
Helpful Hints for Financial Aid and the FAFSA Form

ALL FINANCIAL AID IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.

1. All students know that colleges have deadline dates for admissions.  BUT… many schools also have deadline dates to apply for financial aid.  Check your schools to see if there is a cut-off date.  You don’t want to miss the opportunity to get the MOST aid possible.

2. ALL schools will require the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  SOME schools will require the CSS Profile (NOT free).  SOME schools will have their own institutional financial aid form they will want you to fill out. To find out what forms your schools require – refer to the financial aid section of the application instructions.

3. CSS PROFILE – The CSS PROFILE can be filed TODAY.  
· You can and should (when possible) file online at www.collegeboard.com  or more specifically http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.jsp.   
· Most schools do not require this – but some do – a list of schools that require this form can be found on my website or at www.collegeboard.com. 
· When you complete the CSS Profile, you will be able to print out a worksheet that will help you when completing the FAFSA.
FAFSA

4. By filing the FAFSA you are making yourself eligible for all New York State aid, all Federal aid, and any individual college aid.

5. If you have access, I strongly recommend filing the FAFSA online.  It is much faster and it will catch mistakes earlier.  The web address is www.fafsa.ed.gov.  If you do it this way both the student and the parent MUST register for a PIN number.  Do this at www.pin.ed.gov.  The pin numbers will take the place of signatures. 

· The FAFSA cannot be filed until January 1 of the student’s senior year of high school. 

· You can and should request your PIN number NOW.

· There are websites out there that try to scam you into paying money to file your FAFSA please be sure you are only using www.fafsa.ed.gov (not fafsa.net or fafsa.com or fafsa.org)

6. Fill out the FAFSA AS SOON AFTER JANUARY 1st AS POSSIBLE.  DO NOT wait until you have been accepted to a college – JUST GET IT IN!  It is not necessary to wait until your parents have received their W-2’s or filed their 2005 taxes.  JUST GET IT IN!

· Please note – you want to be filing the 2006 – 2007 form, as that will be the first year you are in college.  You will need to re-file each year while you are in school.

7. While filling out the form – use your best financial estimates.  Mistakes or misinformation will cause a delay in the processing and awarding of financial aid money.  

8. While filling out the form – you will be asked to list the six schools you are applying for.  Don’t Panic!  It’s OK if you are applying to more than six schools.  BUT….. you should list the six schools that you MOST REALISTICALLY SEE YOURSELF ATTENDING.  Once you know that those 6 schools have received your financial aid information, you can delete those schools and add additional schools. 
9. At least one of the six schools MUST be in the State of New York.  It doesn’t have to be a SUNY school – just a school in the State of New York.  This is so that IF you are eligible for TAP (Tuition Assistance Program – a New York State program) they will automatically generate an application for you.

10. If you are filing the paper version of the FAFSA, make a copy first and fill in all the answers and then fill out the original in BLACK ink only.  NOT blue!  They won’t accept it.

11. A few weeks after you submit the FAFSA (about 2 weeks if you applied online and 4-6 weeks if you used the paper version) you will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR).  Please review this form carefully.  If there are any mistakes, you will need to make the corrections either on the form or online (whichever way you originally filed).  
12. If you are eligible, an Express TAP Application will be sent to you shortly after you receive the SAR.   Notice that they have chosen only one school to receive TAP.  Don’t worry about which school is listed.  Look over the form for mistakes and send it back ASAP.  You will be able to change the school where you are actually attending online after you have made your final college selection.  

13. File the appropriate forms as soon as possible.  Try to be as accurate as possible.  Correct any mistakes as soon as you become aware of them.

REMEMBER PAY ATTENTION TO SCHOOL DEADLINES AND FILE EARLY TO ENSURE THAT YOU WILL RECEIVE THE MOST AID YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR.

