2011 Berlin trip application for rising Beacon seniors 
DrawConclusions Berlin: Students Experiencing Cold War History through Art

28 American students and 28 German students will explore Berlin’s Cold War history and its emerging art scenes from the early 1960s to the present via academic study, homestays, and workshops guided by Berlin-based artists

Date of 12-day Berlin trip:  Spring Break, 2011
Mandatory after-school sessions:  Wednesdays from 2-4pm throughout the spring semester
Beacon chaperones:  David McDougal and Kerry Dowling
Eligible applicants:  rising Beacon seniors
Estimated cost per student:  $2,000** 

Application deadline:  Monday, June 21, 2010
Questions:  Email David McDougal (dmcdouga@beaconschool.org)
ABSTRACT:  For ten days in April 2011, twenty eight Beacon students will travel to Berlin where they will complete a multi-media project with twenty eight students from an arts-focused high school (TBA) in Berlin.  Together they will explore the history and art of Cold War-era Berlin through a series of hands-on workshops guided by leading artists, writers, and filmmakers.  These academic and cultural exchanges will culminate in the creation of a “multimedia room”—an interactive art installation—housed first in Berlin and then New York.  Students will use the following media: film, printmaking, painting, photography, sculpture, and sound.
Beacon students will prepare for their time in Berlin by participating in the spring semester section of the Global Cold War Seminar—an in-depth academic study of the effects of Soviet and American interventions in “First World” and “Third World” “hotzones” of the Cold War.  This comparative exploration of the “hotzones” of the Cold War will serve as a foundation for exploring how people have managed to negotiate, resist, and/or come to terms with outside interventions during the Cold War and now.  Students will also take part in a weekly after-school workshop combining art-making and art history in ways that will directly apply to tasks/opportunities ahead in Berlin.  These Wednesday sessions will be conducted in collaboration with guest artists and the Beacon art department—and will be open to other students in the Beacon community. 
	Parent / Guardian Signatures
I have read the Berlin trip description (above).  I will allow my child, ______________________________ to apply for this Beacon trip.  Should she/he be accepted, I agree to cover the per student cost** of the trip and to play an active role in fundraising so all accepted students can participate in this experience regardless of their family’s financial situation.
I have read my child’s long answer compositions and short answers and verify that these statements are honest.

Name of parent/ guardian_________________________  Signature: ____________________Date: _______


2011 Berlin trip application for rising Beacon seniors
DrawConclusions Berlin: Students Experiencing Cold War History through Art

To apply for the Berlin trip, students should draft short essay responses to the four Long Answer items and respond to the Short Answer items in the space provided below.  
Each Long Answer (LA) should be typed, size 12 font, double-spaced, and between 1 half and 1 full page.  Send the LAs as an attached word document to dmcdougal@gmail.com by 5 pm, June 21.  Don’t forget to write your name on top.  
LA1:  Why do you want to go on the Global Cold War Seminar trip to Berlin?  What do you anticipate gaining from this experience?

LA2:  Describe your experience in the visual arts (i.e. skills, media, programs, classes, specific works, philosophy, etc).  Do you have experience working in mixed- or multi-media?  Do you have printmaking or film experience?
LA3:  Describe other talents/experiences relevant to this trip (i.e. music, writing, interviewing, language learning, dancing, theatre, beat-boxing, etc).

LA4:  Describe an experience or set of experiences that show(s) genuine conviction and passion.  Do you tend to follow through with the things you set out to do? 

LA5:  (optional) What else makes you an ideal candidate for this trip?  This one is totally open.  The page restriction still applies.
Students should also complete the following Short Answer section.  Place this in McDougal’s box (in Rm 132) before 5pm on Monday June 21.  
SA1.  Have you been on or applied for Beacon trips (including ski trips, Beacon trips to New Orleans, etc) before?  If the answer is yes, list all trips and Beacon chaperones for those trips.  If the answer is no, explain why you haven’t applied for trips in the past. ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SA2.  Circle the grade that you most often receive in coursework at Beacon:        A         B         C         D      
SA3.  How will you manage taking off three days of school in a row?  Are you and your parent/guardian convinced that this trip will not endanger your chances of graduation?      Yes        No       Maybe (explain below)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
** The selection process will be need blind: Inability to pay will in no way diminish an applicant’s chances.  This said, each family is expected to fundraise and/or cover as much of the per student cost as possible.  As a group, we must all commit to raising funds so all accepted students, regardless of need, can make the trip to Berlin.  Your charm, resources, and hard work will be called upon in our quite humongous fundraising effort.  We’ve brought all accepted students to India, Mozambique, and Ecuador in past years.  We are confident that with your help it can be done again!





