COLLEGE SEARCH CALENDAR

FRESHMAN YEAR

· Select challenging courses and earn good grades (they count)

· Try out several activities to see what you like best

· Pursue community service possibilities

· Take science SAT II in June (optional – see teacher)

· Summer:  Volunteer, work or explore new interests 

SOPHOMORE YEAR

· Continue with challenging courses that lead to advanced courses and keep grades up
· Take PSAT (optional but recommended)
· Focus on two or three activities in depth 
· Continue with a consistent theme in community service
· Take math/science SAT II  (see teacher for guidance)
· Summer:  Focus on special talents, volunteer, pursue an internship in a field of interest, travel, get a job
JUNIOR YEAR

· Take advanced courses open to juniors and prepare for advanced work in senior year. 
·  Junior year grades are the most critical for college admission – WORK HARD!
· Take PSAT
· Continue with activities and service, try for leadership roles
· Meet with colleges that visit school or community
· Meet with your college counselor (meetings start in the Spring), develop an initial list of 15 to 20 colleges that interest you
· Save research papers with grades and teacher comments

· Ask two teachers to write your college recommendations 

· Begin developing portfolios/videos of special talents

· Take SAT I in the spring, ACT is optional

· Take SAT Subject Tests in one or two subjects you feel you excel in (optional)

· Summer:  Get a job or internship, volunteer or attend a special interest program.  Tour colleges and narrow down the college list.  Develop a resume.  Begin essays and applications.

SENIOR YEAR

· Select the most challenging courses available to you and work hard on grades – acceptances are contingent upon maintaining grades through graduation.

· Meet with counselor to finalize college list 

· Finalize any additional testing in the early fall

· Continue with leadership roles in activities and service

· Meet with visiting colleges and finish college visits

· Schedule campus or alumni interviews

· Finish college applications by Thanksgiving

· File for financial aid after January 1st
· Decisions arrive by April 15th and deposits are due by May 1st
COLLEGE TESTS

PSAT

· 10th grade (Recommended) 
· 11th grade
· Register at Beacon in Sept. –  test is in Oct.
SAT I

· Take at least one time in the  in junior year (April/ May/ June)
· Repeat in senior year if needed (October or November)
· Use prep courses and/or study guides to develop confidence and familiarity with the tests
· www.collegeboard.com
SAT SUBJECT TESTS

· Take science tests at the end of the specific course ( if appropriate)
· Take Math I after completing Algebra 2 or Math II after pre-calculus ( if appropriate)
· Take two tests in June of junior year (if appropriate)
· Test prep can bridge any gap between school courses and topics on the tests
· All tests should be completed by fall of senior year
ACT (Optional)

· Take during Spring of junior year or Fall of senior year
· May replace SAT I and SAT II tests for some colleges
· www.act.org
