COLLEGE OFFICE BULLETIN

Week of April 5, 2004

Please read to your advisory and post in your classrooms.  A copy will be posted outside the College Office, and on the college office blog

JUNIORS

· START THE PROCESS!  If you haven’t already done so, please return your Junior Packet to the college office ASAP.  Please be sure to arrange for an appointment to begin your exploration of the mysteries of the college admissions process:  what do I want, where do I go, what does this all mean, ouch, my head is exploding . . . .  We’re here to make the journey easier.

· UPCOMING SATs – Application deadline for the May 1 SATs is March 25th (late deadline April 7) or for June 5th SATs the deadline is April 29th (late deadline May 12th).  If you sent in your application, you should have received a registration number.  If not, contact the College Board (www.collegeboard.com).  Students who are planning to take SAT II exams should begin those this Spring as well.  Consult your academic teachers to figure out what three subjects to take.  Please note: MOST SCHOOLS do not use the SAT II in their decision making process.  You can register on-line at the above website or come to the college office for an application and practice materials.

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?

· Attend College Fairs and Open Houses:  We will post and update a weekly list of College Fairs and Open Houses.  This is an extremely valuable part of the College Application Process.  Be prepared and make the most of the College Fairs.  Think about what your college preferences are:

· Do you want a co-ed or single sex college?  

· What size school do you want to attend?

· What programs of study are you considering?

· How far from home to you want to go?  

· Are you interested in specific sports or extracurricular activities?

· Do you want to attend a school in an urban, suburban or rural setting?

· Do you require special services (i.e., tutoring, note takers, readers, TDD or interpreters)?

· RESEARCH the colleges you are interested in on the internet (preferably BEFORE the fair)!

· AT THE COLLEGE FAIR:  Pick up a bag and fair directory.

· Bring pre-printed labels with your name, address, social security number and area of interest.  This way you won’t need to spend time filling out endless forms while you are at the fair and you’ll have more time to visit different college exhibits and talk to college representatives.

· You can always fill in the cards at home and send them in if you fail to prepare labels.

· Talk to the College Representatives.  

· Be aware of workshops offered and attend the ones of interest to you.

CONTINUE TO:

· Focus on your academics.  Challenge yourself with the most rigorous courses that Beacon offers that you can be successful at.  Remember, Junior grades are critically important.  
· Look into summer opportunities (job, internship, pre-college program, volunteer work, etc).  We are posting a list of summer programs on the Beacon website and will be upgrading it regularly.  
· Get involved and stay involved in extracurricular activities.  Colleges like to see well-rounded students who are involved in programs outside of academics, whether they are at Beacon or outside of school.  Remember, it’s about quality of activities not quantity.  While there is no perfect combination of activities that will look "best" to colleges, it is more important that you follow through with two or three activities for several years rather than join 10 clubs in your senior year.  College admissions offices are looking for students who show dedication and growth within their extracurricular interests.  If you feel you don't have enough activities, because you have a job, or have family responsibilities, that is FINE, all of those things are taken into consideration. 
· Research, research, research . . . Consider the college process an elective.  You need to spend time each week exploring colleges.  Websites are a great place to start.  The College Board Website (www.collegeboard.com) and the Princeton Review website (www.review.com) are also very helpful.  Planning a summer vacation with your family?  Research the colleges in the area and make an appointment to visit the campuses.  There are also dozens and dozens of colleges within easy access from New York City via bus or train.  Plan some day-trips with friends.  Remember to contact the college office in advance and make an appointment.  Colleges love to hear from you and they keep records of every contact.  When it comes down to the final selection, they will be more enthusiastic about students who have shown genuine interest in the school.
· Check out this website regularly for updates.  We plan to update the website once a week (honestly, we’ll try).  Don't forget to create your college database profile by going to the "college" tab when you log onto the Beacon portal. 
COLLEGE FAIRS AND OPEN HOUSES

Muhlenberg College (MD)- Open House:  Saturday, April 24th, 2004 they will be hosting their Junior Open House Program.  The many workshops available to you will include Financial Aid, Campus Tours, Student/Parent Info Panels, Academic Fair and Buffet Lunch.  Registration begins at 9:30am (there is an optional financial aid workshop at 8:30am).  RSVP by April 22 by calling 484-664-3212.  You can find out more about Muhlenberg by visiting www.muhlenberg.edu.    

Wellesley College (MA)– Junior Open Campus Program: Saturday, April 24th, 2004, Wellesley College, whose mission is to provide an excellent liberal arts education for women who will make a difference in the world, will host an open campus program to introduce academically talented high school juniors to the opportunities available to them at Wellseley.  It will include workshops on the admission process, financial aid process, essay writing and interviewing as well as sample classes and a college tour.  For more information about the program, please go to www.wellesley.edu/Admission/JOC.  You may also contact Alfie Daniels, Assistant Director/Special Project Coordinator at 781-283-2270.

GOUCHER COLLEGE (MD) – Explore Goucher Days: Goucher College is offering one fall and two spring events for juniors interested in learning more about Goucher.  The dates are: Saturday, May 1st from 9am-2pm, Monday, October 11th from 8:30am-3:30pm and Monday, November 8th from 8:30am-3:30pm.  You can register online at www.goucher.edu or one week prior to the event you plan to attend, you can call Meghan at 1-800-Goucher (468-2437) ext. 6585.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                COLLEGES THAT CHANGE LIVES Information Session and College Fair:  This is a group of 40 unique colleges that share two essential qualities:  a strong sense of college community that focuses on cooperative rather than competitive learning, and a strong faculty dedicated to helping college students develop their powers who are mentors who often become valued friends.  Some common traits these colleges share:  (i) low student-to-faculty ratios that foster collaboration, engaged learning and personal attention; (ii) a commitment to undergraduate education focusing on liberal arts and sciences, including opportunities for research; (iii) a living learning environment; (iv) smaller student enrollments; (v) out-of-classroom learning opportunities involving internships, study abroad, service to others and special interests activities; and (vi) alumni networks that help graduates with professional and career development.  Monday, May 17, 2004, 7:00pm-9:00pm at The Westin New York at Times Square, 270 W. 43rd Street, (212-201-2700).  These colleges are often a great fit for Beacon students!  Visit the Colleges that Change Lives website:  www.ctcl.com 

PENN STATE (PA) INFORMATION SESSIONS FOR JUNIORS AND SOPHOMORES   Penn State University is proud to host two information sessions this spring for high school sophomores and juniors in the metropolitan NYC area.  They invite parents and students to join them for one of the following events: Thursday May 20th, 2004 from 7pm-9pm at the Staten Island Hilton Garden Inn (1100 South Avenue, Staten Island, NY)  OR Monday, June 7th, 2004 from 7pm-9pm at The Queens Borough Public Library, Flushing Branch (41-17 Main Street, Flushing, NY).  Any questions or concerns can be sent to smm110@psu.edu or call 718-862-2965.

LATINO COLLEGE EXPO – Meet representatives from over 150 colleges, learn about the college admissions process, enter the raffle to win a FREE computer and learn about LCE’s scholarship competition.  Saturday, April 24, 2004, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Pace University, One Pace Plaza (Across from City Hall in downtown Manhattan).  For more information go to:  www.LatinoCollegeExpo.org  Admission is free.

NATIONAL HISPANIC COLLEGE FAIR – Wednesday, April 21, 2004, at Lehman College (Main Gym), 9:30am – 12:30pm.  Many of the finest colleges, universities and trade schools with have representatives present to explain their programs and opportunities to students.  Free Admission and Bus Transportation from Beacon.  Please contact the college office for further information.

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY School of Business (Brooklyn) Open House – Sunday, April 25, 2004, from 11am to 3:00pm.  Faculty and staff from the School of Business will be in the Metcalfe Building located on the corner of Flatbush and DeKalb Avenues to discuss admissions, financial aid and college programs (including accounting, computer science, finance, information systems, management and marketing).  For more information call (718) 488-1070 or email business@brooklyn.liu.edu
A DAY AT SMITH COLLEGE (MA) – Saturday, April 24, 2004, 9:00am to 4:00pm.  You and your family are invited to attend workshops on the college application process and financial aid and panels on academic offerings and opportunities.  You will also share lunch with members of the Smith community and go on a college tour.  Register on-line at 222.smith.edu/admission or call (800) 383-3232 by April 12.

The Steinhardt School of Education of  NYU (Junior Connection) is hosting a series of informal luncheon programs for high school juniors and their families.  Meet with current students, faculty and staff to discuss academic programs, internships and NYU summer courses for high school students.  Programs include an information session to learn about admissions and financial aid as well as a campus tour.  Dates:  Monday April 5th, Friday May 28th, Monday, June 28th, Friday July 23rd or Friday, August 13th.  To reserve go to:  www.education.nyu.edu/juniorconnection.  Questions:  email Ted Hannan, Junior Connection Coordinator, th5@nyu.edu, or call (212) 998-5624.

SUNY University Centers Honors Event – Reception and program, April 19, 2004, 6:30pm to 9:00pm at the New York Marriott Marquis, Astor Ballroom, 7th Floor, 1535 Broadway in New York City.  Explore the opportunities available relating to honors programs, research, independent study working closely with faculty and merit scholarships.  Students may register on-line at www.suny.edu/studentevents or by calling (800) 342-3811.  Come to the college office for more information.

