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“Remember, remember always, that all of us... are descended from immigrants and revolutionists.” – Franklin D. Roosevelt.
             The Border that segregates is a Border that is illegal. I went to Tijuana Mexico with the belief that the Border should be closed because there was an increase in violence in American communities. There was a recent New York Times article describing a conflict between African Americans and Mexicans because the Mexicans were taking most of the jobs. I was also a supporter of NAFTA because it provided millions of Mexican jobs. However, my perspective has changed during my stay. The trip to Tijuana Mexico further proved that the U.S. should open the border and repeal NAFTA.
             America has oppressed the Mexican Immigrants. The first day of the trip we visited Chicano Park. Victor was our guide and the shirt he was wearing made me think twice about my opinion of the Border. His shirt depicted an Indigenous man crumbling a news paper that read “Illegal Aliens” while saying “Who is Illegal, the Pilgrims?” This reminded me that we all are Immigrants. He also spoke about his community and how it was plagued by racial stereotyping by the police, gentrification, and pollution from the highway. It was amazing to see that he was able to transform something ugly into a work of art. There was a mural that depicted all the leaders that fought and died for the well being of their people. At the bottom of the mural there were women that were armed with weapons and people protesting. This reminded me of the boycotting and sit-ins during the civil rights movement. After seeing the murals Benjamin Prado from the AFSC came to visit.
             Benjamin Prado spoke about how Mexicans were affected since Operation Gatekeeper. 5000 Mexicans died since the operation was put into affect. He also spoke about how the Mexicans immigrated seasonally to work and then left home after picking fruits. Since Operation Gatekeeper, Mexican immigrants who cross the border illegally stay in America because it’s harder to return to their family. Due to NAFTA millions of indigenous people who grew corn for thousands of years stopped because they could not compete with quantity of corn corporations were producing within the Mexican border. This phenomenon decreased the price of corn meanwhile increasing the price of tortillas; thus increasing the poverty. However I still wanted to know what would happen to the Mexican government if NAFTA was repealed.
                Mexico is plagued by poverty, hunger, and corruption. Anotonieta Robles at the house of Utopia spoke about economic phenomenon in rural and urban communities. 60-65% of Mexicans live in poverty and 40% in extreme poverty. She also said the Tijuana is a different Mexico and it changes ones behavior, family, and customs. Southern Mexico is more impoverished; however they are still able to keep their Heritage. This reminded me of the Ladakhi culture before and after westernization. Anotnieta also explained the Mexican government is exporting land to compete the American economy. 
             The visit to Maclovio Rojas Community further proved that the Mexican government was neglecting communities. The high school on the hill was possible by private and community assistance. The government did not want to fund the school. Most of the activists that fought for the school were jailed or assassinated. The school could not afford to have their gates painted. What surprised me was that the students were able to make the most of what they had.
             The visit to the Danza farm showed hope that Mexicans can return to their traditional way of life. The indigenous people at the Danza farm still kept their dance, farming, and way of life. They were also growing corn to help sustain them. This was a sign of rebellion because they did not conform to the maquiladoras and the buying of government corn. 
             It was very spiritual taking a walk along the border. There were crosses on the fences representing the people who had die crossing. Some of them were as young as five. According to mural, the border claimed about 4000 lives thus far and increasing. It reminded me that the Mexicans migrants only came to work to support their family and died while doing so.
             The most profound visit was the visit to the immigration home where we spoke to people who tried to cross the border. I spoke with two guy who tried to cross the border and were deported back. The first guy I spoke with said that he crossed the border and worked in a packaging business in America. He was deported back to America leaving behind two daughters in whom he never saw. He plans to return back to America by working in a restaurant for 10$ a day. He also told me it is very easy to find a job in Mexico. The 2nd guy I spoke to crossed the border when he 15. He was deported and left behind a wife and two children. He tried unsuccessful attempts to cross the border three times. The border patrol beat him because he would not tell them where the coyotes were. I really felt bad for him. As an immigrant from Liberia I can relate to him because I too came to America with the dream of educating myself and start a family. This dream would be shattered if I was to return back to the war torn country of Liberia. After I left the Immigration house, I had many questions that were not answered. I wanted to know if there was a clear link between drug smugglers and the coyotes? 
             In conclusion the border should be annihilated. California, New Mexico, Arizona, and Texas belong to the Mexicans before the Mexican American war. They were the original native inhabitants of that land before and after the land was brought. Because of the border families are torn apart and communities and indigenous people are separated. We must not forget that we are all decedents immigrants that inhabited America after Columbus explored it.
