Bridge at Delaware State University is a summer program for in-coming freshmen designed to give students with an interest in science, technology, engineering and mathematics as well as agriculture and natural sciences an early start with their college career.  This is a 5-week program running from July 7 through August 11, 2007.  It is funded by the National Science Foundation.  Participants will receive $1,000 if you earn a 2.7 GPA.  To attend you must apply by May 31, 2007.  Go to www.desu.edu/hbcu-up for an application.
· Alternative Loan Guide.  An alternative loan is a loan through a commercial lender (like a bank).  Unlike most government aid, eligibility is based on your credit history and not financial need.  Why would you use one?  Many families use alternative loans to bridge the gap between government, college, work-study or scholarship aid they are already eligible to receive and the cost of college.  How much should I borrow?  Avoid borrowing more than your anticipated first-year salary after college.  For example, if you think your first year salary will start at $40,000, do not borrow more than $10,000.  Alternative loans are generally more expensive than government loans and have tougher terms.  How to compare offers?  It can be very confusing.  Which is better:  the 7% interest with 4% fees or the 6% interest with 6% fees?  Check with www.collegegold.com/tools for information on how to analyze these numbers.

· Emma Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media Internship:  Follow the link below for information on a paid internship for minority high school students who are interested in working in media. If you win, the internship job follows you into college for summer employment. http://www.emmabowenfoundation.com/main.html 

· NYMentor is a free College and Career Planning website for New York students and parents sponsored by the NY State Higher Education Services Corp.  Got to www.hesc.org
III.  SCHOLARSHIPS

We will only be listing new Scholarship Information here each week.  For a complete and up to date listing of scholarships, check the bulletin board across from the College Office.

