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Eating, sleeping, and exploring Tijuana has been an incredible, although startling experience for me. With our first day actually visiting sights around San Diego I was able to gain knowledge on the perspective of people on the U.S. side of the border. We visited Chicano Park, which gave me insight on the Mexican rights activists and how they expressed themselves outside of Mexico. Chicano Park represents the battles Mexicans have fought, and won in the past, which gives me hope that eventually Mexico will come out of the depression it is in. Visiting the Maclovio Rojas community also gave me a look at a society that is working to end the social, political, economic oppression that has been keeping them down. 


Going to Mexico has raised many questions for me and I feel like I’m even more confused about what I believe should happen with the U.S.-Mexico border policies. I want to say that we should open the borders, but I feel as though even going to Mexico I am not educated enough on the opposing arguments to clearly make a decision. I learned that Mexicans are not necessarily crossing the border to live in the United States. The students we visited at San Ysidro High School in California and Lazaro Cardenas High School in Tijuana both made clear that while America had much to offer, whether it be culture (music, shopping, school, work, etc.), they would not want to live in the United States and if they did, would try to visit Mexico as much as possible. This brings up an important question for me: If the Mexicans do not want to live in the United States and their contributions to the U.S. economy are vital, then why shouldn’t they be allowed to work in the United States? The U.S. depends on cheap labor, and the Mexican workers and families do too, so where does the conflict come from? I think that if Mexicans are not allowed to work in the U.S. unless they have citizenship, than the maquiladoras should not be allowed in Mexico, for it is virtually the same concept, working for the U.S., except for lower wages, creating a vast inequality and hypocrisy.

It is difficult for me to accept the argument that with Mexican immigrants coming to find work and utilizing U.S. industries such as education, U.S. citizens’ tax dollars are increasing. I don’t think people in the U.S. can complain about their tax dollars going to illegitimate use of federal and state property when the U.S. government is using people’s tax money to fund a war that has not actually benefited the people in any way. It is important to remember that most Mexicans (if not all) are coming into the U.S. to work for wages that many Americans would not tolerate, and for that, they are greatly attributing to the growth of the U.S. economy. 

Another part of the trip that struck me was going to the red light district. A part of me felt as though we should not have been there. I felt like a spectator in many ways as we drove by the young and old sex workers. However, when Hyme pointed out that he believed that sex workers had the strongest union in Tijuana my opinion changed. Knowing that while these people were living in such awful conditions, they were surviving and going beyond what people’s expectations of sex workers were. They have accomplished something that many people in much better circumstances sometimes have trouble achieving—a unity. 

The biggest problem for Mexico being in so much poverty is partly because of the United States, but also vastly because of the corrupt government. It is not using Mexico’s money to help the people who really need it. They are also not helping their people by allowing NAFTA to continue, and thereby having the maquiladoras continue hurting the Mexican people and environment. The situation with the Comunidad Esperanza proves this. It was a very long time before the people got the government to take action and clean up the community. Another problem with the Mexican government allowing NAFTA to continue is that Mexico’s most important industries are depleting—one of which being the corn industry. Mexico has allowed the importing of U.S. corn, which has greatly effected the corn farmers and made Mexican corn extremely expensive, resulting in people buying American corn. 1.5 million agricultural jobs have been lost since 1994, when NAFTA began. This is creating Mexico’s economy to sink and is creating unemployment, and the government is not doing anything to stop this. 

Ultimately, what I’ve learned by going to Mexico is that the country is filled with many different types of people, which is the main attribution to Mexico’s problems and people’s perception of Mexico’s problems, making it difficult for me to come up with solid ideas. Mexico needs to unify as a whole, and right now there are many different people with many different ideas, which is creating a kind of chaos. It is sometimes impossible not to make generalizations, and when dealing with the border issues and Mexico’s own issues, one must not generalize. That is where I am the most conflicted. There are some Mexicans who would stay in their country and fight for their rights before entering the U.S., while there are those who would go to the U.S. anyway for better wages to support their families. There are those who want to utilize American industries, and there are those who come and go everyday. There are those who would follow the current Mexican government and there are those who refuse to do so. It is these differences of ideas within the Mexican people that disable me from coming up with a solution for the Mexican people as a whole, and as time goes on and more and more people become aware of border politics and Mexico in general that this will become an easier task.
