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There are many different things to take into consideration when looking back on the recent trip to Tijuana and San Diego. Much of my desire to take this trip was to try and see, for myself, finally, what was going on in Mexico. For years prior to the trip, I had been hearing about the situation in Mexico. The horrible stories of border crossings, poverty, as well as different solutions have become more and more relevant in today’s society. What this trip truly gave me was an ability to understand, on a personal level, what is going on in Mexico and how it affects the people living there. Through understanding what it is like for the Mexican people to live through this turbulent time in their countries economic and social development, it raised many questions as to what these conditions exactly are and what could be done to raise the people out of them.

To begin trying to understand a position on what to do with the border situation, as well as the internal problems that plague Mexico, it is important to try and understand how they got this way. The United States, through their superior technology and subsidation, has completely paralyzed the Mexican market for staples like corn and beans. This phenomenon, while occurring in the recent past, is merely following a trend of US imperialistic desires overbearing and overtaking the Mexican people and economy. When the United States first took the upper half of Mexico from the Mexican government after their loss in the Mexican-American war, it was very difficult for the Mexican government to retain its sovereignty due to internal troubles, problems that were exacerbated by US involvement. Since the early 20th century, with things like Operation Wetback and the Bracero Program, as Hymie Cota outlined when we were able to talk to him, the United States has exercised its complete dominance over the Mexican job market, and with little or no sort of respect of form of regulation. As time went on, the United States continued to do things like flood the corn market, and increase the range of its groping economic hand. With the implementation of US and other foreign economic entities into Northern Mexico after the signing of NAFTA, the North American Free Trade Agreement in 1994, the US-Mexico relationship became even more troubled and clouded. After seeing the great disdain the foreign companies have for Mexican workers and environmental impact inside of Mexico, my opinions of what must be done in Mexico were solidified. However, the questions I had were also made even more prevalent.

After going to visit Casa del Migrantes, more questions were solidified in my mind. Throughout the trip, one of the main facts that were stressed was the fact that it was almost impossible for Mexican workers, in both the North and South of the country, to support their families. Outlined at Maclovio Rojas, when water costs almost half of the daily paycheck, a person cannot support their family on these wages. The conditions are also terrible, with a prejudice against pregnant women and a lack of proper protective equipment for the chemicals used in some of the products made. While all of these types of things were re-affirmed, the ideas that, in the global scene, Mexican workers get good pay and infact can live on what is given. There seems to be a great variation in the facts given about how good wages are. Talking to one man at Casa del Migrants, a man told me that he was able to make 10 dollars for four hours work, a very good job in Mexico. And to make things even more confusing, he had only been in Mexico again for three days. Also, the question of why Mexico is unable to leave the Maquildoras and create their own businesses is a puzzling one. There is no question about the horrible conditions in which the Mexican workers are forced to work, but why not then stop going to these factories, and support Mexican companies? Another big question for me after this trip is why the Mexican farmers in the South of the country do not band together and try and set their own agenda for Mexican corn. While trying to understand what is so complex about these problems, I also came to some idea of how I would wish to fix them.

To start to understand how to fix these problems, I must try and understand the two sides of the issue. The conservative side of Mexico views foreign investment as the only possible course of action. With foreign investment, Mexico can enter the global economy and leave the old ways behind. In the internet and speed driven 21st century, the traditional Mexican values, the conservatives feel, have no room in business. On the opposite side, people in the PRD, as well as many of the groups who we talked to during the trip feel that it is important to focus on what made Mexico unique and prosperous in the past. Antonieta Robles at Casa Utopia felt that going back to these traditional roots would definetly help to bring Mexico out of the current horrible state that it is in. In the end, seeing the state of things in Maclovio Rojas, Chilpancingo, and when driving past the Maquiladoras made me feel that there is a definite need for change.

After learning from various people in Mexico about the huge disparity between the rich and poor in Mexico, the only possible course of action is to repeal NAFTA and help Mexican businesses grow. NAFTA, while bringing economic growth to Mexico, has only done it for the top echelon of society. They prosper, while the common Mexican worker falls deeper and deeper into poverty. The divide between rich and poor has never been so great, with over 60% of the country now living in poverty. Along with this repeal of NAFTA, the United States must loosen up its borders, and allow more and more people in on a temporary or permanent basis. When the border patrol men look at illegal immigration like a game, the system needs to be changed. More visas would enable the border patrol to catch those that it needs, but keep the dangerous crossings at a low, do to the ability Mexicans will have to cross the border easier. It is a barbaric way of thinking that Mexico is an inferior country, and to keep the border like it is now, or to close it, will only make things for both the US and Mexico. By creating new labor laws inside of the United States, those workers who do come here will be able to work, but will be legally protected from the sort of injustice they are subjected too on a regular basis. The Mexican government must act to make sure this change works, and its country can stand on its own. It is terrible for two countries to be so dependent on each other as the United States and Mexico. Both countries need to learn how to stand on their own. By raising the minimum wage in Mexico, as well as creating tough environmental laws, it would be possible for Mexico to fix what the maquiladoras have done to their country. However, possibly the most important point, Mexico must subsidize its corn and bean industry. With both of these types of farms being the backbone both economically and in a feeding way, they must receive more governmental protection.
