ADVICE FROM THE CLASS OF 2004  - TO THE CLASS OF 2006
In June the graduating seniors were asked what advice they would give students who were starting the college process.  In their words…

· DO NOT MISS DEADLINES (this does not just mean applications, also financial aid and scholarships).
· Get started early – the process is longer than you think.
· Memorize your social security number.
· Do not get fixated on one school, have options.
· When visiting schools, get your questions answered.  
· Prioritizing and organization are two necessary life skills.
· Actually study for the SAT.
· If you don’t get into your first choice, you’ll still be happy – trust me.
· You are not done with college stuff when you mail your applications.  Don’t forget about financial aid.
· Do not stop doing work senior year, colleges notice.
· That FAFSA is not the only way to pay for college.
· Auditions for college (theater) are hard, waiting stinks, but getting accepted feels good! 

· Be sure you know WHY you are applying to the colleges that you are applying to (you should not have a blank stare on your face when asked this in an interview). 

· Make your own decisions.  
· Proofread your essay.
· Do not stress too much.  You WILL get into college.  I did, and I didn’t think I would.  Get to know Ms. Binder.
· Apply for scholarships.
· Start early! 
· Visit as many schools as you can.  
· Do not wait to write your essay because teachers do not let you turn in other work late because you have a college essay to write.

· Give your teachers plenty of notice when asking for recommendations.  
· Don’t be late with ANYTHING.  I didn’t get housing because I missed a deadline by a day.
· Keep ALL options open. You never know how you’ll feel at the end of the year.
· Work hard – it pays off. 

· Time management is essential.  Make a chart with all deadlines.  
· Research your schools.
· It seems like the process will never end. It does. You will survive.
· Good Luck! 

